





W. T. H. WILLIAMSON 
RECENT BOOKS ON SOIL SCIENCE 


ALTHOUGH soils have formed a subject of interest and importance to man 
since the earliest days of settled civilization, it is only in recent years that soil 
science has developed as a definite branch of the sciences. With the realization 
that soils in their natural condition are biological entities in equilibrium with 
their environments, they are being studied in the same way as any other 
natural phenomenon, and soil science is rapidly taking its place among the 
other natural sciences. 


The importance of soil science as a subject of study at the present time is 
obvious and yet must be stressed. Any improvement in the general standard 
of living throughout the world necessitates obtaining an increased food 
supply for increasing populations from a limited and even diminishing area 
of cultivable land. Greater production can come only through improvement 
in methods of soil use and this can be arrived at only through a better and 
increased application of existing knowledge in soil science and through 
intensified study and research in * subject. 


In consequence of its impact on world social problems, the subject enters 
into the realm of sociology and politics and, among recent publications, few 
subjects can have received greater attention. For instance, the jacket of one 
new book carries the announcements of more than two dozen others relating 
directly to the soil or to something connected with it, and all these from one 


publishing house alone. 


The reader is thus presented with a vast array of publications and may not 
know where to turn. Moreover, some of these recent books present an 
extreme or narrow point of view and some are distinctly alarmist, especially 
with regard to the subject of soil erosion. It is not out of place, therefore, to 
consider first of all publications which might be said to be aimed at the 
general public. 


In view of the importance of the subject and its repercussions on the life of 
every living person, it is essential that everyone should have a balanced view 
of it. Right thinking can come only through accurate knowledge. First, one 
should realize that soil is not just a material in which plants can be grown, but 
that there are soils and soils, each with its own dynamic individuality and its 
own problems. In order to appreciate this one should read Mother Earth by 
G. W. Robinson (1937, reprinted with corrections and additions, 1947, 
Murby, 9s.6d.). This is not a text-book for students, but is presented in the 
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form of a series of letters to Sir George Stapledon. It gives the modern views 
on soils in terms intelligible to the general reader and makes excellent reading. 
For further information on the bio-chemical aspects of soil fertility there is 
Hugh Nicol’s Microbes by the Million (3rd edition 1945, Penguin, 1s.6d.), 
which gives a popular account of the living organisms of the soil and the 
important functions which they fulfil. The study of these two books will put 
one in a position to form a more accurate judgment on other reading. The 
place of soils as an important part of the environment of all forms of wild life 
is admirably demonstrated in Mountains and Moorlands by W. H. Pearsall 
(1950, Collins, 21s.). It describes the inter-relations and interactions of land- 
forms, climate, soils, plants and animals. The plant-soil relationship in 
particular occupies a large part of the story. The book is fully illustrated with 
colour plates as well as in black and white. Necessarily, examples are drawn 
from the British uplands, but the methods of study and observation indicated 
are equally applicable to any natural habitat wherever situated. All who are 
interested in wild life anywhere will find this book stimulating reading and 
to those who like wandering in the highlands of Britain it may open a new 
field of interest and enhance their enjoyment of times spent on moor and hill. 
In addition, some of the books mentioned in the latter part of this article, 
although primarily intended for students of soil science, have a wider appeal 
and could be read with appreciation by anyone. 


Many of the recent books aimed at the general public present the one- 
sided point of view of the various ‘humus’ schools of thought, all of which 
carry on, with almost evangelical fervour, a campaign against the use of so- 
called artificial fertilizers, ignoring the fact that every soil scientist places 
enormous importance on the functions in the soil of humus and micro- 
organisms. While the “bio-dynamic’ school of Rudolf Steiner was active on 
the continent of Europe before invading Great Britain, Sir Albert Howard 
started a crusade in England. His ideas can best be studied in his Agricultural 
Testament (1940, Oxford University Press, 15s.), while a more reasoned 
statement of the general attitude of his disciples will be found in Lady Eve 
Balfour’s The Living Soil (revised edition 1949, Faber, 15s.). A more moderate 
book, though tending towards the same line of thought, is Soil and Sense by 
Michael Graham (1941, Faber, 8s.6d.). The whole question is discussed by 
D. P. Hopkins in Chemicals, Humus and the Soil (3rd edition 1949, Faber, 
12s.6d.), where the orthodox soil scientist’s point of view is set out clearly, 
sanely and reasonably even to the extent of understatement. 


It is almost impossible to over-emphasize the dangers of soil erosion, yet 
some of the recent publications on this subject are unnecessarily alarmist. 
The situation is alarming enough, but it is not without hope. The whole 
subject is effectively and eloquently reviewed in The Rape of the Earth by 
G. V. Jacks and R. O. Whyte (reprinted 1949, Faber, 21s.). This work, first 
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published in 1939, has reached its sixth impression and is rapidly becoming 
a classic. It surveys the extent of erosion throughout the world, its causes and 
effects and describes all modern methods of soil conservation, while the 
economic, political and social aspects of the subject are fully discussed. The 
text is interspersed with numerous excellent illustrations. 


A short review of soil erosion and conservation by one of these authors 
(G. V. Jacks) appeared in the July number of the magazine Discovery (July 
1950, Empire Press, 1s.6d. per number; annual suscription, post free, 19s.). 

lere the present position is concisely explained with notes on some recent 
developments. Modern methods of soil conservation are proving effective, 
but there still remains the problem of persuading people to put them into 
practice. This entails problems of economic and social organization rather 
than of science. As the author says, ‘the new and immature science of soil 
conservation is rapidly becoming a branch of sociology’. 


Students of soil science vary in their needs, for they include students of 
agriculture, forestry, botany and geography in addition to those who are 
specializing in the subject. Then again students of agriculture may be divided 
into those taking (a) a course leading to a university degree, (b) a shorter 
course for the diploma of an agricultural college and (c) a farm institute 
course. There are books te suit all these needs. For the farm institute student, 
there are two well-known works in recent revision: Sir A. D. Hall’s The 
Feeding of Crops and Stock: Part II, Soils and Fertilizers revised by Sir William G. 
Ogg (1944, Murray, 4s.) and Sir E. John Russell’s A Student's Book on Soils 
and Manures (3rd edition 1940, reprinted 1946, Cambridge University Press, 
8s.6d.). Both books give instructions for simple experimental work and both 
are written in sufficiently non-technical language to be intelligible to the 
practical farmer or gardener and the general reader. Russell’s book presents 
the fuller treatment of the individual parts of the subject except in the case of 
the living organisms of the soil, to which more space is devoted in Hall’s 
book. Russell includes a useful appendix on field experiments. A more recent 
publication of this class is L. T. Lowe’s Students’ Handbook to Fertilizers and 
Soils (1947, Littlebury (Worcester), 7s.6d.). This, as its name implies, pro- 
vides, as concisely as possible and in a form easy for ready reference, up-to- 
date information on the various aspects of the subject. 


The student taking a two-year diploma course may also find it profitable 
to read these books or he may have recourse to that classic, Hall’s The Soil, 
recently revised by Professor G. W. Robinson (sth edition 1945, reprinted 
1947, Murray, 9s.). For a study of fertilizers there is the companion volume, 
Hall’s Fertilizers and Manures revised by A. M. Smith (4th revised edition 
1947, Murray, 9s.). Both are too well-known to require any recommenda- 
tion. Suffice it to say that the revisions have been carried out in an excellent 
manner, bringing all the information thoroughly up to date. A text-book 
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including both subjects and long available to the Afrikaans-speaking public 
has recently been issued in English in a revised edition. This is I. de V. 
Malherbe’s Soil Fertility (1948, Oxford University Press, 21s.), in which the 
practical references are to South African conditions. It is nevertheless of 
general interest and is especially useful in that it deals with the requirements 
of such crops as maize, cotton, tobacco and sugar-cane, not usually mentioned 
in text-books published in Great Britain. It also contains chapters on irriga- 
tion and soil erosion. A book useful to both student and farmer and dealing 
with the soil alone as a natural object, its study in the field and the classifica- 
tion of soils throughout the world is to be found in Good Soil by S. Graham 
Brade-Birks (1944, English Universities Press, 4s.6d.). 


All the publications mentioned in the last paragraph are equally suitable 
for students taking a degree course in agriculture. For these, however, there 
are also available two introductory works on soil science: N. M. Comber’s 
Introduction to the Scientific Study of the Soil (3rd edition 1936, reprinted 1948, 
Edward Arnold, 7s.6d.) and G. W. Leeper’s Introduction to Soil Science (1948, 
Melbourne University Press: Cambridge University Press, 21s.). Comber’s 
book is written for students in Great Britain and examples, for the most part, 
are drawn illustrating conditions in that country. Leeper writes for Austra- 
lians and takes his examples largely from Victoria, but also from other parts 
of the continent. The principles of the science, of course, are generally 
applicable, but, since the modern study of the soil starts in the field, there is 
something to be said for giving the student a greater sense of reality by pro- 
viding him with examples quoted from his own countryside. The treatment 
of the subject by these two authors is somewhat different. Comber begins 
with the relationship of the plant to the soil and follows with the constituents 
of the soil and soil formation, touching on the resulting kinds of soils. He 
then deals with the physical and chemical properties of soils and the supply 
of nutrients to the plant and concludes with the classification of soils and the 
artificial treatment of them for agricultural purposes. Leeper, on the other 
hand, begins with descriptions of soils as they appear in the field and con- 
tinues with the classification of soil types before dealing with soil formation. 
He then discusses the physical and chemical properties and their effect on 
plant growth and concludes with a chapter on soil erosion. 


In the matter of text-books, forestry students are not catered for quite so 
well. Most of the books already mentioned have a distinct agricultural bias. 
The forester has to deal with virgin soils and is seldom concerned with 
methods of soil amelioration, such as liming and manuring. He has to take 
the soil as he finds it and choose his crop to suit the soil. Of greatest impor- 
tance to him, therefore, is the question of soil types and of more moment to 
him are the physical rather than the chemical properties. A book covering 
the branches of soil science which the forestry student should learn and 
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written entirely from the forester’s point of view has not yet been published 
in Great Britain. There is one book, however, which will well repay the 
attention of both student and forest officer: G. R. Clarke’s The Study of the 
Soil in the Field (3rd edition 1941, reprinted 1945, Oxford University Press, 
8s.6d.). A perusal of this, together with some actual field study, will at least 
enable them to understand what the soil surveyor is talking about when he 
goes out with them. It contains detailed instructions for the examination of 
soils in the field, soil surveying and mapping along with much other useful 
information. For the other aspects of the subject, the best the forestry student 
can do at present is to choose one of the introductory text-books mentioned 
above together with Brade-Birks’s Good Soil. 


The student intending to study soil science to a more advanced stage or to 
specialize in the subject cannot do better than begin with one of the above 
introductory works together with Clarke’s book for field work. He should 
then follow up with G. W. Robinson’s Soils, their Origin, Constitution and 
Classification (3rd edition 1949, Murby, 32s.) and Sir E. J. Russell’s Soil 
Conditions and Plant Growth (new edition 1950, Longmans, 30s.). In 
Robinson’s book will be found a very full account of all the main soil groups 
and their geographical distribution throughout the world preceded by a dis- 
cussion of soil formation and of the constitution and properties of soils. The 
problem of classification is treated fully and the book concludes with a brief 
discussion of the inter-relationships of soils and plant growth. The treatment 
is such as to give a picture of soils in their natural relationships and to present 
the subject as the science it has come to be. The author has therefore avoided 
consideration of the more applied aspects of the subject and has treated it 
more from the purely philosophical point of view. The student is therefore 
confronted with the soil as an object of study in itself. 


In Russell’s book the inter-relationships of soils and plants is further ex- 
panded and treated in the fullest manner. This well-known and invaluable 
work, which started as a monograph of 168 pages in 1912, reached its sixth 
edition in twenty years’ time and by then was a volume of over six hundred 
pages. Sir John has just completed a new edition in collaboration with his 
son, Dr. E. W. Russell. Here the soil is treated both as a natural object and 
as a medium for crop production. Particular attention is given to the bio- 
chemical aspects of soil fertility. The book may be described as a thorough 
survey, with numerous references, of all aspects of soil conditions and their 
relation to plant growth. It forms practically a reference library for the 
student and is equally valuable to the specialist. 


1Since this was written, there has appeared Northern Coniferous Forest Soils, by Olof Tamm, 
translated from the Swedish by Mark L. Anderson (1950, Scrivener Press (Oxford), 17s.6d.), 
which is described as ‘A popular survey of the phenomena which determine the productive 
character of the forest soils of North Sweden’. This book exactly fills the gap referred to. 
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No course in soil science is complete without some practice in the labora- 
tory examination of soils. For the degree or the diploma student in agricul- 
ture or forestry sufficient information on this side of the subject will be 
found in the appropriate section of A Practical Course in Agricultural Chemistry 
by F. Knowles and J. E. Watkin (1947, Macmillan, 12s.6d.). The advanced 
student and the specialist have the choice of C. S. Piper’s Soil and Plaut 
Analysis (1947, University of Adelaide, 20s.) or C. H. Wright’s Soil Analysis 
(1939, Murby, 12s.6d.). (The latter is unfortunately out of print, but it is 
understood that it is being reprinted.) 


Indispensable to the specialist who must refer to original papers on research 
are the publications of the Commonwealth Bureau of Soil Science. Soils and 
Fertilizers, a comprehensive abstract journal of soil science, is issued bi- 
monthly (Central Sales Branch, Commonwealth Agricultural Bureaux, 35s. 
per annum, 28s. to subscribers resident in the British Commonwealth). Each 
issue contains about five hundred abstracts and references to current literature 
along with editorials, reviews and other matters of general interest. Since 
1934 the Bureau has also published at regular intervals A Bibliography of Soil 
Science, Fertilizers and General Agronomy (last issue 1944-7, 35s.). Each of 
these contains about seven thousand classified references with a subject index 
and lists of authors, journals and periodicals and thus forms a complete 
reference book to the literature of the period covered. From time to time 
Technical Communications are issued reviewing the present position of know- 
ledge with regard to some particular aspect of the subject. The most recent 
of these are: 


No. 42 The Mineralogy of Soil Colloids by G. Nagelschmidt (1944, 2s.6d.) 

No. 43 Land Classification for Land-use Planning by G. V. Jacks (1946, 4s.) 

No. 44 The Spectrographic Analysis of Soils, Plants and Related Materials by 
R. L. Mitchell (1948, 12s.6d.) 

No. 45 The Practice of Soil Conservation in the British Colonial Empire by 
Sir Harold A. Tempany (1949, I0s.). 


Many of the carlier numbers issued before 1939 are now out of print, but 
among those still available may be mentioned: No. 29, Soil, Vegetation and 
Climate (1934, 2s.) and No. 34, Tropical Soils in Relation to Tropical Crops 
(1936, 2s.6d.). 


Useful abstracts of papers on soils are also to be found in British Chemical 
Abstracts— BIII (monthly, Bureau of Abstracts, annual subscription 40s.). 
British Chemical Abstracts—C surveys the world literature on analytical 
methods and contains many abstracts of papers on new methods for the 
chemical examination of soils (monthly, Bureau of Abstracts, annual sub- 
scription 36s.). The Annual Reports on the Progress of Applied Chemistry (Society 
of Chemical Industry, 21s.) contain a review of the literature for each year. 
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I'wo stages in the erosion of the soil type illustrated in Fig. (b) on the previous page. Note the poor 
structure of the half-eroded compared with that of the uneroded soil (Fig. b 
poverty of the vegetation, as crosion progresses. In the lower picture, the entire topsoil has been 
washed away. From The Rape of the Earth, by G, V. Jacks and R. O, Whyte (Faber & Faber 
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Journals published in Great Britain containing original papers on soil 
science include the Journal of Agricultural Science (quarterly, Cambridge 
University Press, 40s. per volume of four numbers); the Journal of the Society 
of Chemical Industry (monthly, Society of Chemical Industry, annual sub- 
scription 40s. ); the Journal of Food and Agriculture (monthly, Society of Chemical 
Industry, annual subscription 30s.). Recently the British Society of Soil 
Science has commenced the publication of a journal devoted exclusively to 
soil science: the Journal of Soil Science (annually, Oxford University Press, 
17s.). Members of the society receive the Journal free of charge. 


Some of the occasional publications (bulletins, etc.) issued by Government 
Departments are of interest to soil scientists. The most recent of these is the 
First Report of the Soil Survey Research Board of the Agricultural Research 
Council, Soil Survey of Great Britain (1950, H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d.), 
which reviews the position of soil survey work in the country up to 
December 1948. 


Dr. W. T. H. Williamson is Lecturer and Head of the Department of Soil Science in the University 
of Aberdeen. He spent several years in Egypt in the service of the Ministry of Agriculture there. 
During the wear he was in the Agricultural Advisory Service in England and Wales. When the 
British Council formed an Agricultural Department, he was its first Director 





The opinions expressed throughout British Book News are the contributors’ 
and not necessarily those of the British Council. 
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THE BOOK LIST that follows is a select list compiled with the assistance 
of Aslib (incorporating the Association of Special Libraries and Information 
Bureaux and the British Society for International Bibliography), Bristol Public 
Libraries, British Agricultural Bulletin, the British Council Medical Library, the 
British Drama League, the British Film Institute, the British Library of Political 
and Economic Science (London School of Economics), the Commonwealth 
National Library (Canberra, Australia), the Hispanic and Luso-Brazilian 
Councils, the Library Association, the Middle Temple Library, the National 
Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand), the Public Library of Toronto 
(Canada), the Royal Empire Society, the Royal Institute of British Architects, 
the Royal Institute of International Affairs, the Royal United Service Institution, 
the South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa), the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, Westminster Public Libraries and many individual specialists, 
and the annotations are in some cases based, by permission, on reviews in 
The Times Literary Supplement and The Times Educational Supplement. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Dewey Decimal System of Library Classification, and the 
Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of each entry 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a neighbouring bookseller or (if no bookseller is 
available) should be sent with a remittance to the National Book League, 7 Albemarle Street, 
London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and bibliographical 
guidance, may be obtained from the nearest office of the British Council (which maintains libraries 
in most countries) and whenever necessary such inquiries will be referred to the appropriate 
department of the Council in London, which is in consultation with the foremost British authori- 


tics in all fields of knowledge. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are London firins 
except where otherwise stated, when the name of the town is given in brackets. 


THE FOLLOWING ABBREVIATIONS are used throughout the list for the standard sizes 
of British Books 
Inches Centimetres 


FS Foo.scap Octavo 6} 4} 17*I xX 10°7 
C8 Crown Octavo 74X5 19 12°7 
L.Post § Large Post Octav: 8} 5} 20°9 X 13°3 
D8 Demy Octavo 83x 53 22°22 14°2 
M8 Medium Octavo 9 Xs} -22°8X 146 
Rs Royal Octavo 10 X6} =.25*4XK 158 
SuR8 Super Royal Octavo 10 X6} 25°4X17°1 
Imps Imperial Octavo 11 X74 27°9X 19 

F4 Foolscap Quarto 84x 6} 21°§XI17'1 
C4 Crown Quarto 10 X7$ 0-254 19 

L.Post 4 Large Post Quarto 10}X8} 26°6x 20°9 
D4 Demy Quarto 113 X8# 28-5 X22°2 
M4 Medium Quarto 1159 29°2 X 22°8 
R4 Royal Quarto 124X1IO0 31°7X25°4 
Ffol Foolscap Folio 13483 34°2X2I°5 

Preceding an abbreviation the letter arge, and the letter s= small; for example, IC8 = large 


Crown Octavo. 





World copyright. Permission must be obtained to reproduce any of the 
contents of this periodical, and inquiries on the subject should be addressed 
to: The Editor, British Book News, 3 Hanover Street, London, W.1 
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GENERAL WORKS 
Bibliography 
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE IN THE SUDAN: A BIBLIOGRAPHY WITH 
ABSTRACTS. R. L. Knight and B. M. Boyns. Buncle (Arbroath, Scotland), 
20s. L.Post 8. 251 pages. Index. 
This very detailed bibliography by two members of the Sudan Ministry of Agriculture 
aims at covering the whole field of publications on its subject, including articles in 
periodicals and extracts from books. Nearly every entry is annotated and many have 
abstracts, thus enhancing the value of the work to the user who is cut off from access 
to many of the books and periodicals described. The arrangement is alphabetical under 
authors but there is a very full index of subjects. (016.6309624) 
Library Economy 
THE CATALOGUING,- ARRANGEMENT AND FILING OF SPECIAL 
MATERIAL IN SPECIAL LIBRARIES. Robert L. Collison. Foreword by 
Dr. R. S. Schultze. Aslib, 9s.6d. C8. 82 pages. 14 illustrations. Plan. Bib!io- 
graphies. Index. (Aslib Manuals, Vol. 2) 
In addition to books and periodicals, librarians and those in charge of information 
bureaux are having to deal to a much greater extent today with other types of 
material, such as illustrations, lantern slides, news clippings, microfilms, gramophone 
records, trade catalogues, maps and films. The author of this manual, who is Reference 
Librarian, City of Westminster, gives most useful information on the treatment of 
this material, first considering the purposes it is designed to serve and then discussing 
in detail, and most practically, its cataloguing, indexing and filing. (026) 


BOOKS AND READING FOR THE BLIND. Robert S. Clark. The Library 
Association, 4s. D8. 44 pages. 12 plates. Bibliography. Index. Paper bound. 
(Library Association Pamphlet No. 1) 

THE REGIONAL LIBRARY SYSTEMS. Their Development Through Two 
Decades and Their Possibilities for the Future. P. H. Sewell. The Library 
Association, 3s. D8. 40 pages. Bibliography. Index. Paper bound. (Library 
Association Pamphlet No. 2) 


LIBRARY BINDERIES. R. F. Drewery. The Library Association, 3s.6d. D8. 
40 pages. 4 photographs. 3 diagrams. Plan. Paper bound. (Library Associa- 
tion Pamphlet No. 3) 

These first three pamphlets in a new series of Library Association publications deal 

with matters about which little has been published in Britain except in periodicals or 

conference reports. The first deals with the history of books for the blind and the 
development of Braille litcrature, as well as the facilities available for the loan of the 
books to blind persons. The second is a succinct account of the organized co-operation 
for the intcr-library lending of books undertaken by British libraries through the 
various Regional Library Bureaux in conjunction with the National Central Library. 

The third pamphlet deals practically with the organization of ‘home binderies’ in 

libraries, a subject in which revived interest is being shown at the present time owing 

mainly to the high prices for trade bindings. (027.663) (025.6) (025.7) 
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SCHOOL LIBRARIES TO-DAY. Being the Second edition of School Libraries 
in Post-war Reconstruction, the Joint Report of a Panel of the School Library 
Association and the School Libraries Section of the Library Association, 
1945. With a new Preface and with a Foreword byW. O. Lester Smith. 
School Library Association, 2s.6d. IM8. 56 pages. 2 photographs. Biblio- 
graphy. Appendices. Paper bound. 

This Report appeared as a ‘draft’ in 1945 and was a statement of the case for the provi- 

sion of libraries in primary and secondary schools in Britain. In this edition no changes 

have been made in the text of the Report or in the appendices, which deal with training 
in the use of the library and in school library administration, and the relations between 
the school library and the public library. The short Booklist has been brought up to 
date and an entirely new preface of ten pages gives a survey of developments in the 
last five years. (027.8242) 
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FACTS AND HOW TO FIND THEM. A Guide to Sources of Information 
and to the Method of Systematic Research. W. A. Bagley. 4th edition, 
revised and further enlarged. Pitman, 8s.6d. C8. 136 pages. Index. 

This is not a manual on reference library methods but an admirable and intelligent 

uide to sources of information written by a journalist for the benefit of the layman 
guide to 2 itten by aj ymat 
who wishes to help himself and avoid unnecessary delays by having constantly to seek 
the advice of the experienced librarian. Advice is given on the consultation of the 
librarian, the use of reference books and encyclopedias, and other sources of informa- 
tion. Standard works have been cited to illustrate the correct approach to an inquiry, 
and the author emphasizes that it is not his purpose to provide reading lists on various 
subjects but rather to indicate the type of work or source of information best to be 

approached when looking for facts. This edition has been thoroughly revised. (028.7) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


KNOWLEDGE, REALITY AND LIFE. C. A. Richardson. Harrap, 15s. D8. 
349 pages. Index. 
An investigation into the theory of knowledge, with particular reference to the 
2 - *-* . ? . 5! I . . . 
problems of definition, meaning and symbolism. The author applies his conclusions to 
fundamental physics, psychology, biology and the general theory of values, and in- 
corporates a discussion on the metaphysics of symbolism and its bearing on the major 
problems of ontology. Mr. Richardson has also written Happiness, Freedom and God 
and The Strategy of Living. (147) 


THE WAY OF MysTicisM. An anthology introduced and arranged by 
Joseph James. Jonathan Cape, 10s.6d. C8. 256 pages. Index. 
ol 


A YEAR OF GRACE. Victor Gollancz. Gollancz, 10s.6d. 1C8. $76 pages. 
Notes. Index. 
The purpose of Mr. James in compiling his anthology is not to advance his own views 
but to set out in planned sequence the thoughts of mystics in all ages and countries. 
He believes that mysticism, in the words of Dr. Inge, is ‘pure religion’ and that the 
study of the writings of the mystics provides not only spiritual enrichment but a key 
to current problems. The anthology is divided into two parts. Part I is entitled “God 
turns towards man’ and Part II ‘Man turns towards God’. The passages are well chosen 
from the mystical literature of the East and West, and the witness of the poets, ancient 
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and modern, is fittingly represented. There is a full index of authors and sources of 
quotations. Mr. Gollancz has a different purpose in view in compiling his anthology. 
It is an anthology, as he confesses, with a peculiar, even a polemical, purpose. The 
sub-title is “Passages chosen and arranged to express a mood about God and man’ and 
the key to his selection is found in the conviction that it is needful to steer between an 
anti-religious humanism and anti-humanistic religion. Both these extremes, he believes, 
are very fashionable today and the mood expressed in the anthology is therefore an 
unfashionable one. To illustrate the mood, he draws on a wide range of writers, 
including poets, mystics, theologians and philosophers. There are also quotations from 
musical scores. While no attempt is made to secure continuity by the insertion of 
explanatory or introductory passages by the author, the book may be read as a con- 
secutive whole and should be so read if its purpose is to be understood. Some useful 
notes are added on writers, books and sources, and there is a full index. (149.3) (208) 


MEASUREMENTS OF MIND AND MATTER. G. W. Scott Blair. Dennis 
Dobson, 9s.6d. D8. 116 pages. 7 diagrams. Appendices. Bibliography. 
Index. 


An elementary discussion of problems arising on the border-line between physics and 
psychology, particularly the theory of physical dimensions, by the well-known 
theologist of the National Institute for Research in Dairying at the University of 
Reading. It includes chapters on Gestalt psychology and quasi-properties of plastics, 
and also on the theory of colour-making. (152.8) 


A CRITIQUE OF LOGICAL posiTIvisM. C. E. M. Joad. Gollancz, 10s.6d. 
sD8. 154 pages. Index. 
This book is in the main an examination of A. J. Ayer’s Language, Truth and Logic and 
is concerned with the first edition (1936) though occasional references are made to 
the later edition of 1946 containing modifications. It does not claim to give a sym- 
pathetic exposition of logical positivism or to treat it in its historical setting, but is in 
the nature of a polemic against Ayer’s doctrines on the ground that they are based on 
a dogmatic assumption (the principle of verifiability), are ill-founded and are, in 
tendency, immoral. Little reference is made to other Logical Positivist writings or to 
other works by Ayer. There is a good deal of repetition, but many points raised 
deserve close consideration. (164) 


RELIGION [AND THEOLOGY] 


A YEAR OF GRACE. Victor Gollancz. Gollancz, 10s.6d. (208) 
See THE WAY OF MYSTICISM. (149.3) 


THE REVOLT AGAINST REASON. Arnold Lunn. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 15s. 
D8. 252 pages. Notes. References. Index. 
Mr. Lunn is the author of many books and, while he is perhaps best known to the 
general public by his writings on ski-ing and mountaineering, he has for many years 
had a deep interest in religious controversy. He is concerned in this volume with a 
theme which he discussed in The Flight from Reason, published in 1929, but he 
endeavours to substantiate the conclusions which were there reached in the light of 
the development of thought during the past twenty years. It is his conviction that 
Christianity must be defended by reason. He considers that the tragic bankruptcy of 
the modern world is the revolt against reason which he finds in science, art and politics. 
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Since faith is not common to the believer and the sceptic, reason, which is impersonal 
and objective, must be the starting point of any convincing apologetics. It must also 
be the starting point of any challenge that is offered to the validity of the Christian 
claim, and the author considers that Marxism, Freudianism and logical positivism 
misfire because they ignore the primacy of reason. The view is then advanced that it is 
science not religion that is irrational, since it assumes that the physical universe is co- 
extensive with the whole of reality and that the belief in the supremacy of natural law 
is incompatible with the bclicf in the existence of a supernatural order. He examines 
in detail the evidence for supernatural or supernormal phenomena, including the 
Lourdes cures and modern developments of psychical research and telepathy. The 
book is attractively written and is marked by a gaicty and wit not often found in dis- 
sertations of this kind. Mr. Lunn lays himself open to attack at various points, particu- 
larly in the claims he makes for reason and the hard distinction he draws between 
reason and feeling as well as between reason and will. Nevertheless, his main thesis is 
effectively argued and even where he does not convince he provides entertaining 
reading. (211) 


THE LITERARY IMPACT OF THE AUTHORISED VERSION. C. S. Lewis. 
University of London: Athlone Press, 2s. sD8. 26 pages. Paper bound. 
In this short but valuable study, Mr. C. S. Lewis argues that for the Bible, whether in 
the Authorized or any other version, there are only two possibilities. It must return as 
a sacred book or follow the classics ‘if not quite into oblivion yet into the ghost-life 
of the museum and the specialist’s study’. He shows that the literary approach to the 
Bible was the child of a particular period in the history of taste. The Medievals were 
concerned not with its literary beauty but with the allegorical meanings which it 
concealed, while in the Humanistic period it was thought that the simplicity of 
Scripture would be improved by rhetoric. It was the taste of the Romantic period that 
led to the preoccupation with the Bible as literature, although the phrase “The Bible 
as literature’ was coined in our own time. Today, however, anti-Romanticism is in 
the ascendant and the qualities in the Bible which endeared it to Romanticism no 
longer make the same appeal. Mr. Lewis thinks that unless the religious claims of the 
sible are again acknowledged, its literary claims will be given ‘mouth honour’ only, 
and that decreasingly. (220) 


THE CATHOLICITY OF PROTESTANTISM. Edited by R. Newton Flew 
and Rupert E. Davies. Foreword by the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Lutterworth Press, 5s. C8. 159 pages. Appendices. Paper bound. 

This book is the result of an invitation issued by the Archbishop of Canterbury to 

Dr. Newton Flew, Principal of Wesley House, Cambridge, to call together a group 

of Free Churchmen to deal with questions arising out of the conflict of ‘catholic’ and 

‘protestant’ traditions in the West and to inquire whether these traditions were incom- 

patible or complementary and whether they could be held together in one church. 

The group presents its report in the present volume. While the report is in one sense 

a reply to the pamphlet entitled ‘Catholicity’, in which a group of Anglican theolo- 

gians examined the same questions, its primary purpose is not polemical. It seeks rather 

to provide a coherent account of the teaching of the great Reformers on the issues at 
stake and to set forth the doctrine of the Church, ministry and sacraments as held in 
the Free Churches. Those who desire a scholarly and lucid interpretation of historic 

Protestantism, particularly in relation to reunion conversations that are taking place 

in many countries, will find in this small book exactly what they need. (230) 
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REVELATION AND THE MODERN WORLD. L. S. Thornton. Dacre Press, 
30s. D8. 359 pages. Indexes. 
Dr. Thornton is a member of the Community of the Resurrection (Anglican) and 
has made many important contributions to the study of theology, notably his volume 
on The Common Life in the Body of Christ. The volume under review, while complete 
in itself, forms the first part of a treatise entitled The Form of the Servant. It deals with 
the many problems that are connected with the actual substance of the divine revela- 
tion and its human context. When God, that is, acts upon the human plane and is 
portrayed in the literature of one particular people, how is the content of the message 
that is given related to its outward form? This involves a consideration of the principles 
which should govern biblical interpretation, an inquiry into the Christian doctrine of 
revelation and an examination of one special feature of that revelation as set forth in 
Scripture, namely, the place there given to the order of creation. The whole investiga- 
tion is thus related to the scientific culture of the modern world. Those who are 
prepared to undertake the mental discipline which the study of this work involves 
will be amply rewarded. It is marked by profound thought and wide learning. No 
theological library should be without it. (231.74) 


ESSAYS IN ZEN BUDDHISM. 2nd series. Daisetz Teitaro Suzuki. Foreword 
by Christmas Humphreys. Rider for The Buddhist Society, 15s. C8. 
348 pages. Frontispiece. Illustrations. Index. (The Collected Works of 
D. T. Suzuki, edited by Christmas Humphreys) 

Lhe second series of essays in Zen Buddhism were first published in 1933 but were 

out of print in England by 1940 and the remaining stocks in Japan were destroyed in 

1945. This second edition forms part of the collected works of Suzuki (edited by the 

President of the Buddhist Society, London) now being published in groups of three 

volumes, this volume being in the second group. The author is Professor of Buddhist 

Philosophy in the Otani University, Kyoto, and is the greatest living authority on the 

Zen school of Buddhism. The essays in this series include a long one on ‘The Koan 

Exercise’ (one of the methods of reaching a state of enlightenment); ‘The Secret 

Message of Bodhiharma’ (Bodhiharma is the reputed founder of Zen Buddhism in 

sixth-century China); “Two Zen Text-books’; and ‘Passivity in the Buddhist Life’. 

The book is illustrated by twenty-five collotype reproductions of oriental pictures of 

incidents in the lives of early Zen masters. (294.3) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Political Science 


ANNUAL REPORT ON THE EAST AFRICA HIGH COMMISSION, 1949. 
Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. R8. 40 pages. 4 photographs. 
Map. Tables. Paper bound. 

This report covers the second year of the work of the Commission. Inevitably a great 

deal of attention has had to be given to initial legislation and the establishment of 

departmental activities, notably in the field of medical research and economics. 

Generally speaking, however, the administrative work of the Commission is becom- 

ing stabilized and steady progress in all departments is being made, though difficulties 

of accommodation for the research organizations have been considerable. 
(325.34209676) 
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THE CONSERVATIVE TRADITION. Edited by R. J. White. Nicholas Kaye, 
16s. 1C8. 276 pages. Bibliography. Index. (The British Political Tradition, 
Vol. 4) 

The aim of this series is to present from books, pamphlets, speeches and other sources 

a selection of original material illustrating the various English political beliefs of the 

years 1776 to 1914. The present volume, edited by a Fellow of Downing College, 

Cambridge, contains extracts from the works of Edmund Burke, $. T. Coleridge, 

T. S. Eliot, Quintin Hogg, Robert Peel and numerous other writers as they relate to 

Conservatism. (329.942) 

Economics 


THE FOUNDATIONS OF ECONOMICS. History and Theory in the Analysis 
of Economic Reality. Walter Eucken. Translated from the German by 
T. W. Hutchison. Hodge, 21s. D8. 362 pages. Notes. Indexes. 

Professor Eucken, who was Professor of Economics in the University of Freiburg, 

Germany, believed that although some of the theories of the earlier economists might 

no longer be applicable to modern conditions, it would be wrong to concentrate on 

trying to keep up in scientific reasoning with ra ipid day-to-day economic develop- 
ments. His aim in Die Grundlagen der Nationalékonomie, published in 1940, was to 
construct a system able to comprehend all economic life, however it might develop. 

This translation is based on the sixth edition of that work. (330.1) 


REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF TRADE BY THE 
UNITED KINGDOM INDUSTRIAL MISSION TO PAKISTAN, 1950. 
Board of Trade. H.M. Stationery Office, 7s. sR8. 79 pages. Maps. Diagrams. 
Index. Paper bound. 


The Mission was sent at the invitation of the Pakistan Government to explore the 
means of developing the country’s trade and economic life. It was led by Lord 
Burghley, and its members were drawn from the Trades Union Congress and impor- 
tant branches of industry. The Mission visited factories and also sites of proposed 
hydro-electric and irrigation schemes, and held full discussions with Government 
officials and leaders of industry; its report deals with problems of investment capital, 
labour, power, transport and other matters of vital importance. (330.954) 
MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND NATIONAL SERVICE: REPORT FOR THE 
YEAR 1949. H.M. Stationery Office, 4s. sR8. 164 pages. Appendices. 
Index. Paper bound. (Command Paper 8017) 
The Report follows the main lines of previous reports in describing the work for the 
year under the headings of Man-Power, Services of the Ministry, Industrial Relations 
and International Labour Relations. There has, however, been a re-arrangement of 
the matter within the chapters, each of which now opens with a general review of the 
year. More detailed information is given under sub-headings in the body of each 
chapter. These introductory reviews in each chapter should enable the reader to get 
quickly a broad outline of the work of the Ministry during 1949. (331.06142) 
PRINCIPLES OF FINANCE AND INVESTMENT. Lewis G. Whyte. 2 vols. 
Cambridge University Press, for the Institute of Actuaries and the Faculty of 
Actuaries, 12s.6d. each. D8. 204 : 184 pages. 2 charts. Diagrams. 


The special application of this work is to the problems of the investment of the funds 
of British life assurance offices, but the fundamental principles apply also to other 
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kinds of corporate investment. Volume I (published in 1949) deals with elementary 
economics, company finance and the national economy; it describes the various forms 
of investment, and how they may be acquired or sold. Volume II (newly published) 
deals mainly with the factors influencing the yields and prices of investments; it can 
be used without the first volume by readers who are already familiar with the general 
principles of finance. The author is a Fellow of the Faculty of Actuaries. (332.6) 


PLANTATION CROPS. A Summary of Figures of Production, Trade and 
Consumption relating to Sugar, Tea, Coffee, Cocoa, Spices, Tobacco and 
Rubber. Commonwealth Economic Committee: Intelligence Branch. 
H.M. Stationery Office, ss. sC4. 116 pages. 91 tables. Paper bound. 

The second post-war issue in a series published with the aim of presenting in con- 

venient form up-to-date summaries of production, international trade and consum 

tion for a group of allied commodities, with special reference to the part played by the 
countries of the British Commonwealth of Nations. The review includes statistics for 

1947 and 1948, as well as for 1949, where available. An appendix deals with Inter- 

national Agreements regarding tea, sugar and rubber. (338.173) 


Military and Naval Science 


SWORD AND PEN. Some Problems of a Battledress Army. A. C. Duff. 
Gale & Polden, 7s.6d. C8. I25 pages. 
This book of ten essays has been written with the object of placing on record some 
views on the British Army which the author has formed during his long service. It 
deals mainly with the administrative branches of the Staff on which General Duff 
served at the War Office, in East Africa and in Italy during practically the whole of 
the Second World War. The following subjects are included: manpower; organiza- 
tion; morale; the relationship between the fighting part and the administrative part; 
the competence of officers; and the Commonwealth at war. (355.04) 
EMPIRE OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC. The Maritime Struggle for North 
America. Gerald $. Graham. University of Toronto Press (Toronto, Canada), 
$5.00: Oxford University Press (London), 35s. SuR8. 355 pages. 4 appen- 
dices. Index. 
A careful and scholarly analysis of the rise of British naval supremacy during three 
centuries of empire building, and the part it has played in North Atlantic power 
politics. The author relates British commercial and colonial policy in the North 
Atlantic to the Empire’s need to maintain command of the seas. The effect of techno- 
logical development on naval strategy and imperial policy is also examined. A wealth 
of detail is compactly presented, with sources carefully recorded in bibliographical 
footnotes. Professor Graham, a Canadian, has occupied the Rhodes chair of Imperial 
History at King’s College, University of London, since 1948. This volume has been 
issued under the auspices of the Canadian Institute of International Affairs. (359.0942) 
Welfare: Social Insurance 
SOCIAL INSURANCE IN BRITAIN. A Text Book for Actuarial Students. 
Charles E. Clarke. Cambridge University Press for the Institute of Actuaries 
and the Faculty of Actuaries, 13s.6d. D8. 146 pages. Tables. Appendices 
(including bibliography). Index. 
This book, by a Fellow of the Institute of Actuaries, begins with an account of the 
origins, development and basic principles of British social insurance and goes on to 
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discuss in detail the actuarial and financial aspects of social insurance schemes, with 
particular reference to the comprehensive national insurance and industrial injuries 
schemes introduced in Great Britain in July 1948. Summaries of main rates of contri- 
bution and benefit under the schemes, and of the estimated expenditure and income, 
are given in appendices. (368.40942) 


Education 
TECHNIQUE IN PHYSICAL EDUCATION. Joseph Edmundson. Harrap, 
9s.6d. IC8. 190 pages. 14 illustrations. 34 diagrams in text. 4 appendices 
(including bibliography). Index. 
This book is intended mainly for the part-time specialist in physical education, for the 
teachers in the Primary and Secondary Modern Schools who teach the subject as one 
of several allotted to them. The author is Organizer of Physical Education and Social 
Activities at The Polytechnic, Regent Street, London, and has had many years’ ex- 
perience as teacher and organizer. In addition to the chapters on the planning of 
physical training for different categories of pupils, Mr. Edmundson deals also with the 
teaching of athletics, the organization of games, sports days and swimming galas. Mr. 
J. P. Walker, Chief Organizer of Physical Education for Middlesex, contributes a 
chapter on future developments in physical education. The appendices include a book 
list, Amateur Athletic Association specifications and standards, and standard attain- 
ments in juvenile athletics. (371.73) 


PICTURE AND PATTERN-MAKING BY CHILDREN. R. R. Tomlinson. 
2nd edition, revised. The Studio, 30s. M4. 144 pages. Over 250 illustrations 
with 24 in colour. Bibliography. List of illustrations. 

This new work carries on and brings up to date the carlier publication, Picture Making 

by Children, which appeared in 1934. Mr. Tomlinson has been Senior Inspector of Art 

under the London County Council for twenty-five years. In his bricf introductory 
chapters he describes the aims and methods of the new approach to art teaching, and 
their application in the schools, and shows how the main aim of this teaching is ‘to 
assure that the creative forces within the child are enabled to grow as freely as possible 
at each stage of his development’. The main part of the book consists of reproductions 
of children’s pictures and patterns drawn from many countries of the world. (372.52) 


HISTORY IN THE PRIMARY SCHOOL. C. F, Strong. University of London 
Press, 6s. C8. 147 pages. 2 appendices. Index. 
Dr. Strong, who was formerly Director of Education, Tottenham, admits in his 
preface that history is possibly the most difficult of all subjects in the curriculum of the 
primary school. He shows its importance as a natural and potentially enjoyable subject 
for children under eleven, and a necessary preparation for their later work in the 
secondary school. As one of a number of environmental subjects which may be treated 
separately or as a group of social studies, it lends itself to ‘activity methods’, and it is 
in the use of these methods in particular that Dr. Strong offers much useful guidance. 
There are appendices on books for the teacher’s use and on sources of visual aids 
material. (372.89) 


IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL. T. H. Etherington. Pitman, 6s. C8. 106 pages. 


‘This book,’ the author says in his Introduction, ‘is a plain account of a modification 
and adaptation of several activity methods to suit the needs of a particular school. The 
work here described contains clements of many slightly different methods, variously 
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known as centres of interest, projects, environmental studies, or group and individual 
assignments, and it attempts to build these, together with a certain amount of formal 
teaching, into a complete and self-contained plan of work with an ordered sequence. 
In brief, its aim is to teach children rather than subjects, and to make investigations of 
life as it goes on around the school, the starting-point and motive force for all sub- 
sequent work within the classroom’. The school in which the scheme was carried out 
was an all-ages mixed one of about two hundred children, in a small market town in a 
predominantly agricultural district. Part I discusses the children and their needs and 
tells how a start was made with an Explorer’s Club. Part II, “The Enterprise Method’ 
describes the plan in practice and its scope. Part III gives accounts of a number of 
typical enterprises which were carried out. (373) 


DISCUSSION METHOD. The Purpose, Nature and Application of Group 
Discussion. Bureau of Current Affairs, 3s.6d. D8. 100 pages. 4 photographs. 
Line drawings. 3 appendices. 

A comprehensive guide for discussion groups, and in particular for the leaders of such 

groups. After chapters on the nature of discussion and the discussion leader in action, 

five specialists contribute chapters on the application of discussion method in school 
and college, with young people, in the tutorial class, in industry, and in psychiatric 
treatment groups. The group’s surroundings are then considered, and many useful 
suggestions are made on the furnishing and equipping of the discussion room, with 

a ‘handyman’s section’ which gives detailed specifications for making display frames, 

stands, medels, etc. The appendices list sources of information useful to discussion 

group leaders, and give details of the Bureau’s publications and training courses. 
(374.1) 


THE TEACHING OF TRIGONOMETRY IN SCHOOLS.A report prepared 
for the Mathematical Association. Bell, 6s. sD8. 106 pages. 108 figures. 
Limp covers. 

In 1938 the Teaching Committee of the Mathematical Association appointed a sub- 

committee to report on the teaching of trigonometry. The war delayed the completion 

of the work of the sub-committee, but its report is now published. Part I is concerned 
with elementary trigonometry up to the approximate standard of elementary mathe- 
matics in School Certificate examinations. Part II deals with subject beyond the ele- 
mentary stage, but in general falling short of the work needed by the mathematical 
specialist. The report ends with a short chapter on the history of trigonometry. 
(375-514) 


THE TEACHING OF HISTORY. Issued by the Incorporated Association of 
Assistant Masters in Secondary Schools. Cambridge University Press, 12s.6d. 
D8. 237 pages. 6 plates. 7 figures, including folding plan. 7 appendices. 
Index. 

This is the third of the Association’s post-war serics of publications on the teaching of 

the main subjects in the secondary school curriculum. It has been compiled by a com- 

mittee of working teachers out of their own experience and that of many colleagues, 
and takes into account the new teaching methods and class-room aids such as wireless, 
films and other visual aids which have been brought into use since the publication of 
the Association’s Memorandum on the Teaching of History twenty-five years ago. The 
purpose and methods of history teaching are dealt with fully, and there are chapters 
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on the History Room, and advanced work in the sixth form, with appendices on 
books, models, visual aids, illustrations and historical societies and journals. (375.9) 


A SURVEY OF THESIS LITERATURE IN BRITISH LIBRARIES. P. D. 

Record. The Library Association, 2s.6d. D8. 22 pages. Index. Paper bound. 
This useful little pamphlet is an extension of Luxmoore Newcombe’s paper on ‘The 
Accessibility of British University Thesis Literature’ read to the sixteenth annual con- 
ference of the Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux, in 1939. The 
author, who is on the staff of the Bodleian Library at Oxford, has concerned himself 
with two kinds of dissertations, those submitted to British universities for their degrees, 
one or more copies of which are usually preserved by the university, and those from 
foreign universities or not concerned with universities at all, which are in British 
libraries. General information about cach kind is given under the name of the 
university or library. (378.242) 


Communication 
CANALS, BARGES AND PEOPLE. Written and engraved by John O'Connor. 
Art & Technics, 10s.6d. F4. 96 pages. 24 colour engravings. Head- and tail- 
pieces in black and white. 
Mr. O'Connor is well acquainted with his subject and is particularly interested in the 
gaily painted monkey boats (canal dwelling boats) which ply the canals of Great 
Britain. He tells us how a monkey boat is built and how it is launched (by a method 
hundreds of years old) and discusses the derivation of the designs used to decorate 
these boats. He writes of the boatmen and their families, the scenery through which 
they pass, the boat schools attended by the children (‘boat children gather their 
scrappy schooling when and where their boat docks for a time’), the locks which have 
to be negotiated and the often charming lock house inhabited by the keepers who work 
the locks. His book, brief though it is, successfully conveys the appeal of these water- 
ways, endowed with a ‘restfulness foreign to the high road’ , and is most charmingly 
illustrated with his own wood-engravings which, in ‘order to make the book available 
at a reasonable price, were printed direct from the originals in black, with additional 
colours printed from lino-cuts. (386.460942) 


BRITISH EUROPEAN AIRWAYS CORPORATION: ANNUAL REPORT 
AND STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3IST 
MARCH 1950. 


BRITISH OVERSEAS AIRWAYS CORPORATION: ANNUAL REPORT 
AND STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3IST 
MARCH 1950. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. : 2s. sR8. 52 : 80 pages. 
Paper bound. 


The report of the B.E.A.’s fourth year of operation records solid progress during the 
year and an increase in business of thirty-nine per cent as a result of development and 
expansion. The B.O.A.C. also reports good progress and a drastic administrative re- 
organization. Concurrent with increases in passenger and freight miles flown, new 
aircraft fleets were being brought into operation and the process of merging the 
B.O.A.C. with the British South American Airways Corporation into one consoli- 
dated whole was undertaken. Both reports give details of organization, aircraft fleet, 
flying operations, development, associated and subsidiary companies, and plans for 
the future. (387.7) 
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PURE SCIENCE 


SCIENCE: ITS METHOD AND ITS PHILOSOPHY. G. Burniston Brown. 
Allen & Unwin, 15s. 189 pages. D8. Frontispiece. Plates (including por- 
traits). Diagrams. Index. 

Several books have been written setting out in precise and orderly fashion the scientific 

method by which our knowledge of the world can be increased in the only sure way. 

Too often these works present us with an ideal method which is hardly ever applied 

in practice. Dr. Brown’s aim is to show how the question * What is scientific method ?” 

has been answered at different times during the course of the history of science, starting 
with Aristotle, and proceeding through Francis Bacon, Newton, and J. S. Mill, to the 
present-day ‘epistemological’ theories of Eddington, Milne and their followers. He 
shows how the aims and underlying philosophy of science have changed concurrently. 

In the final chapter—a dialogue—the author puts forward his own views on what 

scientists are attempting to do, and how they go about it. No great knowledge of 

science is required of the reader, and the treatment is well within the capacity of the 
inquiring layman. (so1.8) 

Astronomy 

SOLAR RADIATION AT KEW OBSERVATORY. J. M. Stagg for the Air 
Ministry: Meteorological Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s.6d. sD4. 38 
pages. 14 figures. Bibliography. Paper bound. (M.O. 530a: Geophysical 
Memoirs No. 86) 

The records of direct solar radiation that have been continuously maintained at Kew 
Observatory since July 1932 (and intermittently for a few years before then) form one 
of the few sources of information on solar radiation in the British Isles, and because of 
their interest to meteorologists as well as to architects, specialists in building research, 
heating and fuel engineers and agricultural and fishery authorities the data has here 
been summarized. Though the material discussed is concerned primarily with direct 
solar radiation received on a surface maintained normal to the direction of the radia- 
tion, measurements of the radiation received on a horizontal surface from sun and sky 
and from the sky alone have also been made at Kew Observatory since July 1946. As 
information about these aspects of solar radiation is probably more immediately useful 
in many practical applications than data concerning direct radiation of normal 
incidence, some preliminary results from the first year’s measurements are given in 
the second part of the discussion. ($23.72 

CELESTIAL NAVIGATION FOR YACHTSMEN. M. Blewitt. Iliffe for 
‘Yachting World’, 5s. F8. 61 pages. 26 diagrams and graphs. Index. Limp 
cloth. 

This up-to-date work is based on the use of simplified tables and is written entirely 

from the yachtman’s point of view, as opposed to that of the airman or big-ship 

navigator. Unnecessary material has been excluded from the text, and the result is a 

lucid and practical work with just sufficient theoretical explanation required for a basic 

knowledge of the subject. (527) 

THE STAR ALMANAC FOR LAND SURVEYORS FOR THE YEAR IQ§I. 
Admiralty: Nautical Almanac Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. sR8. 
80 pages. Paper bound. 

This almanac has been expressly designed to meet the requirements of the surveyor, 

with the object of providing him, in a compact volume, with astronomical data to the 
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precision he really requires and in the form which he prefers. Its main features are the 
R and E form of tabulation originally introduced into the Abridged Nautical Almaruc 
in 1929; a large number of stars, including all those brighter than magnitude 4.0; a 
precision of tabulation, varying between 1” and 0’.1, corresponding to the require- 
ments of the land surveyor; and refraction tables to facilitate reduction of observations. 
A brief outline of fundamental concepts and definitions, together with a description 
of the tabulated data and illustrations of how it is to be extracted from the almanac, 
precedes the almanac itself which comprises Ephemeris of the Sun; Apparent Places 
of Stars; Circumpolar Stars; Index to Places of Stars; Pole Star Table; Refraction 
Tables; Interpolation Tables; and Conversion of Time to Arc. (528.2) 


Physics 

NATIONAL PHYSICAL LABORATORY: REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1949. 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. H.M. Stationery Office, 
1s.9d. sR8. 76 pages. Appendices. Index. Paper bound. 


The Report surveys the work of the Laboratory in all its fields, and lists papers pub- 
lished by each Division. It draws attention to some researches of special interest: in 
the standards field further work has been done to improve the accuracy with which 
the fundamental points of the Temperature Scale can be realized; in the Electricity 
Division equipment has been constructed for the automatic recording of various 
standard frequencies to be transmitted by the G.P.O. and monitored by the Labora- 
tory; the Engineering Division has continued work on the fatigue strength of geo- 
metrically similar specimens of sheet metal, in order to determine the effect of size on 
the fatigue limit; the Light Division has embarked on a programme, based on new 
methods, for the production and duplication of optical diffraction gratings, and in the 
field of vision research the Division has commenced a re-determination of the spectral 
luminosity function of the normal light-adapted eye and is extending the work to 
include all three of the trichromatic functions defining the standard observer; the out- 
standing development in the Metallurgy Division is the regular production of iron 
of 99.96 per cent purity, and this has enabled a systematic study of mechanical proper- 
ties of pure iron alloys to be initiated; in the Physics Division work on ultrasonics has 
been commenced, and accurate measurements of elastic constants of metals have been 
made, using the pulse technique. (530.72) 


MOLECULES IN MOTION. T. G. Cowling. Hutchinson, 7s.6d. C8. 183 pages. 
Diagrams. Bibliography. (Hutchinson's University Library) 
A useful and readable little book which sets out to describe in relatively simple terms 
the kinetic theory of gases and to show that ‘gas theory has been fruitful far outside its 
own proper boundaries’. It neatly draws together the essential properties of a gas and 
uses them to determine the external and internal structures of the gas molecules. There 
is a suitable historical background and the main points are emphasized by analogues 
with everyday life. The basic steps in the argument of the mathematical theory are 
clearly laid out and the reader is led gently up to the Maxwellian velocity-distribution 
function. The knowledge gained is extended to the similar fields of the eddy currents 
in the atmosphere, gaseous discharges and the electron gas in metals. (533-8) 


THE INTERNATIONAL TEMPERATURE SCALE OF 1948. Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research: National Physical Laboratory. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 6d. sR8. 12 pages. Paper bound. 

The International Temperature Scale is recognized throughout the world as the 

practical scale on which all national standardizing laboratories and others should base 
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their temperature measurements. The National Physical Laboratory is responsible for 
establishing the scale for Great Britain and on 1 January 1949 the Laboratory officially 
adopted the new International Temperature Scale of 1948, in place of that formulated 
in 1927, following the recommendations of the Ninth General Conference of Weights 
and Measures. The scale defined in this pamphlet, therefore, represents the first revision 
of the scale adopted in 1927 and is designed to conform as nearly as possible to the 
thermodynamic Celsius scale as now known, while incorporating certain refinements 
based on experience so as to make the scale more uniform and reproducible than its 
predecessor. (536.5) 


THERMODYNAMICS. A Modern Introduction to General Thermodynamics 
and its Applications to Chemistry and Physics. J. R. Partington. 4th edition, 
revised and enlarged. Constable, 22s.6d. sD8. 273 pages. Tables. Diagrams. 
Appendices. Index. 

This is a revised and enlarged edition of a well-known work and it now covers the 

following aspects of the subject: specific and latent heats, the first and second laws of 

thermodynamics, simple systems and physical changes, ideal solutions, chemical 
equilibrium in gases and ideal solutions, non-ideal solutions and electrolytes, the 

Nernst heat theorem, and statistical methods. Numerical examples with answers are 

given and appendices are provided containing the equations of general dynamics 

used in the chapter on statistical methods, an extension of the theory of electrolytes, 
and a section on the properties of steam. The principal changes in this edition are the 
use of the symbols recommended jointly by the Chemical, Faraday and Physical 

Societies in 1937, a modified presentation of the Second Law, a detailed treatment of 

activity and the Debye and Hiickel theory of strong electrolytes, the addition of a 

section on statistical mechanics, and the addition of the appendices referred to. The 

book is intended for students whose interests are not purely mathematical and only 
elementary calculus is used. The author is Professor of Chemistry in the University of 

London. (536.7) 


Chemistry: Apparatus 

AN INTRODUCTION TO LABORATORY TECHNIQUE. A. J. Ansley. 2nd 
edition. Foreword by F. H. Newman. Macmillan, 16s. 1C8. 303 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

A useful source book of information for all who are faced with the maintenance of 

physical apparatus. Subjects treated include cements, lutes and solvents, the soldering 

of metals, glass-working, electroplating, electrical equipment, optical projection, the 

production of mirror surfaces, and the purification of mercury. The new edition has 

been brought up to date by the incorporation of additional material, principally in the 

chapters on glass-blowing and optical projection. The type of the book has been 

reset, and a smaller page used. ($42.2) 

Meteorology 

NEW ZEALAND WEATHER AND CLIMATE. Edited by B. J. Garnier. New 
Zealand Geographical Society (Auckland, New Zealand), 11s. F4. 154 pages. 
Illustrations. Maps. Bibliography. 

This book consists of five articles, with appendices, on aspects of the New Zealand 

climate. The authors give particular interest to this study by drawing attention to the 

widespread range of daily and seasonal fluctuations in the weather of New Zealand; to 

the difficulties in forecasting that arise from the mountain-relief and the absence of 
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regular meteorological reports trom stations in the surrounding seas. There are two 
articles by the editor on the climate of New Zealand and three otlicr articles,on weather 
forecasting, the history of weather observations in New Zealand, and on climatic 
elements, by officers of the Meteorological Service. (551.509931) 


UPPER WINDS OVER THE WORLD. C. E. P. Brooks, C. §S. Durst, 
N. Carruthers, D. Dewar and J. S. Sawyer for the Air Ministry: Mcteo- 
rological Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 17s.6d. sD 4. 150 pages. 19 figures. 
23 tables. Appendices. Bibliography. (M.O. 499e: Geophysical Memoirs 
No. 85) 

The greater part of this volume consists of charts of upper winds over the world 

compiled by the use of two parameters. The text, in four parts, is concerned with wind 

roses; seasonal charts of mean heights of isobaric surfaces; seasonal charts of standard 
vector deviation; and seasonal charts of winds at standard pressure levels in the tropics. 

The charts themselves show contours, standard vector deviation and stream-lines at 

700 mb., 500 mb., 300 mb., 200 mb., and 130 mb. ($51.51) 


Anthropology Ethnology 
MIRROR FOR MAN. The Relation of Anthropology to Modern Life. Clyde 
Kluckhohn. Harrap, 12s.6d. D8. 288 pages. Index. 

The author, who is Professor of Anthropology in Harvard University, is writing for 
the layman and specially for those to whom the anthropologist’s pre-occupation with 
potsherds, skulls and the customs of primitive communities seems far separated from 
the problems of modern life. Under the chapter heading of “Queer Customs’ he tries 
to define what the anthropologist means by ‘culture’ and to show how a knowledge 
of cultural patters can assist modern international good relations. Under the heading 
*Skulls’ he discusses the application and implications of physical anthropology, with 
a succeeding chapter on ‘Race: a Modern Myth’. He has a chapter on linguistic habits 
and their relevance to problems of translation. Another describes the modern use of 
anthropologists in colonial administration and in war. The last chapters concern the 
position of the individual personality in a cultural pattern, the anthropologist in rela- 
tion to the author’s own country (U.S.A.) and to world problems. ($72) 


A READER IN GENERAL ANTHROPOLOGY. Carleton S. Coon. Jonathan 
Cape, 36s. IM8. 634 pages. Tables. Maps. Appendix. Index. 
The subject-matter of anthropology is very extensive but many of the best books of 
source material are out of print or not easily accessible to students. The author, who is 
Professor of Anthropology in Harvard University, has therefore compiled a reader 
comprising substantial extracts from authoritative works illustrating cultures at six 
different levels which are arranged in order of increasing complexity. These extracts 
are supplemented by comments by the author and by an appendix in which he explains 
his theory of developing human cultures. The extracts themselves are taken from most 
varied sources and include some hitherto unpublished material such as the account of 
the canoe Indians of Tierra del Fuego by Thomas Bridges and an analysis of the 
division of labour in an Indian village by Professor Morris Opler and Rudra Datt 
Singh. There are contemporary accounts of past cultures such as the description of 
Mexican court-life by Bernal Diaz, who accompanied Cortés, and of seventh-century 
India by a Chinese Buddhist pilgrim, as well as much by modern authors such as Dr. 
George Harley on Liberia and Knud Rasmussen on the Netsilik Eskimos. The book is 
illustrated by maps and diagrams. (572.082) 


tw 
Nn 


THE PEOPLES OF THE LAKE NYASA REGION. Mary Tew. Oxford 
University Press for the International African Institute, 10s.6d. R8. 131 pages. 
Tables. Maps. Bibliography. Paper bound. (Ethnographic Survey of Africa: 
East Central Africa, Part 1) 


THE PEOPLES OF SIERRA LEONE PROTECTORATE. M. McCulloch. 
Oxford University Press for the International African Institute, 8s.6d. R8. 
102 pages. Tables. Maps. Bibliography. Paper bound. (Ethnographic Survey 
of Africa: Western Africa, Part 11) 


THE IBO AND IBIBIO-SPEAKING PEOPLES OF SOUTH-EASTERN 
NIGERIA. Daryll Forde and G. I. Jones. Oxford University Press for the 
International African Institute, 7s.6d. R8. 94 pages. Tables. Maps. Biblio- 
graphy. Paper bound. (Ethnographic Survey of Africa: Western Africa, 
Part IIT) 


These are the first three volumes in a series edited by Professor Daryll Forde, Director 
of the International African Institute. The preparation of an ethnographic survey of 
Africa was begun in 1945 and assistance in the work has been given by research institu- 
tions in various parts of Africa, while a grant in aid has been made under the Colonial 
Development oad Welfare Act. Each study is self-contained and is devoted to a single 
group of native peoples; the Survey should be valuable to both the student and to the 
administrator. (572.96785) (572.9664) (572.96694) 


Natural History of Man 


MAN IS A MICROCOSM. J. A. V. Butler. Macmillan, 10s.6d. 1C8. 164 pages. 
8 plates. 15 illustrations. Index. 
From the dawn of speculative thought in Greece the analogy between man and the 
world has been a commonplace; Paracelsus described man as a world, or cosmos, in 
miniature. Dr. Butler has thrown more light on this subject by a popular survey of the 
nature and basis of life, and of the elements that form the substance of living things. He 
invites the reader to r¢ v ilue d the life in and around man, rather than lose himself in the 
vast expanse termed the macrocosm. In the concluding chapters he discusses the 
muscles, nerves and that complex organ the brain. Through: yut the whole book he has 
portrayed man as the cpitome of the universe. (573-1) 


Botany 


DRAWINGS OF BRITISH PLANTS. Part IV. Stella Ross-Craig. Bell, 5s. R8. 
26 plates. Index. 
This fourth part of what is already becoming a standard work covers the natural orders 
Resedaceae, Cistaceae, Violaceae, Polygalaceae, and Frankeniaceae. Consisting simply of a 
set of twenty-six full- page plates, each of which deals with a single species, it maintains 
the extraordinarily | high “standard set in previous volumes. Each pl ate, besides showing 
the whole plant, stem and root system, includes magnified details of the parts of the 
flowers woh fruit, stipulc s, etc. Unlike many such line drawings, these all have a lively 
appearance, and show how well a skilled artist can retain the naturalness of the material 
while respecting scientific accuracy in every detail. This is a most v aluable contribution 
to botanical literature. (581.942) 
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A RETROSPECT OF FLOWERS. Andrew Young. Jonathan Cape, 10s.6d. 
IC8. 176 pages. 
This scholarly and charming set of essays about wild flowers and trees follows the 
author’s previous Prospect of Flowers. Full of quotation and allusion to other writers of 
all ages and all countries, it introduces many flowers, some common, some rare, 
considering their names and old uses, their natural and literary history, and their 
personal appeal to the writer. Yet this book also contains much more of accurate 
observation and information than many produced for that purpose only, while many 
will be glad to read it for the quality of the writing alone. (582.13) 


FUNGI, FRIENDS AND FOES. A. F. Parker-Rhodes. Elek, 12s.6d. D8. 
140 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. (Science 
in Action Series) 

This is the second of a series edited by S. Lilley, and intended for the intelligent layman 

who is interested in the scientific causes of things observable in everyday life. Since in 

a short space the author covers a wide diversity of fungi, from fairy rings and toad- 

stools to lichens, rusts and mildews, penicillin and yeasts, no more than an outline of 

their characteristics can be given. A number of diagrams and illustrations, however, 
help to make plain the various structures and methods of propagation. Considerable 
emphasis is placed on the important, though frequently forgotten, part that fungi play 
in life, ranging from damage through moulds, crop diseases, and destruction of wood 
to the promotion of healing in medicine and, in the case of yeasts, their w idespread 
uses in the preparation of food and drink. A cha apter on classification, suggestions for 

further reading, a glossary and an index are also provided. (589.2) 

Zoology: Birds 

THE BIRDS OF THE NORTH KENT MARSHES. E. H. Gillham and R. C. 
Homes. Collins, 12s.6d. C8. 320 pages. 23 plates. 2 maps. Bibliography. 
Index. Endpaper maps. 

Although this might appear to be a book of parochial interest, the marshlands of north 

Kent are one of the most favoured British haunts of migrants from northern Europe, 

especially waders and ducks, which few people can ever study in their breeding 

grounds. Moreover, a remarkably large number of species actually breed in this area, 
and its interest for the ornithologist is therefore sustained throughout the year. The 
book begins with short chapters on the various communities and their inhabitants, 
while the main body of the work is a detailed systematic list of all the birds observed 
in the area since reliable records have been available. A list of scientific names of 
species, and a bibliography, will be of value to overseas readers especially, and the 
photographs, many of them from foreign sources, are excellent. This is a good example 
of the typical modern bird-book, scientific yet eminently readable. (598.294223) 


USEFUL ARTS AND APPLIED SCIENCE 


Medicine and Surgery Safety Measures 

A DOCTOR DIGRESSES. Kenneth Walker. Jonathan Cape, 10s.6d. L.Post8. 
207 pages. 

This is a volume of sixteen essays unassumingly revealing a philosophy of life which 

has grown in the author’s mind as an outcome of his long study and practice of 

medicine. Although the titles of some of his cssays have a medical implication, e.g. 

“The Patient’, ‘Health’, ‘Treatment of Illnesses of the Mind’, they are none of them 
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technical disquisitions that in manner or matter should appal the layman. In fact, 
Dr. Kenneth Walker shows the true essayist touch in his humanity and his personal 
style; this is seen in his essays on “A Model for All Doctors’, “ Nature’, and ‘Habits of 
Thought’. The main theme that runs through these essays is that man is a unity of 
body and mind and is part of the whole phenomenon of life as revealed in nature. On 
the realization of this, he maintains, depend not only health and healing but the hope 
of humanity’s climbing to a higher level. This book is written with earnest thought 
and feeling, and conveys in good, set terms the results of long first-hand experience of 
the body and mind of man. (610.4) 


THE NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE. Roger Ormrod and Harris Walker. 
Annotations to the National Health Service Acts, 1946 and 1949 by John 
Ellison. Reprinted from Butterworth’s Annotated Legislation Service (Statutes 
Supplement No. 63). Butterworth, 27s.6d. sR8. 482 pages. Map. Tables. 
Diagrams. Index. 


This work contains a descriptive account of the Health Service and annotated texts of 
the National Health Service Acts of 1946 and 1949 and the numerous Statutory Instru- 
ments by which effect is given to those two acts. A description is given of the bodies 
administering the Service, together with an account of the provisions affecting practi- 
tioners and consultants, and a description of the health services provided by local 
authorities. (610.6142) 


A SHORT HISTORY OF ANATOMICAL TEACHING IN OXFORD. H. M. 
Sinclair and A. H. T. Robb-Smith. The Curators of the Bodleian Library 
(Oxford), 3s.6d. D8. 81 pages. Plates (including portraits). Appendices. 
Bibliography. Paper bound. 

This short history was prepared to accompany an exhibition to illustrate the Teaching 

of Anatomy at Oxford held at the Radcliffe Science Library from 20 February to 

29 July 1950. Regular teaching of anatomy at Oxford began in the sixteenth century, 

following Edward VI’s visitation of the University in 1549 as a result of which new 

statutes were drawn up which included provisions for the study of medicine. From 
then until the present day many names famous in the history of anatomical studies 
adorned the University. In spite of the small space at their disposal the authors have 
been able to enliven the story with many anecdotes, giving the work a human note. 

Appendices give a chronological table of teachers on anatomy; the numbers of 

students passing the Bachelor of Medicine examination since 1810; a bibliography; 

a catalogue of the exhibits. The plates reproduce many portraits and illustrations 

from the literature. (611.07) 


BLOOD GROUPS IN MAN.R.R. Race and Ruth Sanger. Foreword by R. A. 
Fisher. Blackwell (Oxford), 30s. D8. 306 pages. Tables. References. Index. 


In his foreword Professor Fisher stresses the need for an exact and comprehensive text- 
book on the blood groups which the Director of the Medical Research Council Blood 
Group Research Unit and the junior author, a member of the staff of the same unit, 
are especially well-qualified to provide. Here, in a simple style, the authors elucidate 
the complex subject of blood groups, their frequency, inheritance and their impor- 
tance to the knowledge of human genetics. Emphasis is laid on the work done since 
1940, although adequate accounts are given of all the groups and references to the 
early work are included. Two final chapters are devoted to Blood Groups and Disease 
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and to Blood Groups and Problems of Parentage and Identity. Volumes dealing with 
the ethnological and clinical aspects of the subject will shortly follow in the same 
series. (612.118) 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF ENQUIRY INTO THE PRECAUTIONS 
NECESSARY TO SECURE SAFETY IN THE USE OF EXPLOSIVES IN 
COAL MINES. Ministry of Fuel and Power. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. 
sR8. 52 pages. 2 tables. Paper bound. 


The Committee considered that the existing Explosives in Coal Mines Order of 1934 
(and amendments) still does not include a number of requirements which were re- 
commended by the Royal Commission on Safety in Coal Mines in their Report of 
1938, and does not adequately take account of certain recent developments. Their 
Report, therefore, suggests the lines along which a new Explosives in Coal Mines 
Order should be drafted, and also makes recommendations regarding a number of 
related matters which cannot be dealt with appropriately by legislation. (614.831) 


TUTORIAL PHARMACY. J. W. Cooper and Colin Gunn. 4th edition. 


Pitman, 18s. C8. 680 pages. 100 text figures. General bibliography and 
chapter references. Index. 


The companion volume to Dispensing for Pharmaceutical Students has now been revised 
in accordance with the British Pharmacopocia, 1948, and new matter includes a 
section on surgical dressings, ligatures and sutures and a chapter on emulsions. The 
work gives a short history of pharmaceutics and describes some general principles 
and processes involved in pharmaccutical operations. Sections are also devoted to 
extraction, related processes and preparations, to miscellaneous preparations, such as 
salts, soaps, esters, and aromatic waters and spirits, and to biological products, includ- 
ing antigens, antitoxins and antiserums, and hormones. Appendices give, with other 
useful information, posological tables and a list of strengths. (615.4) 


CLINICAL EXAMINATION OF PATIENTS WITH NOTES ON LABORA- 
TORY DIAGNOSIS. John Forbes and W. N. Mann. Edward Arnold, 18s. 
D8. 333 pages. 4 colour plates. $3 figures in text. Index. 

The Physician to the Wrexham Hospitals and the Assistant Physician to Guy’s Hospital 

have written this book as a guide to the student in the clinical stage of his training, to 

assist him in clarifying and systematizing beside instruction. There are chapters on 
history-taking, general physical examination, on the examination of the six systems, 
and of the other parts of the body. Besides physical investigation, the authors discuss 
the uses of radiology in diagnosis, and devote a chapter to laboratory methods. The 
direct style and clear pages will appeal to the student. (616.075) 


COMMON DISEASES OF THE EAR, NOSE AND THROAT. Philip 


Reading. Churchill, 21s. L.Post 8. 296 pages. 2 colour plates. 37 text figures. 
Index. 


The general layout of this small book, with its short chapters subdivided by clear 
headings into sections, will appeal to students and newly qualified practitioners, whose 
requirements Mr. Reading, Surgeon to the Ear and Throat Department, Guy’s 
Hospital, London, has tried to meet. To include the essentials, the author has made a 
careful selection of material, describing minor operations for which a house officer 
may find himself responsible, but otherwise giving little space to operative tech- 
niques. Mr. Reading refers in his preface to his treatment of the important subject, the 
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anatomy of ear, nose and throat, by which he retains the structural details of impor- 
tance in diagnosis and treatment and later tries to link the manifestations of disease 
with deviations in structure and function. A final chapter describes the use in these 
diseases of penicillin and the sulphonamides. (616.2) 


EYE suRGERY. H. B. Stallard. 2nd edition. Wright (Bristol), 52s.6d. D8. 
683 pages. 550 illustrations. Index. 


This book is not an account of all the operations carried out by ophthalmic surgeons 
but of those which the author, who is Surgeon at the Moorfields Eye Hospital and Eye 
Surgeon to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, is accustomed to practise, together 
with descriptions of the technique he employs. New material in the second edition 
includes particulars of modern practice in the technique of penetrating and lamellar 
corneal grafting and keratectomy; of certain glaucoma operations; stricturotomy of 
the naso-lacrimal duct; canaliculo-rhinoplasty; the technique of cataract extraction 
using a wide keratome and corneal scissors; lateral orbitotomy (Krénlein’s operation); 
partial scleral resection in the treatment of retinal detachment; and Cutler’s implant 
into Tenon’s capsule after either evisceration or excision of an eye. The use of thrombin 
and fibrinogen, penicillin, amnioplastin, and of sterile air in eye surgery are men- 
tioned. A new technique for the irradiation of malignant intraoccular neoplasms by 
circular radius plaques curved to fit the sclera and secured to it by sutures is described. 
Post-graduate students will find here the principles of operative surgery of the eye 
clearly set out, with concise instructions about anaesthesia and instruments which the 
author has intentionally repeated for operations having features in common. (617.7) 


WORTH AND CHAVASSE’S SQUINT. THE BINOCULAR REFLEXES 
AND THE TREATMENT OF STRABISMUS. 8th edition by T. Keith Lyle. 
Baillitre, Tindall & Cox, 35s. C4. 329 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 
208 figures. Index. 

Dr. Bernard Chavasse and Mr. Keith Lyle have both in their turn made their own 

important contributions to the classic ‘Worth’s Squint’, and to ophthalmology in 

general, basing the aetiology, diagnosis and treatment of strabismus on sound phy- 
siology, and contributing to the rationaliz.tion of treatment. Technical advances owe 
much to both of them. The present editor, who has completely revised and has also 
simplified the text to make it more easily comprehensible to the non-specialist, gives 
as his chief aim the explanation of the aetiology of strabismus in terms of develop- 
mental anomaly. He deals with surgical treatment on general principles, omitting 
detailed description of those operations of which he has not had personal experience, 
and including illustrative cases in the text. There is an appendix, however, giving 
illustrative cases of ocular palsy with special reference to their investigation and treat- 
ment. A large number of new illustrations have been added to this revision by the 
present editor who is Surgeon and Medical Officer in Charge of the Orthoptic Depart- 
ment at the Westminster Branch of the Moorfields, Westminster and Central Eye 

Hospital. (617.76) 

Engineering: Mechanical 

THE MAGNETIC AMPLIFIER. J. H. Reyner. Stuart & Richards, 15s. D8. 
119 pages. Plates. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 

The use of the magnetic amplifier has so increased of recent years that the lack of a 


suitable book giving a general introduction to the subject was apparent. The present 
work provides this introduction in one volume, and the author really does start at the 
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beginning and give an outline of the subject. For the research worker or designer to 
follow through the transition stages of the transductor to the true magnetic amplifier 
has previously meant the consultation of numerous books and papers. For a complete 
knowledge of the subject he may still find it necessary to make reference to such works 
as that by Uno Lamm, but the present collection of information should prove useful; 


in addition to the general theory and design details a final chapter is included on some 
representative practical applications. (621.3841363) 


GAS TURBINES FOR INDUSTRIAL POWER. An Introduction for the 
Prospective User. R. J. Welsh. Technical Press, 7s.6d. D8. 56 pages. Ilustra- 
tions. Diagrams. 


Gas turbines are still in the development stage and there is a tendency for the litera- 
ture of the subject to multiply at a greater rate than the number of installations, and it 
is necessary to discriminate in one’s reading. This book is a reprint, without alteration, 
of a paper read two years ago to the Diesel Engine Users’ Association to explain the 
fundamentals of the gas turbine to those familiar with the Diesel engine, and there is 
no discussion of industrial applications. As an elementary introduction, particularly for 
the potential user, it is helpful, but its limitations must be kept in mind. The author was 
for many years chief Diesel engine sales manager to the English Electric Company. 


(621.433) 
——Roads 


THE HIGHWAY ENGINEER'S POCKET BOOK. A Simplified Guide to 
Road Location for Field and Office Use. F. G. Royal-Dawson. Foreword 
by E. B. Hugh-Jones. Spon, 12s.6d. C8. 136 pages. 9 figures in text. Tables. 
Index. 

The author, a well-known authority on the subject, has written several books on the 

theory of road curvature and the practical methods of setting out curves. This pocket 

book presents, in a form convenient for use in the ficld, the essential information 


required by the practising road engineer for setting out horizontal and vertical 
curves; it contains fifty-seven pages of tables. (625.72) 


——Irrigation 


IRRIGATION in Egypt and the Sudan, the Tigris and Euphrates Basin, India 
and Pakistan. Frederic Newhouse, M. G. Ionides and Gerald Lacey. Fore- 
word by Sir Douglas Harris and a general introduction by Gerald Lacey. 
Longmans, Green for The British Council, 3s. \C8. 68 pages. Frontispiece. 
20 illustrations. 7 maps. Bibliographies. Paper bound. 


The three essays written by experts and addressed to the general reader give in brief 
the story of irrigation in three separate parts of the world, each the home of one or 
more very ancient civilizations, and each for a longer or shorter term the scene of 
irrigation work by British engineers. Mr. Newhouse, writing on Egypt and the Sudan, 
takes the story from the construction of the Delta Barrage some fifteen miles north 
of Cairo, completed about 1861, and the great Aswan Dam (1902) down to work in 
the early forties. Mr. lonides contributes a very short account of the work in the 
Tigris and Euphrates Basin initiated by Sir William Willcocks in the early part of this 
century, the development of irrigation under the British Mandate, and progress under 
the Iraqi Government. Mr. Lacey's essay treats of the century of endeavour and 
achievement that ended in 1947, when the historic sub-continent of India gave birth 
to the Dominion (now the Republic) of India and the Dominion of Pakistan; he has 
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advisedly dealt chiefly ‘with the past and with the bare bones of fact’; he includes a 


note, however, on the advances made in the twentieth century and the problems of 
the Irrigation Commission. (626.8) 


——Waterworks 
MANUAL OF BRITISH WATER SUPPLY PRACTICE. Compiled by the 
Institution of Water Engineers. Editor: Aubrey Thomas Hobbs. Assistant 
Editor: Jean E. Hobbs. Heffer (Cambridge) for the Institution of Water 
Engineers, 50s. M8. 927 pages. Plates. Illustrations. Tables. Diagrams. 
Bibliography. Index. 
This manual was commenced in early 1948 and is an authoritative survey of British 
waterworks practice, although references to forcign practice and research have been 
occasionally given for purposes of comparison. The subject is covered in all its aspects 
and a bibliography is given at the end of each chapter for further reading—it would 
have been impossible to deal exhaustively in each chapter with the many aspects of 
the practice of water engineering. The reader is assumed to have a rudimentary know- 
ledge of such subjects as geology and chemistry and to have sufficient knowledge to 
pass the Associate Membership examination of the Institution of Civil Engincers. 
(628.1) 
Aeronautics 


EQUIVALENT HEADWINDS ON SOME OF THE PRINCIPAL AIR 
ROUTES OF THE WORLD. Air Ministry: Meteorological Office. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 9d. sR8. 20 pages. Folding map. 1 figure. Appendix. 
Bibliography. Index. Paper bound. (M.O. 535b: Meteorological Reports 
No. 7) 


In the planning of civil flying services a need has arisen for information on the fre- 
quency with which aircraft flying on the air routes of the world will be aided or hin- 
dered by wind. This led to the compilation of statistics which have been supplied from 
time to time to the various operating corporations and to others. Since these data have 


been of material use in planning schedules, it has been decided to publish the figures 
for a large number of routes in as concise a form as possible; the routes are great-circle 
routes in the main. The information is arranged according to the conventional seasons 
for the four heights, 10,000, 20,000, 30,000 and 40,000, and a map and index are pro- 
vided for the routes covered. (629.13241) 


THE COMMERCIAL PILOT'S LICENCE (FLYING MACHINES). Ministry 
of Civil Aviation. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s. D8. 32 pages. Bibliography. 
Paper bound. 

Since agreements have been reached through the International Civil Aviation 

Organization as to the conditions and requirements for licences for pilots and operat- 

ing crew of aircraft, the United Kingdom licensing requirements have been revised. 

The revised requirements are those prescribed by the Air Navigation Order 1949 and 

the Air Navigation (General) Regulations 1949. This pamphlet is only concerned with 

licences to be held by the pilots of flying machines, and deals with the licensing system, 
the Commercial Pilot’s licence, flying skill, and technical knowledge. A number of 
specimen examination questions are given and there is a list of recommended books 

for study. (629.132558) 








JANE’S ALL THE WORLD'S AIRCRAFT, 1950-1951. Edited by Leonard 
Bridgman. 38th revised edition. Sampson Low, 63s. Ob. Ffol. 531 pages. 
1,100 illustrations. Addenda. Index. 

The present edition of this important reference work on aircraft has been compre- 

hensively revised and brought up to date to mid-1950. As in previous years it is divided 

into five parts. Section A gives details of the military organization of every nation 
possessing an air force, and now includes Hungary, Israel, Indonesia, Lebanon and the 

Philippine Republic. Section B provides particulars of the civil aviation activities of 

all countries, and the more important world records, together with a complete list of 

international civil aircraft markings. Section C, the largest, deals with aircraft indus- 

tries and includes the new feature of a list of maiden flights made between June 1949 

and May 1950. Section D, covering aero-engines, is justly claimed to contain the most 

complete descriptive survey of the power-plants of the world; gas-turbine engines and 
piston-engines are divided into separate parts. After a lapse of ten years, the Airship 

Section E, has been reintroduced as a separate entity. (629.133) 


Motor Vehicles 

AUTOMOBILE ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT. A Complete Survey of Electric 
Lighting, Starting and Ignition as applied to the International Combustion 
Engine. A. P. Young and D. Griffiths. 4th edition. Iliffe, 25s. D8. 386 pages. 
Illustrations. Tables. Diagrams. Index. 

The fourth edition of this standard work on automobile electrical equipment brings 

it completely up to date. The text, dealing as it does with a complex subject is a model 

of clarity. The word ‘automobile’ in the title is used in its widest sense; hence equip- 

ment on aircraft engines and motor cycles is included. (629.254) 


BODY ENGINEERING. Design and Construction of Motor Vehicle Body- 
work. Sydney Frederick Page. Foreword by W. E. Walters. Chapman & 
Hall, 24s. D8. 188 pages. Illustrations. Plates. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

This indexed and clearly illustrated book deals primarily with motor vehicle bodywork 

as viewed by the draughtsman. It provides a sound introduction to the modern 

technical background. Due to limitations of space the treatment of many complex 

problems, particularly those relating to manufacture, is extremely brief. (629.26) 


Agriculture Rural Life 
LETTERS FROM COMPTON DEVERELL. ‘BB’. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 16s 
D8. 288 pages. Drawings by Denys Watkins-Pitchford. Decorated end- 
papers. 
The author of this book differs from most contemporary recorders of the English rural 
scene in that he is as much interested in sports—shooting and fishing, chiefly—as in 
natural history and country life generally. His attitude, he is the first to admit, is 
perhaps anachronistic, and the life which he describes in these letters from an imaginary, 
but typical, country house in the English Midlands, is one which few are now fortu- 
nate enough to enjoy. But this book really succeeds in giving the atmosphere of such 
a life and is thus as much a document of a dying social order as a book of natural 
history and outdoor life. It is well illustrated. (630.1) 


30 


A COUNTRY SCRAP-BOOK. Lilias Rider Haggard. Faber, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 
240 pages. With drawings of Norfolk scenes by Wilfred S. Pettitt. 
The author’s previous books Norfolk Life and A Norfolk Notebook have made a niche 
for themselves among chronicles of country life. The present volume begins where 
her previous book le ft off. The war is in progress and against this grim background the 
simplicity of natural things takes on a new significance. Homely domestic affairs, the 
rebuilding of a derelict cottage, the produce ref the earth, bird song and behaviour, 
landscape and weather, the cycle of the seasons and the activities that accompany them, 
interesting characters and sketches of local history have their place in a day-to-day 
record which echoes the satisfying rhythm of country life in a region which has still 
‘little to do with cities’. Interspersed with these we are given an account of a visit to 
the Bronté country, something of the history of Kensington Palace, a description of 
Rhodes ‘a city straight from the pages of a fairy-tale’, a little about the great bird 
artist Audubon, about Joan of Arc and about Mary Wollstonecraft, pioneer of women’s 
emancipation and, in addition, we come upon many wise reflections upon the conduct 
of life. The author believes that ‘true knowledge of the earth must always give a deep 
sanity and a wide judgment of the world’s bitter conflicts’. In her concluding chapter, 
“The Way of Peace’, she sees ‘in simplicity and a return to a more natural way of life 
the only hope for the happiness and peace of this sorely tried generation and for their 
children’. The charming illustrations reflect the spirit of this sane, admirably written 


book. (630.1) 


LIST OF RESEARCH WORKERS: AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY IN 
THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH, I9§0 (INCLUDING THE LIST 
OF SUCH WORKERS IN THE REPUBLIC OF IRELAND). Common- 
wealth Agricultural Bureaux. Commonwealth Agricultural Bureaux (Penglais, 
Aberystwyth), 10s.6d. sM8. 422 pages. Indexes. Paper bound. 

This list gives the names and addresses and, in some cases, the telephone numbers, of 

agricultural and forestry and veterinary research workers up to the end of 1949, with 

a general indication of the subject in which they are specially interested. The publica- 

tion is divided into the following sections: Commonwealth Institutes and Bureaux; 

Index of Subjects under Countries; Index of Countries under Subjects; Alphabetical 

Index of Names; Index of Institutions. The last part is a new feature. (630.72058) 


FARMING IN NEW ZEALAND. Department of Agriculture (Wellington, New 
Zealand), 8s.6d. D8. 340 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Paper bound. 

The first volume of a series planned to treat systematically of agriculture in New 

Zealand on a popular but factually detailed basis. The material in this volume is a re- 

written and revised presentation of two earlier departmental bulletins. The subjects 

covered are soil management, crop and pasture production, livestock, farm and pasture 

management and transport. (630.9931) 


PROFITABLE SMALLHOLDINGS. John Gunston. Foreword by G. E. Gregg. 
Lehmann, 8s.6d. C8. 142 pages. 4 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

The author, a well-known agricultural journalist, has for many years worked his own 

smallholding, and writes from a great fund of personal experience. The book covers 

holdings of anything up to fifty acres, and deals with livestock, various crops, market 

gardening, and small side-lines in production. There is a separate chapter on market- 

ing, while the first three are concerned with the establishment of the holding and its 
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equipment. Emphasis is rightly laid on the ways in which the smallholder is helped 
and encouraged by Agricultural Advisory Services, and also on the necessity of not 
trying to do too much when the holding is first taken over. The book is well printed, 
easy to read and handle, and thoroughly practical in its approach. (631) 


LAND DRAINAGE. R.G. Kendall. Faber, 12s.6d. 1C8. 133 pages. Illustrations. 
Plates. Diagrams. Index. 


A farmer and contractor of many years’ experience, an acknowledged expert in the 
practice of field drainage, and a keen observer with a flair for experiment, the author 
sets out clearly and in simple terms his views on the control of water in the soil. He 
lays emphasis on the diagnosis of the causes of waterlogging and the choice not only 
of method but of time for alleviating it, four methods being discussed in detail. The 
book contains many illustrations and diagrams. (631.6) 


THE COMING OF THE FLOWERS. A. W. Anderson. Williams & Norgate, 
10s.6d. C8. 268 pages. Line drawings in text. 


This book, by the Curator of the Timaru Botanical Gardens, New Zealand, is in effect 
a series of short essays each of which deals with the history of one species, or group of 
species, of well-known garden and hothouse flowers. In some instances the subject is 
approached through the life of the man who first discovered or introduced the flower 
—as in the case of Robert Fortune, who brought so many rarities from China in the 
mid-nineteenth century, or Bougainville the great French botanist of the previous 
century. The book is full of historical anecdote, of tales of hardships and disappoint- 
ments undreamt of by those of us who now grow these flowers as a matter of course, 
and readers of it who will be many and drawn from every country, will surely feel an 
increased appreciation of their favourites when they know the story of how they came 
to reach the gardens of lands so far from their native climes. The book is well written 
and charmingly illustrated with head- and tail-pieces in black and white. (635.9) 


TULIPOMANIA. Wilfrid Blunt. Penguin Books, 3s. sC8. 32 pages. 16 colour 
plates from seventeenth-century water-colours by Alexander Marshal. 
3 illustrations in text. Bibliography. (King Penguin Books) 
This beautiful little volume gives a brief but most entertaining account of the mania 
for tulips which has taken hold in many countries at one time or another. Here, special 
reference is made to Holland, Turkey and Britain, with a short section on the early 
history of the plant in cultivation. The plates, well up to the standard expected of this 
series, are of great interest, for they are taken from volumes of flower paintings in the 
Royal Library, at Windsor, originals which date from the middle of the seventeenth 
century. The varieties illustrated show how highly developed was tulip culture even 
in those days. (635.93432) 


Dogs 

THE DOG-LOVER’S WEEK-END BOOK. Eric Parker and A. Croxton 
Smith. Seeley Service, 12s.6d. C8. 400 pages. Drawings by Mil Brown. 
Glossary. Bibliography. Index. Illustrated endpapers. (Week-End Series) 

This anthology will become without doubt one of the most popular volumes in the 

Week-End Series. It covers dogs in history and legend, in drama and poetry and prose, 

in sport and exploration, at work and at play; in fact, no aspect of the dog world has 
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been omitted. At the same time, the book is happily free from mawkish sentiment, 

and has some forthright remarks to make on such matters as the cropping of dogs’ 

ears and the stupidity of breeding for show points. A good glossary, useful biblio- 

graphy and index complete a book which will be welcomed in every part of the world. 

(636.7) 

AIREDALES. Aylwin Bowen. Williams & Norgate, 6s. C8. 95 pages. 
13 photographs. 1 drawing. 


Airedales are the largest and among the best known of terriers, and in this little book 
their history is fully described, while chapters deal with every aspect of breeding, 
managing and showing them. The illustrations, alas, show the extent to which modern 
show fashions have, in appearance at least, emasculated this fine breed; the individuals, 
however, retain that sturdiness and attraction for which they have long been 
appreciated. (636.71) 
Fishing 
FISHING IN MANY WATERS. James Hornell. Cambridge University Press, 
30s. C4. 226 pages. Frontispiece and 36 plates. 44 drawings. Bibliography. 
Index. 
This book, published posthumously, is based entirely on the personal experiences of 
the author, during service on Fishery Missions for the British Colonial Office, as well 
as during private visits in many lands. Having considered first the equipment, weapons 
and birds or animals employed in catching fish, he then turns to a discussion of different 
specialized types of fishing. No part of the world is untouched by this book, the 
contents of which range from the great fish-farms of the Po delta to the women 
divers of the Japanese coast, while the ‘fish’ whose capture is described vary from 
sharks to béche-de-mer and other esoteric delicacies. Not only is this a well-written 
book, it is also extremely well illustrated, largely with the author’s own photographs, 
and with good clear diagrams and sketches. The accounts of ways and means of 
fishing are vividly clear, and yet full of factual information betraying a great power 
of observation and the recording of every event in accurate notes. Its value will be as 
great to the student of fisheries and of primitive cultures as to the ordinary reader, 
who will find in it fascinating material about fishing in every corner of the globe. 
(639) 
Domestic Science 
THE HOME HANDYMAN: Dealing with Cleaning, Renovating, Repair, 
Care and Maintenance of Domestic Articles and Appliances. F. Lockwood. 
C. Arthur Pearson, 5s. C8. 150 pages. 104 figures. Index. (Home Mechanic 
Series) 
This book tells the householder how to clean and repair articles and appliances used 
in the home, and the text is supplemented by a considerable number of explanatory 
diagrams and photographs. A surprising variety of subjects is covered and the book 
should make a strong appeal to the amatcur handyman as well as to the handywoman. 
(640) 
——-Sewing 
THE ABC OF NEEDLEWORK. J. M. Holt. Bell, 6s. C8. 127 pages. 143 line 
illustrations in the text. 
Hand-made garments have many advantages over machine-made or mass-produced 
articles and this practical little handbook will be of great help to those who have little 


33 








knowledge of the processes and stitches required for good workmanslup in the making 
of garments. Plain sewing stitches, constructive and decorative stitches and simple 
embroidery stitches are explained, and instructions given on the use of the sewing 
machine and of ready-made patterns, together with general rules for cutting out. 
Basic dressmaking directions follow, and the book concludes with advice on darnings 
patching and renovating. Although ‘needlework’ is specified the emphasis is on ele-_ 
mentary dressmaking, and the book will therefore be particularly useful to those who 
are interested in making their own clothes. (646.2) 


Business Management 


INCENTIVE AND QUALITY. J. Armstrong. Chapman & Hall, 18s. D8. 
123 pages. Charts. Tables. Index. 


This book is written to help the managements of business to instal an incentive scheme 
when the business is too small to justify engaging time and motion study specialists. 
A technical adviser to Kodak Ltd. and a director of his own small engineering works, 
the author reviews the various incentive systems in use in Britain and the U.S.A., and 
considers their advantages and drawbacks compared to an ideal incentive system. He 
deals with Merit Rating on a point system, leading up to his own system of Merit 
Sharing, i.e. allocating part of the profits for distribution on a merit basis. This system 
is fully described and is strongly advocated for the small business for its fairness and 
simplicity to instal and operate, and it should appeal to progressive managements of 
small firms. The author is not up to date in all his information, e.g. he states that the 
Bedaux System pays out only 75 per cent of the bonus earned whereas the full 
100 per cent has been adopted since 1935 in general practice. (658.3215) 


Chemic Technology 


BENZOLE AND TOLUENE FROM COAL GAS. Report on Technical Work 
Carried Out between 1941 and 1945. Ministry of Fuel and Power. H.M. 
Stationery Office, s.6d. Ffol. 74 pages. 17 figures. 41 tables in text. 23 fold- 
ing tables. 6 appendices. Paper bound. 

Lhis report aims to give an accurate picture of benzole recovery at gas works in 

Britain during the war years, when, as a result of a tremendous effort, over 190 million 

gallons of benzole were extracted from the gas. It gives tables of full experimental 

results, plant dimensions and operating conditions and contains much valuable 
information of scientific interest. Section I deals with the amounts and types of benzole 
produced from various fuel gases and from different coals in different carbonizing 
plant; Section II is concerned with the recovery of benzole and substances and therein 

covers wash oil and active carbon processes and miscellaneous matters; and Section II] 

gives the methods used in analysis and in the calculation of recoveries on wash oil 

plants. (662.628) 


THE ART AND SCIENCE OF BREWING. C. A. Kloss. Stuart & Richards, 
12s.6d. D8. 131 pages. 8 plates. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 

Written for the general reader rather than the specialist by the chief chemist of a well 

known London brewery, this is a comprehensive book covering many aspects of 

brewing. It includes chapters on the history of beer, on brewing research organizations, 

and short biographical sketches of scientists who have made notable contributions to 

the science of brewing. (663.3) 
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THE REFRIGERATED GAS STORAGE OF APPLES. Franklin Kidd and Cyril 
West for the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research: Food 
Investigation Organisation. Revised edition. H.M. Stationery Office, 6d. 
sR8. 16 pages. 2 figures. Appendix. References. Paper bound. (Food 
Investigation Leaflet No. 6) 

It has long been known that temperature plays an important part in determining the 

rate at which the ripening processes of apples proceed, and it was generally assumed 

that the storage life of the fruit would be longer the lower the temperature at which 
it was held. It became understood, however, that there was a definite limit to the 
temperature which could be used for the long-period storage of many of the most 
valuable English varieties of apples and an alternative means of retarding the ripening 
of the fruit wass ought. This pamphlet describes a storage method in which control of 
the composition of the atmosphere in the store is the principal feature; since control 
of temperature is also essential, the method is described as ‘refrigerated gas storage’. 

The outstanding advantage of gas storage is that it increases the storage life of the fruit 

at any given temperature by about two-thirds as compared with storage in air, and 

another important advantage is the long life of the apples after removal from store. 
(664.8) 

THE SCIENCE OF PETROLEUM. A Comprchensive Treatise of the 
Principles and Practice of the Production, Refining, Transport and Distri- 
bution of Mineral Oil. Vol. 5, Part I. CRUDE OILS, CHEMICAL AND 
PHYSICAL PROPERTIES. General Editors: Benjamin T. Brooks and A. E. 
Dunstan. Oxford University Press, 48s. D4. 200 pages. Plates. Tables. Dia- 
grams. Bibliography. Index. 

This publication brings up to date the information on chemical and physical proper- 

ties of crude petroleum as previously dealt with in the first four volumes of Science 

of Petroleum published in 1938. It is particularly noteworthy in that it brings together 
analyses of crude oils from the newer oilfields of the Middle East. A considerable 


amount of up-to-date data on the physical properties of hydrocarbons is brought 
together in a readily available form. (665.5) 


ADHESIVES. Board of Trade: Technical Information and Documents Unit. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 7s.6d. sR8. 94 pages. Plates. Figures. Tables. Biblio- 
graphies. (Selected Government Research Reports Vol. 7) 

The five Reports collected in this volume have been selected from research work 

carried out under the direction of the Ministry of Supply and are published primarily 

for the benefit of British Industry. They comprise Synthetic Resin Glues; Preliminary 

Study of Factors Affecting the Strength of Glued Joints in Aluminium Alloys; Ad- 

hesion of Glues to Plywood (two parts); Tests to Determine the Effects of Various 

Types of Adhesives on the Final Shape of Laminated Bends; and The Part Played by 

Formaldehyde in Dermatitis attributable to Synthetic Resin Glues. (668.3) 

Metallurgy 

THE EXTRACTION OF NON-FERROUS METALS. E. R. Roberts. Temple 
Press, 16s. D8. 189 pages. Plate. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

This book is based primarily on a short course of lectures (given to pre-Intermediate 

students at the Royal College of Science) which have been amplified to provide a text 

suitable for the higher science forms in schools, for the first post-Intermediate year 
in the universities, and for those employed in metallurgical works. After chapters on 
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general theoretical considerations (thermodynamics) and on various techniques, 
methods and plant employed, there are discussions of varying length on the extraction 
of the various non-ferrous metals. (669) 
Manufactures 
PAPER MAKING. A General Account of its History, Processes, and Applica- 
tions. Paper Makers’ Association of Great Britain and Ireland: Technical 
Section, Education Committee. Reprint. Technical Section of the Paper 
Makers’ Association (Kenley, Surrey), 6s. D8. 229 pages. Illustrations. Tables. 
Diagrams. Bibliography. Glossary. Index. 
The Technical Section of the Paper Makers’ Association is to be congratulated on the 
production of this book, a reprint of the 1949 edition, which gives a simple general... 
account of paper making, suitable for the younger members of the paper-making 
industry or those thinking of entering it. It is also addressed to those employed on the 
commercial side of paper making and in the paper using industries. The chapter 
headings are as follows: Introduction and Historical; The Nature and Uses of Paper; 
The Fibrous Materials of Paper Making; Pulping Methods—Fibres other than Wood; 
Pulping Methods—Wood; Methods of Bleaching and Cleaning Pulps; The Beater 
House—Beating; The Beater House—Auxiliary Operations; The Paper-Making 
Operation—I, Hand-Made Paper; The Paper Machine, Wet End—II, Dry End; The 
Manufacture of Boards; Finishing and “‘After-Treatment’; The Paper-Mill Labora- 
tory; Reading List; Paper-Making Terms; Glossary. (676) 
ARTIFICIAL FIBRES. R. W. Moncrieff. George Newnes for The National 
Trade Press, 25s. D8. 324 pages. 112 illustrations including diagrams. 
Bibliography. Index. 
Rapid development in this field during the last few years has produced a real need for 
this review of the present position of the industry. Every fibre which has been pro- 
duced for use, even on a small scale, is described with notes on its discovery, manu- 
facture, and main properties. The author is well known in the industry, and has con- 
tributed many theoretical and practical articles to textile periodicals; his text is clear 
and readable, with good illustrations. The structure and properties of fibres in general 
are first described, and the final chapters deal with the processing and identification of 
the different products mentioned in the main body of the work. (677.5) 
BRITISH CATALOGUE OF PLASTICS, 1950. An Encyclopaedia of 
Plastics. General Editor: E. Molloy. 3rd issue. National Trade Press, sos. 
sD4. 486 pages. Illustrations. Charts. Diagrams. Tables. Indexes. 
This encyclopedic work gives details of the latest developments in all fields of plastics, 
including comparatively new applications of plastics to the manufacture of textile 
machinery, printing plates and furniture. The Directofy Section includes a new 
feature—a classified Buyers’ Guide. Other sections have been revised and brought up 
to date. (679.05) 
Building 
PLANT FOR PRESTRESSING CONCRETE. Some New Appliances De- 
veloped by the Field Test Unit of the Ministry of Works. Ministry of 
Works. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.3d. sR8. 8 pages. 25 figures. Paper bound. 
(National Building Studies Bulletin No. 12) 
Two methods of prestressing are being used in the experimental manufacture of pre- 
stressed, precast concrete products by the Field Test Unit of the Ministry of Works: 
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pre-tensioning, in which the high-tensile steel wire is stressed before the concrete is 
cast and is subsequently restrained by bond; and post-tensioning, in which the wire is 
stressed after the concrete has hardened, and is kept taut by means of permanent 
anchorages. Some of the appliances here described can be used in either process; the 
bulletin discusses the straining bed, wire-gripping devices (static grips and quick- 
rclease grips), wire-tensioning equipment, stress determination, and vibrating and 
compacting. (691.3) 


FINE ARTS AND RECREATION 


ASPECTS OF BRITISH ART. Edited by W. J. Turner. Introduction by 
Michael Ayrton. Collins, 10s.6d. sR8. 324 pages. 175 illustrations (48 in 
colour). Bibliographies. Index. (Britain in Pictures) 

An omnibus volume bringing together inside one cover five essays previously pub- 

lished separatcly in this popular, beautifully illustrated series: British Drawings, by 

Michael Ayrton; English Water-Colour Painting, by H. J. Paris; British Portrait 

Painting, by John Russell; British Romantic Art, by John Piper; British Cartoons, by 

David Low; and Sporting Prints in British Art, by Guy Paget. This distinguished team 

of experts, which includes three well-known contemporary artists, is introduced by 

Michael Ayrton who emphasizes the range of Britain’s artistic tradition. Text and 

illustrations admirably complement each other. The colour plates, whatever the 

medium of the original, have a curious mezzotint appearance throughout the book, 
except when printed on glossy paper. But they are always interesting and, together 
with the black-and-white illustrations, give an excellent idea of the wealth of Britain’s 
art. This volume, first published in 1947 at one guinea, is now on sale for 10s.6d. 
(704.9082) 

THE OUTLINE OF ART. Edited by Sir William Orpen. Revised by Horace 
Shipp. George Newnes, 30s. R8. 860 pages. 16 colour plates. Nearly 
400 monochrome plates. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The first edition (1929) of this book was the result of collaboration by the late Sir 

William Orpen and Frank Rutter, a prominent artist and writer on art. After a revision 

in 1942 The Outline of Art has now been extensively revised by Horace Shipp, art 

critic and historian, who has brought the book more into line with its title than was 
the case with the original edition, by writing sections on Prehistoric, Egyptian, 

Cretan, Byzantine, Oriental and Negro art and the various modern schools of 

twenticth-century painting. This vast compilation, as it has now become, is addressed 

to a wide public and may be recommended to all non-specialist students of art. It is 
profusely illustrated with brief annotations to each plate (a commendable practice 
which might be more widely used in general art histories). The personality of the 
original authors has been also preserved, though at the cost of an occasional lack of 
proportion in the amount of space given to certain periods and schools. It is refreshing, 
however, to find much more adequate treatment of English late Victorian painting 
and the modern Dutch school than is usual in universal art histories. An attractive 
feature to English-speaking readers is the space given to art in the Commonwealth 
and in America. Attention is focused in the greater part of the book on painting and 
sculpture; post-Renaissance architecture, for example, including any mention of 

Versailles or Christopher Wren, is omitted. Finally, mention must be made of the 

excellent General Index which not only provides cross-references from alternate 

forms of Italian painters’ names, but also indicates the nationality of each artist; there 

are a few misprints and inaccuracies (709) 
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Landscape and Civic Art 
ENGLISH PANORAMA. Thomas Sharp. 2nd edition. Architectural Press, 
12s.6d. D8. 152 pages. 41 photographs. 15 illustrations in text. Index. 

Fourteen years have elapsed since Thomas Sharp wrote this penctrating study of the 
English scene, and during that time he has justly earned a high international reputa- 
tion in the field of town and country planning. The book has been long out of print, 
and a new edition is most welcome since it offers a brilliantly clear picture of the 
manner in which our towns and countryside have evolved, and of the problems of 
preservation and development that confront us today and tomorrow. No one who 
has read English Panorama will ever doubt that some measure of planning and control 


of our environment is necessary. The book now appears partly revised and largely 
re-illustrated. (710.942) 


LAWNS AND PLAYING FIELDS. F. J. Reed. Faber, 16s. D8. 212 pages. 

31 illustrations. Drawings in text. Tables. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 
The vastly increased interest in recreation, and especially in such games as require 
fine grass playing fields, makes this a welcome book in many parts of the world. The 
whole history and development of grass lawns and playing fields is covered, problems 
arising in regard to garden lawns receive much attention, while their establishment and 
maintenance is fully dealt with. Playing fields for various purposes have each a section 
to themselves, and the book is, in fact, a complete guide to the husbandry of these 
areas of ‘elite’ grassland, more important and valuable to the community now then 
ever before. Photographs and drawings deal with weeds and pests, and there is a good 
glossary of botanical terms. (712.4) 


Architecture 


THE STORY OF ENGLISH ARCHITECTURE. Hugh Braun. Faber, 12s.6d. 
sD8. 198 pages. $5 illustrations. Index. 
This is a straightforward account for the intelligent layman of any age from fifteen 
upwards, written by an architect who knows how to teil a story in clear language and 
who is the author of several successful books. The whole field of buildings in Britain 
from primitive to Victorian times is surveyed without too frequent reference to the 
stylistic classifications that discourage many readers. The final chapter entitled 
*“Nowadays’ discusses —a little too perfunctorily perhaps—the problems of the present 
day. Most of the illustrations are good photographs from the fine collection of the 
National Buildings Record. There is an adequate index to this pleasant production. 
(720.942) 
A COURSE OF REINFORCED CONCRETE DESIGN. Thomas J. Bray. 
2nd edition, revised. Chapman & Hall, 30s. SuR8. 228 pages. 76 figures. 
27 charts and graphs. Diagrams. Tables. Appendix. Index. 
The second edition of this book is identical with the first except for a note in the 
preface which explains that with the advent of the new Codes of Practice CP 114 
(1948) certain modifications in the design of reinforced concrete are implied, and it 
points out that until local authorities have revised their by-laws it is not the author’s 
intention to revise the text of the book. He has, however, added an appendix, No. 8, 
which gives a brief note of the implications of the new Code of Practice in so far as 
stresses in concrete are concerned. A table is given showing the grip lengths for re- 
inforcement for various diameters for various mixes of concrete, but unfortunately 
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the tabulation of the diameters has been omitted. The author has taken advantage of 
a reprint to extend his article on piling by giving further information on the Hiley 
formula which, as he says, is finding great popularity in preference to the Dutch 
formula which was previously given and which, incidentally, has been retained. 
(721.975) 
PARLIAMENT HOUSE. The Chambers of the House of Commons. Maurice 
Hastings. Architectural Press, 12s.6d. D8. 200 pages. Frontispiece. 40 plates. 
24 illustrations in text, including plans and diagrams. Index. 
In this scholarly and fascinating record of the Parliament buildings, Dr. Hastings 
explains how the origin of almost every feature of the new Chamber of the Commons 
(completed 1950) can be found in the past. The traditional form indeed goes back to 
1547, when St. Stephen’s Chapel in the Palace of Westminster was assigned to His 
Majesty’s Commons by the boy king, Edward VI. The Chapel, which was the back- 
ground to so many great events of parliamentary history, was destroyed by fire in 
1834 and the site absorbed by the familiar building of Sir Charles Barry and A. W. N. 
Pugin. An immense amount of research has gone into the preparation of this ‘place- 
history’ and the many illustrations are as absorbing as the text. (725.110942) 


CRUSADER CASTLES. A Brief Study in the Military Architecture of the 
Crusades. Robin Fedden. Art & Technics, 15s. F4. 64 pages of text. Coloured 
frontispiece. 37 plates. 8 figures in text (including map). Appendices 
(including bibliography) 

The author has a thorough first-hand knowledge of the country of his subject, which 

is one of compelling interest in the history of medieval military building, and his 

account, although very short, is vivid, authoritative and impressively documented. 

He tells how these Frankish strongholds came to be built, analyses their architectural 


qualities and describes their function and the lives of their defenders. It is a remarkable 
little book. (725.183) 


Numismatics 


ROMAN ANNIVERSARY ISSUES. An Exploratory Study of the Numismatic 
and Medallic Commemoration of Anniversary Years, 49 B.C.-A.D. 375. 
Michael Grant. Cambridge University Press, 21s. D8. 228 pages. 2 plates. 
Appendices. Notes. Indexes to persons, places, types and legends, general 
matters. 


The Professor of Humanity in the University of Edinburgh shows in this study that 
a large number of Roman imperial coins and medallions owe their types, wholly or in 
part, to coincidences in date with important ‘anniversary’ years. These coincidences 
are either deliberately arranged, or are accidental coincidences of which advantage is 
taken for propaganda purposes. The years thus signalized are the centenaries, or 
multiples or subdivisions of centenaries, of important moments in the history of the 
State, e.g. the births and deaths of leading persons; there is also commemoration of 
centenaries of actual coinage. The introduction sets out the evidence and arguments 
for this contention. There is a preliminary chapter on “Anniversary years’ and there- 
after the arrangement is by chronological order of emperors. This is a valuable work 
which stresses the importance of numismatics as primary historical material. 


(737-0937) 
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Silver Jewellery 
OLD SILVER FOR MODERN SETTINGS. Edward Wenham. Bell, 21s. D8. 
211 pages. 28 photographs. 90 line illustrations by Edgar Holloway. 
Bibliography. Index. 
A well-produced and well-arranged handbook on British silver by the former editor 
of The Connoisseur. The contents are divided into six sections of varying length: How 
to read Hall-Marks, Early Traditions and History, Old Silver in Modern Surround- 
ings, Distinctive Features of Later Styles, How the Faker Plays and Loses, Old Patterns 
produced by Modern Craftsmen. The fourth section on styles, the longest in the 
book (102 pages), contains an account of the evolution of design and shape in silver- 
ware of all varieties from 1660 onwards (the rarity of English silver before the Restora- 
tion places it outside the range of the ordinary collector). The opening chapter is 
valuable for its lucid and detailed account of hall-marks—a subject liable to frighten 
the novice. A useful feature is a list of selected dealers in old silver, both in London 
and the provinces, which is printed by permission of the British Antique Dealers’ 
Association. (739.230942) 


ANGLO-SAXON JEWELLERY. Ronald Jessup. Faber, 42s. R8. 148 pages. 
44 plates (4 in colour). Appendix. Index. 
In this book the author, a Fellow of the Society of Antiquarics and a noted archaeo- 
logist, has succeeded in combining specialized research with lively presentation of 
material. He describes in a long introductory essay the historical and domestic back- 
ground of Anglo-Saxon jewellery (the period covered is A.D. ¢. 450-850), the materials 
(gold, silver, bronze) and techniques which were used, and the gradual interest of 
antiquarians, especially the eightcenth-century Kenush parson-squire Bryan Fausset, 
who first began excavating Anglo-Saxon tumuli and dwelling sites. The aesthetic 
qualities of the jewels are not neglected and the superb exploitation of contrasted 
colours and material which characterizes Anglo-Saxon jewellery is strikingly revealed 
in the colour plates. They do full justice to the rich colouring of red, cabochon 
garnets, minute compartments of polychrome enamel, gold filigree and ornamental 
plaques which distinguish such pieces as the Sutton Hoo Purse-Mount (British Museum, 
London), and the Alfred Jewel (Ashmolean Museum, Oxford). The notes to the plates 
are very full and give bibliographical references to articles and other literature on 
individual jewels. This book may usefully be consulted together with the recently 
published Corpus of Anglo-Saxon Square-Headed Brooches, by E. T. Leeds, noted in the 
January 1950 issue of British Book News, which was a specialized study of one type of 
Anglo-Saxon jewellery. Mr. Jessup’s book covers all types of ornament, including the 
brooches, and may be recommended as a standard work on the subject with a wide 
appeal to anuquarians, archacologists, historians and students of jewellery design. 
Unlike some antiquities Anglo-Saxon jewels are fascinaung objects regarded solely 
as decorative designs, and Mr. Jessup’s book should enable a wide public to appreciate, 
perhaps for the first time, the excellence of this form of art dating from the earliest 
days of English history. (739.270942) 


Drawing 

THE SKETCHBOOK OF MARGARET BAKER, AGED 13. Britannicus Liber, 
8s.6d. ob. C4. 48 pages. 70 sketches. 

A collection of seventy untouched pencil drawings made between the ages of nine 

and thirteen by Margaret Baker, a schoolgirl born in 1936. The subjects are dogs, 

horses, ballet dancers and a few portraits, including one of the famous conductor, 
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Sir Malcolm Sargent. This very young artist has an astonishing talent for rendering 
line, texture and movement. Occasional weaknesses in modelling are balanced by a 
sense of line which fixes attitudes and personality in a particularly appealing manner. 
Margaret Baker herself supplies notes on these drawings; apart from a reference to 
books by the artist John Skeaping she appears to have had no systematic training in 
draughtsmanship and her future career will be eagerly watched. Besides appealing to 
juvenile readers, especially if animal lovers, her book will interest teachers and all 
concerned with child art as a demonstration of artistic ability. The drawing of three 
leashed saluki dogs at the beginning of the book won the Gold Award and H.R.H. 
Princess Louise award in the Royal Drawing Society’s competition 1950. (741.91) 


ITALIAN DRAWINGS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PRINTS AND DRAW= 
INGS IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM: THE FOURTEENTH AND 
FIFTEENTH CENTURIES. A. E. Popham and Philip Pouncey. 2 vols. 
Trustees of the British Museum, 52s.6d. C4. Vol. I. 230 pages: Vol. IL. Plates. 

The first two volumes of a series which will ultimately form a complete, illustrated 

catalogue of the Italian drawings in the British Museum. Volume | contains the 

Catalogue of Fourteenth and Fifteenth Century Drawings arranged alphabetically 

under artists’ names, with a concluding section of anonymous drawings under schools 

and indexes of subjects and former owners. Three hundred and fifty-three drawings 
are described with details of media, watermarks, measurements, previous ownership 
and exhaustive discussion of historical and iconographical data. In Volume 2 all the 
drawings are illustrated in 286 plates (some containing two or more drawings). This 
major work has been carried through by the Keeper and Assistant Keeper of the 

Department of Prints and Drawings who acknowledge in the preface their debt to 

the connoisseurship and expertise of previous workers in this specialized field. Scholar- 

ship and meticulous attention to method characterize this important publication from 
the national museum of Great Britain. Together with the recently published Phaidon 
volume on the Italian fourteenth and fifteenth century drawings, in the Royal 

Collection at Windsor, by Dr. Popham and Dr. Wilde (noticed in the May 1950 

issue of British Book News), students now have available definite catalogues of rwo of 

the world’s most important collections of Italian Renaissance drawings. (741.94505) 

Painting 

TWO CENTURIES OF BRITISH WATER-COLOUR PAINTING. Compiled 
by Adrian Bury. George Newnes, 63s. R4. 227 pages. 100 plates (16 in 
colour). Bibliography. Index to plates. 

In a twenty-five-page introduction to this handsome volume Mr. Adrian Bury 

describes water-colour artists as ‘the inheritors and exponents of a sense of beauty 

and mystery of things deeply rooted in the English temperament’. Development of 
the genre began with the topographical artists of the eighteenth century such as 

Cozens (1752-99), Paul Sandby (1725-1809) and John ‘Warwick’ Smith (1749-1831), 

continued with the ‘golden age’ of Girtin, Cotman, Peter de Wint and others in the 

early nineteenth century and has since been maintained by many gifted, sensitive 
artists. In choosing contemporary examples the author has followed the safe, tradi- 
tional path, rejecting as ‘aesthetic aberrations’ al] experimental work in the medium. 

Some of the most interesting water-colourists of our generation (e.g. the late Paul 

Nash) are therefore unrepresented. In a book on this scale the space given to technical 

aspects is also surprisingly small. It is nevertheless an authoritative guide to Britain’s 

past achievements in the art. Mr. Bury writes with the enthusiasm and knowledge of 
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a practising artist whose work is well known at the exhibitions of the New English 
Art Club and elsewhere. The plates are excellently printed on glossy paper with 
biographical details of the artists on the opposite page, forming an attractive and well- 
produced picture-book of many classics of water-colour art. (751.420942) 


ROMANESQUE WALL PAINTINGS IN FRANCE. Introduction by Paul 
Henry Michel. Translated from the French by Joan Evans. Thames & 
Hudson, sos. sR4. 30 pages. 91 plates (32 in colour). Bibliography. 

An important production, both for the unfamiliarity of the subject and for the super- 

lative photographs by Louis Laniepce and other French photographers. French wall 

paintings executed c. 1075-1225 were ‘rediscovered’ barely a century ago and no other 
work gives such an arresting series of plates as the present volume. M. Michel’s intro- 
duction which includes a detailed map, sets out in well-arranged sections the main 
facts concerning the geographical distribution, various techniques, iconography, style 
and state of preservation of these church paintings belonging to the period before the 
Gothic style. His illustrations are a revelation. Romanesque wall painting is charac- 
terized by linear, almost calligraphic emphasis, quiet colour tones (mainly subdued 
reds, browns and yellows) and absence of shading and perspective; these superbly 
decorative pictures may be enjoyed independently of the symbolical, iconographical 
features common to all medieval art. Such paintings were produced in other coun- 
tries, but by far the greater number survive in France. The specialized character of this 
book is modified by the aesthetic significance of the subject (modern painting has 
several affinities with romanesque art) and the links which suggest themselves between 
wall painting and contemporary styles in manuscript book illustration. On account of 
their age and fragility these paintings are rapidly deteriorating; as the author says, 

“there cannot be too many photographs of wall paintings’. For students of medieval 

painting this book is invaluable and will have a place beside the monumental volumes 

on English wall paintings (which begin at a slightly later date) by Professor Tristram. 

M. Paul Michel is attached to the staff of the Mazarine Library, Paris. (751.730944) 


PORTRAIT PAINTERS. Allan Gwynne-Jones. Phoenix House, 32s.6d. M4. 
$4 pages. 163 plates. 
This study of portrait painters and their art is a model example of a ‘picture-book’ 
vitalized and interpreted by a lively text. Though the author’s introduction and notes 
occupy less than one quarter of the whole book, careful thought, orderly arrangement 
of material and frank expression of personal enthusiasm for certain painters result in a 
comprehensive and, in the main, balanced exposition of the problems of portrait 
painting with stimulating criticism of individual artists’ work. The first part traces the 
development of portrait painting in Europe from Greco-Roman encaustic paintings 
executed on coffin or mummy-cases, to the end of the nineteenth century; the second 
part is devoted to twentiecth-century portraits by English artists. In a short preface the 
author affirms that great portraits are characterized by a fusion of drawing, design, 
colour and sense of space. The notes which follow, after giving the usual details of 
measurements, location, etc., concerning the pictures, contain miniature essays on 
individual painters with three, more general, notes on Early Portraits, French 
Eighteenth-Century Portraits and the Character of English Art. The 163 black-and- 
white plates of pictures from British, Continental and American galleries, are of high 
quality with careful differentiations of tonal values and attention to texture. There is 
much to learn from this well-conceived book which relates text and plates in an 
unusually satisfactory manner. Mr. Allan Gwynne-Jones, himself a distinguished 
portrait painter, is a member of the staff of the Slade School of Art, London. (757.9) 
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NATIONAL GALLERY CATALOGUES. FRENCH SCHOOL (PLATES). 


Trustees of the National Gallery, 30s. 16 x 12} inches. 116 pages of plates. 
This further volume in the series of revised catalogues of the National Gallery, 
London, contains monochrome reproductions of every picture described in the Cata- 
logue of the French School published in 1946. It is of much larger format than the text, 
some of the pictures being reproduced in their actual size. The captions give the 
title of the picture, date, size, inventory number, attribution and dates of the painter’s 
activity. The richness of the seventeenth, eighteenth and early nineteenth-century 
collections is shown in the splendid series of pictures by Claude, Poussin, Watteau, 
Greuze, Vernet and Ingres. The gaps in the National Collection are also revealed, 
especially the absence of any work by the great fifteenth-century painter Jean Fouquet. 
This notable production will be of great value for students of French painting and is an 
indispensable supplement to the printed catalogue which contains the full details of 
condition, provenance, iconography and literature concerning the pictures. The 
binding is unfortunately somewhat flimsy for a reference book of this size. Both the 
1946 catalogue and the volume of plates have been prepared by Mr. Martin Davies, 
Deputy Keeper at the National Gallery. The present volume is distributed for the 
publishers by Longmans, Green. (759.4) 


THE ORDEAL OF PAUL CEZANNE. John Rewald. Translated from the 
French by Margaret H. Liebman. Phoenix House, 30s. R8. 208 pages. 
gt plates (4 in colour). 14 illustrations in the text. Biographical outline. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Mr. John Rewald, a recognized authority on the Impressionist movement, first pub- 

lished this life of Cézanne (1839-1906) in French, under the title Cézanne et Zola 

(1936). The present translation is made from the much expanded second French 

edition of 1939, with the addition of some new material and a shift of emphasis from 

a study of the friendship between the painter and the novelist to Cézanne alone. The 

book is constructed around the direct historical evidence supplied by documents, 

letters, eye-witness accounts and the writings of Cézanne and his circle. It is an 
authoritative presentation of the life, personality and work of one of the greatest and 
most influential of modern French painters. A fascinating picture is drawn of Cézanne’s 
early life in Aix-en-Provence, the doubts of his genius frequently expressed by his most 
intimate friends such as Zola, the hostility of the official art world, and the unresolved 
conflicts arising out of the artist’s violent, morose and unhappy temperament. The 
illustrations are deliberately selected to include the less-known paintings (especially 
earlier works), and an interesting feature is the inclusion of photographs of many of 
the Provence landscapes which Cézanne loved to paint. A biographical outline with 
dates, and a bibliography (‘limited to the more important publications on Cézanne, 
special emphasis being put on books or articles of documentary interest’), are useful 
additions to this definitive biography. (759.408) 


EDVARD MUNCH. Frederick B. Deknatel. Introduction by Johan H. 
Langaard. Max Parrish, 21s. C4. 120 pages. 79 illustrations (6 in colour). 
Bibliography. 

This book has been prepared for the first full-scale exhibition in America of the 

paintings and graphic work of the Norwegian artist Edvard Munch (1863-1944). It 

consists of an introduction by the Keeper of the Municipal Collections, Oslo, a long 
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essay by Frederick B. Deknatel of Harvard University, the Catalogue of the Exhibi- 
tion, a Selected Bibliography of 112 items, and 7g illustrations. Less than half of 
the pictures exhibited are reproduced and the system of numbering them from the 
printed Catalogue regardless of omissions makes for the maximum confusion. The 
preliminary pages of the American edition, giving details of the Exhibition, are 
omitted in this English edition, which gives the bewildered reader no explanation for 
the peculiar order of the plates and arrangement of the book. Readers should be 
warned that the book is designed to serve the double purpose of a monograph on 
Munch and as an extended, souvenir Catalogue of the Exhibition. Apart from these 
drawbacks it is a sound, informative and well-produced volume. Mr. Deknatel’s 
essay brilliantly interprets Munch's personality, relating his psychological difficulties 
to his work and discussing his connection with the Expressionist school, the art 
nouveau movement of the beginning of the century and such painters as Van Gogh, 
Gauguin, Rops and Scurat. All aspects and phases of his work are represented in the 
fine plates. In view of the possibility of the Exhibition at present in America coming to 
England this book is to be welcomed as the first authoritative work available to 
English readers about an artist, still relatively unknown outside Germany and his 
native Norway, whose international status is steadily rising. (759.81) 


Photography 


MAKING A START IN PHOTOGRAPRY. John Bardsley. Chapman & Hall, 
gs.6d. sC8. 127 pages. Frontispiece. Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 
The author covers the usual ground of the use of the camera, effect of stops, negative 
material, filters, meters and calculations for determining exposure, development, 
fixing, printing and enlarging, retouching, intensification and reduction. The elements 
of theory are touched on where necessary and the half-tone blocks illustrate the points 
made. While the treatment is in no way novel or distinguished the book is pleasantly 
written and will be appreciated by the beginner who wants to do things for himself. 


(770.28) 
EXPOSURE: THE FUNDAMENTALS OF CAMERA TECHNIQUE. W. F. 
Berg. Focal Press, 21s. \C8. 432 pages. Plates. Charts. Diagrams. Tables. 
Index. (The Manual of Photo-technique Series) 


This is the fourth in this series of books (its predecessors dealing with Developing, 
Enlarging and Optics) planned ultimately to cover the entire field of photography. 
Dr. Berg is responsible for the quality of emulsion at the Kodak Research Laboratories 
and is a world expert in his subject. Among the many points very adequately dis- 
cussed are film speeds, shutter efficiency, sensitomctry, exposure metres, log. scales, 
colour, sensitivity, infra red, polarizing, filters, flash bulbs. Much care has been taken 
with the many plates and diagrams. This book is an essential possession of the man 
who wishes to improve his work by a complete understanding of the subject; the 
beginner will find it readable, the expert will find himself referring to it for many 
years to come. It is extraordinarily good value for the price. (770.282) 


FAMILY MOVIES OUTDOORS. R. H. Alder. Fountain Press, 2s. sC8. 144 
pages. Illustrations. Plates. Diagrams. Paper bound. (Cinefacts, No. 3) 
This handbook is addressed to the complete beginner and deals with the subject with 
simplicity and imagination. What to take and how to take it is well treated, the usual 
cine terms are explained and hints given on the use of the camera and its gadgets, 
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tele-lenses, close-ups, etc. The illustrations are to the point, and the booklet will 
provide many hints and ideas for the novice. (778.5349) 


TRAVEL WITH A CINE CAMERA. R. H. Alder. Fountain Press, 2s.sC8 

192 pages. Illustrations. Plates. Diagrams. Paper bound. (Cinefacts, No. 4). 
This booklet will he!p the photographer in his travels abroad. The hints on how to 
deal with Customs difficulties are very good and the rest of the booklet discusses what 
to take and how to do it in the unfamiliar surroundings of sun, sea, ice or mountain. 
The illustrations are excellent. (778.5349) 


Music 


FROM HOLST TO BRITTEN. A Study of Modern Choral Music. Rosemary 
Manning. Workers’ Music Association, 5s. sC8. 80 pages. Musical examples. 
Index. 

Within a small compass this account of recent compositions in the field of British 

choral music devotes attention to the chief composers since Holst and Vaughan 

Williams, and a list of appropriate recordings appears at the end of the book. Through- 

out the commentarics the author stresses the influence exerted on composers by 

political and social events. In all, thirty-cight of the larger choral works are dealt with. 
(784.068) 
The Film 


THE YEAR'S WORK IN THE FILM, 1949. Longmans, Green for The 
British Council, 3s.6d. IM8. 104 pages. 34 illustrations. Lists of film books, 
film music recordings, films and film awards. Index. Paper bound. 


This is the first issue of a British Council publication, which, it is hoped, will appear 
annually in a form similar to those which deal with music, the theatre and literature. 
As Roger Manvell writes in his introduction, it is for the growing public for serious 
books on the film, both at home and abroad, that ‘this series of essays on the year’s 
work in the British film has been prepared’. Articles include a detailed account of the 
work of Carol Reed, the well-known British film director, and its development. 
There are surveys of the year’s work in the feature, documentary and specialized film 
and a study of critical reactions to the British film abroad by the late Jean George 
Auriol. Eric Newton, art critic of the Sunday Times, gives his views on film décor. 
There is an article on the work of the British Film Institute by the Director, Denis 
Forman. The illustrations consist chiefly of excellent reproductions of stills from films, 
and the cover design is by Barnett Freedman, the distinguished artist. (791.4) 


The Theatre 


THE MASTERY OF MOVEMENT ON THE STAGE. Rudolph Laban. 
Macdonald & Evans, 30s. C4. 190 pages. Index. 


This treatise, which the author describes as a digest of his lectures and talks, embodies 
the practical studies and experience of a lifetime. Rudolph Laban, once Chief Director 
of Choreography and Ballet at the State Opera, Berlin, and author of Modern 
Educational Dance and Effort (with F. C. Lawrence) approaches the subject from an 
angle hitherto unrecorded in books. The ‘relationship between the inner motivation 
of movement and the functions of the body’ is the keynote to his exposition, which 
takes in turn ‘Movement and the Body’, “The Significance of Movement’, “The 
Roots of Mime’ and ‘The Study of Movement-Expression’. The work ends with 
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three mime plays by the author. The whole is an advanced and significant study of a 
subject essential in every actor’s training. (792) 


VOICE AND SPEECH IN THE THEATRE. J. Clifford Turner. Foreword by 


Peggy Ashcroft. Pitman, 15s. D8. 146 pages. Appendix. Index. (Theatre 

and Stage Series) 
Mr. Turner, who has worked and lectured on voice production at both the Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Art, London, and the Central School of Speech Training and 
Dramatic Art, London, has set forth in an admirably clear, concise style the results of 
his research in this field. With the actor most particularly in mind, his aim is to indi- 
cate ‘the fundamentals of training which will put at the actor’s command a technique 
of voice and speech; a technique which will embody the essentials of his art, but which 
cannot in the nature of things be in any way final or conclusive, for a technique 
matures only with the development and maturing of the imagination by which it is 
controlled and whose servant it is’. Mr. Turner accompanies his examination of each 
component part of the voice with exercises he himself has devised, and, in an appendix, 
gives a list of speeches taken from the plays of this century, each chosen to show the 
student what may be demanded of him by specific characters and situations. —_ (792) 


THE OLD Vic, 1949-50: Love's Labour's Lost, She Stoops to Conquer, 
A Month in the Country, The Miser, Hamlet. Lionel Hale. Evans, 7s.6d. 
M8. 112 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 32 plates. 

Most of the recent volumes of dramatic criticism have taken several years’ output on 

the London stage for their orbit. Lional Hale has the advantage in that the Old Vic 

season under review comprises five plays only, each the work of one of the greatest 
writers of his age. In these full-length criticisms the author’s carefully considered 
judgments are balanced by quotations from the expressed opinions of other critics, and 
illuminate a season of plays, which, though by no means the greatest in the Old Vic’s 
history, showed variety, ingenuity and an especially rich talent for comedy. Full pro- 
grammes accompany each review and there are photographs of sets and costumes. The 
criticism of “A Month in the Country’ has been contributed by Philip Hope-Wallace, 

London dramatic critic for the Manchester Guardian, Time and Tide, and the Listener. 

A final chapter, recording milestones in the Old Vic’s history, has been written by 

P. L. Richards. Lionel Hale is well known for his B.B.C. broadcasts and for his success- 

play, She Passed Through Lorraine (1931). (792.04) 


Ballet 


PAS DE DEUX. The Art of Partnering. Anton Dolin. Introduction by 
Arnold L. Haskell. A. & C. Black, 8s.6d. D8. 62 pages. 19 photographs. 
10 illustrations in text. 


The English dancer best qualified for the task both by training and long experience 
sets down his view of the proper aim and the ideal style and technique, for the bal- 
lerina’s cavalier in classical adagio. He suggests a suitable series of preliminary exercises 
in double work, and analyses, movement by movement, the versions he dances of five 
great classical pas de deux: Casse-Noisette, Giselle (Act II), Les Sylphides, and Le Lac des 
Cygnes (Odette’s in Act II and Odile’s—sometimes called ‘Black Swan’—in Act III). 
These have a pictorial accompaniment of photographs (by Fred Fehl) of the author 
dancing with Alicia Markova and drawings (by Phyllis Dolton) of points of detail not 
clearly shown by the camera. (792.8) 
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Sports and Games 


MASTER CHESS. Lodewijk Prins. Pitman, 15s. C8. 205 pages. Diagrams. 
Tables. 


Translated (by the author) from the Dutch Met de Schaakmeesters op Oorlogspad, this 
book contains a comprehensive collection of outstanding tournament games of chess. 
Each game is annotated and there is an introductory analysis. It is a book with a 
special appeal to the advanced player. (794.1) 


THE COMPLETE BOOK OF PATIENCE. Albert Hodges Morehead and 


Geoffrey Mott-Smith. Faber, 12s.6d. D8. 192 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Index. 


An excellent new collection of card games of Patience or Solitaire, which includes 
descriptions of both old favourites and lesser-known games, with variants of many 
of them. They range from the comparatively simple to the difficult games which 
necessitate a considerable amount of skill rather than luck. Information is given as to 
the time which should be allowed for playing and on the chances of winning. Some 
Patience games for two players are included. (795-43) 


EVERY CYCLIST’S POCKET BOOK. Including the Principal Road Routes of 
Great Britain. F. J. Camm. George Newnes, 7s.6d. ob. 3} x 5 inches. 408 
pages. 118 figures. Tables. Index. 

This handy pocket-sized book by the editor of Practical Mechanics and The Cyclist 

contains information useful to every cyclist whatever his particular interest in the sport. 

It presents in an admirably clear form 102 detailed diagrams and instructions on the 

repair and maintenance of all component parts of the bicycle. For the tourist, there 

are eighty-four pages of the principal road routes in Great Britain, and illustrated 
chapters on map reading and camping, and advice on foreign touring. Road Racing 

Association and Women’s Road Racing Association records, many valuable tables and 

all important facts and figures relating to cycling are included. (796.6) 


THE COMPLETE SWIMMER. Sid George Hedges. 2nd edition, revised. 
Methuen, 21s. D8. 403 pages. Illustrations by R. A. Wilkins. Diagrams. 


A new edition of a very comprehensive account of the art of swimming by a well- 
known British swimming instructor, athlete and writer. It was first published in 1939 
under the title Swimming Complete and now the text has been revised and some new 
illustrations added. (797.2) 


HORSE AND PENCIL. John Board. Foreword by R. S. Summerhays. 
Christopher Johnson, 21s. C4. 159 pages. Frontispiece and 19 plates. Draw- 
ings in the text and on endpapers by the author. Diagram. 

A beautifully produced book by a well-known writer on hunting, polo and horse 

shows, who is also a sporting artist and a member of a family of notable horsemen. He 

reviews, in a pleasant style, many aspects of sport in which the horse is indispensable, 
includes two practical chapters on elementary equitation and, as an artist himself, 
devotes a chapter to a survey of the work of other sporting artists from the seventeenth 

century to date. (798) 

BEGINNERS ON HORSEBACK. D. MacL. Macmillan. Constable, 15s. D8. 
206 pages. 37 illustrations. Glossary. Index. 

A book of practical and instructive information on the riding and management of 

horses and ponies, intended for older children and adult novices. The chapters are 
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arranged in a sequence in which instruction might be expected in a good riding-school 
and they fall into two parts, ‘Elementary Equitation’ and ‘Elementary Horsemanship’. 
Major Macmillan was an Army service instructor in India and is the author of Equita- 
tion and Horsemanship, an excellent text-book for instructors and professionals. 
(798.2) 
FLAT-RACING SINCE 1900. Edited by Emest A. Bland. Foreword by the 
Earl of Rosebery. Andrew Dakers, 18s. D8. 368 pages. Coloured frontis- 
piece. Plates. Tables. (Twentieth Century Histories: Sports Section) 
In this book, which is one of a new series designed to give the authoritative history of 
all aspects of life, culture, activity and sport in Britain since 1900, the editor has 
gathered together a good team of leading experts to provide a comprchensive survey 
of the sport of horse-racing on flat courses during the fifty ycars under review. Al- 
though it largely deals with the leading events in the horse-racing world of Britain 
there are sections devoted to the history of racing and the breeding of racehorses in 
France, Eire, Australia, South Africa, and America. (798.4) 


MAINLY FOR MATCH FISHERMEN. John R. Cope. Pilgrim Press (Derby), 
2s.6d. sC8. 95 pages. Figures. 


The author, a first-class all-round angler, describes, with many amusing anecdotes, 
modern and unorthodox methods of fine tackle angling. He has special regard to rods 
and the new nylon lines. Some of his points are provocative and controversial, but 
the book is full of helpful hints and suggestions for the novice and the skilled fisher- 
man, and particularly for ‘match fishermen’, i.e. those who fish in championship 
matches. (799.12) 


LITERATURE 
American Literature 
EZRA POUND. A Collection of Essays edited by Peter Russell to be pre- 
sented to Ezra Pound on his sixty-fifth birthday. Peter Nevill, 12s.6d. D8. 
268 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. 


Outstanding English and American critics have contributed to this assessment of Ezra 
Pound’s achievement. T. S. Eliot, who has always acknowledged his indebtedness to 
Pound, examines his character and influence; Dr. Edith Sitwell analyses the poetry 
itself, particularly Hugh Selwyn Mauberley and the Thirty Cantos; Hugh Gordon 
Porteus writes of Pound’s translations from the Chinese; Charles Madge examines 
his use of language; John Heath-Stubbs deals with Pound in relation to his nineteenth- 
century forerunners; Wyndham Lewis contributes some spirited personal remini- 
scences. The general consensus of this critical opinion is that Pound’s Cantos represent 
the greatest single poetical achievement of our age, while his shorter poems are some 
of the most beautiful written in this century. These essays were not all specially 
written for this collection and date from Dr. Sitwell’s essay of 1934 to G. S. Fraser's 
“Pound: Mask, Myth, Man’ of 1yso. The frontispiece is from a drawing of Ezra 
Pound by Wyndham Lewis. (811.5) 


HERMAN MELVILLE. Newton Arvin. Methuen, 15s. D8. 330 pages. Frontis- 
piece. Bibliographical note. Index. (The American Men of Letters Series) 
Melville passed his youth, writes Newton Arvin, among ‘the brutalized, exploited, 


and mostly illiterate seamen of the merchant vessels, the whalers, and the men-of- 
war of his time, when he was not rubbing shoulders with the non-literate South Sea 
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Islanders’. His educatiou as a writer was thus in the school of life, and as a novelist his 
most distinguishing feature is his dependence on his own experience. In fact, says 
Mr. Arvin, he was hardly an ‘inventive’ writer at all and should be described rather 
as ‘an essentially convertive or transmutive poet’. Mr. Arvin discusses at length 
Melville’s two travel-books, Typee and Omoo, in relation to his experience of the South 
Sea Islands, and his lesser-known novels Mardi, Redburn and White Jacket in which he 
was gradually fecling his way towards the more poetic, more mythical form of his 
masterpiece Moby Dick. In the great White Whale of that novel Melville created a 
tremendous symbol of ‘a deity that embodies the physical vastness of the cosmos in 
space and time as astronomy and geology have exhibited it’. The ordeal of writing 
this book was so shattering that Melville barely survived it. (813.36) 


HOW TO ATTRACT THE WOMBAT. Will Cuppy. Dennis Dobson, 8s.6d. 
IC8. 236 pages. Drawings by Ed Nofziger. 
This entertaining book consists of a number of short, humorous descriptions of animals; 
birds, fish, and insects are also included. Many of the author’s apparently comic 
remarks, however, are founded on sound facts, and the book is pleasantly free from 
sentiment. Much of its effectiveness lics in the footnotes, addressed direct to the reader, 
while the drawings have a humour of their own. Extravagant and absurd, and poking 
fun as much at those people who overdo their ‘love’ of animals as at the more curious 
members of the animal kingdom themselves, this book should prove highly enter- 


taining in all English-speaking countries of the world, and especially in the British 
Dominions. (817.5) 


English Literature 


THE YEAR'S WORK IN LITERATURE, 1949. Edited by John Lehmann. 
Longmans, Green for The British Council, 2s.6d. M8. 72 pages. 14 plates. 
Bibliography. Index. 


The first number of a publication which the British Council hope to issue annually. 
It covers the more important literary output of Britain in the year November 1948 to 
October 1949, and includes contributions to Criticism and Biography, “The Personal 
Theme’, Fiction, History as Literature, Poetry and Translations. The sections are 
written by such well-known critics as Walter Allen on fiction, C. V. Wedgwood on 
history, G. S. Fraser on poetry, and John Russell on translations. Each chapter is 
designed to convey the quality of the writing in the category discussed and is, in most 
cases, a brilliant and incisive survey of its field. A separate chapter has been devoted to 
Sir Osbert Sitwell’s autobiography, Left Hand, Right Hand. In an introduction John 
Lehmann, the editor, says that this record of a year’s production is sufficient to refute 
‘the often repeated charge that English literature has been dying since the war’. He 
also briefly indicates some of the post-war difficulties against which English writers 
still have to contend. (820.5) 


English Poetry 

SEVENTEENTH CENTURY LYRICS from the Original Texts. Edited and 
arranged by Norman Ault. New, revised edition. Longmans, Green, 25s. 
sD8. 580 pages. Notes. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The 565 poems printed here represent the final result of sifting and resifting of a 

provisional selection of over three thousand made by Mr. Ault in the course of 

examining thousands of volumes and hundreds of manuscripts. The plan of hisantho- 

logy is the original one of arranging poems according to dates. This makes it possible 
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to trace step by step the series of changes in the development of the lyric from the days 
of Ben Jonson to Pope’s. It also presents each poet in his contemporary context and 
shows that, in spite of changes, there was no break in the poetic tradition from the late 
Elizabethans to the Augustans. Two hundred and fourteen named poets are repre- 
sented here with many who are anonymous. Some of the poems are printed from the 
manuscripts for the first time. Others, which have been wrongly assigned, are now 
restored to their right authors. This anthology was first published in 1928 and has 
been revised throughout for this edition. (821.04) 


THE ENGLISH MUSE. Oliver Elton. Reprint. Bell, 15s. D8. 478 pages. 
Index. 


Professor Oliver Elton’s aim in writing this book, which has acquired an established 
reputation since it was first published in 1932, was to emphasize poetry for its own 
sake. He by no means minimizes the importance of ‘sources’, ‘textual criticism’ and 
‘influences’ in their own place, but here, in a survey of the whole story of English 
poetry, the matter he has in hand is the poem and the artist behind it. He thus makes 
his book ‘a companion to an imaginary, and most imperfect, anthology’. The survey 
begins with Old English poetry and, proceeding through the usual periods into which 
the development of English literature is conveniently divided, concludes with the 
work of modern, but not living, poets. It is not easy to make special reference to out- 
standing features in a work of this quality, but perhaps two may be mentioned. The 
first is that the author makes practical use of his many quotations to illustrate his points, 
and does not leave the reader ready to believe but unconvinced, as so often happens 
with books on literary values. The second is the sense of the continuity of English 
literature that pervades the book. This is a masterly work ensured by its enthusiasm 
and scholarly control of detail to keep its authority and freshness for a very long time. 
(821.09) 
JOHN DONNE. A Selection of his Poetry. Edited with an Introduction, by 
John Hayward. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 192 pages. Chronological 
table. Index of first lines. Paper bound. (The Penguin Poets) 


Mr. Hayward’s text of John Donne’s (1572-1631) poems is substantially the same as 
that which he prepared for the well-known Nonesuch Press edition of 1929, though 
this has been amended in a few places. The original spelling and punctuation have been 
retained, for, as Mr. Hayward observes, Donne’s punctuation is a kind of musical 
notation to assist the reader’s appreciation of the subtle nuances of his metric. Mr. 
Hayward has included the Songs and Sonets, the Elegies and Epithalamiums, the Satyres, 
the verse letters, extracts from the Anniversaries and the divine poems. ‘We think of 
Donne as a “modern” poet’, says Mr. Hayward, ‘just because he appears to think and 
feel as we do about the “wearisome condition of humanity”; and we appreciate him 
the more because he does not sugar his “songs and sonnets’, as his contemporaries did, 
with a smooth and superficially delectable coating of poetic sweetness’ but ‘uses 
verse as a medium for dialectic, for monologue, and for psychological analysis’. A 
most elegantly produced edition. (821.39) 


PLAYS AND POEMS OF THOMAS LOVELL BEDDOES. Edited, with an 
Introduction, by H. W. Donner. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 12s.6d. F8. 
480 pages. 2 plates. Indexes. (The Muses’ Library) 


Beddoes (1803-49), known as ‘the last Elizabethan’, might, as his editor remarks, 
equally be called the first of the moderns. Pre-eminently a poet of death and physical 
corruption, his conviction of the immortality of the spirit was nevertheless so strong 
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that his suicide at the age of forty-five was in some sense an act of faith. The Bride’s 
Tragedy (1822), published at the age of nineteen, evidenced a remarkable and pre- 
cocious maturity, but Beddoes published next to nothing for the rest of his life, 
spending twenty years brooding over Death’s Jest-Book, the ‘Gothic-styled tragedy’ 
which was to be his masterpiece and, as such, was to regenerate the British stage by 
turning it back to the tradition lost since the Elizabethans. He wrote numerous 
revisions of this work at the behest of his friends, and in this edition his earliest version 
is printed in toto for the first time. Beddoes began several poetic dramas which remain 
only as fragments, notably Torrismond, the single first act of which has an imaginative 
intensity unequalled since the contemporaries of Shakespeare. He devoted a great 
part of his life to the study of medicine in Germany and to active participation in 
revolutionary politics. Mr. Donner gives a substantial selection from the plays and 
poetry introduced by a long memoir and extracts from the more important critical 
estimates of Beddoes’s achievement as a poet. (821.79) 


SELECTED POEMS OF ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON. Edited and Intro- 
duced by G. B. Stern. Grey Walls Press, 3s.6d. C8. 64 pages. (Crown 
Classics) 

Sixty of Stevenson’s best and best known poems appear in this very attractive book, 

selected from A Child’s Garden of Verses, Underwoods, Songs of Travel, etc., with an 

introduction by the editor. ; (821.89) 


MOUNTAINS BENEATH THE HORIZON. William Bell. Edited, with an 
Introduction, by John Heath-Stubbs. Faber, 8s.6d. D8. 73 pages. Portrait 
frontispiece. 

There is a charming freshness of vision combined with a technical virtuosity in the use 

of difficult and elaborate forms, such as the Italian Canzone and various forms adapted 

from the Provengal, in the poems of William Bell, killed at the age of twenty-four 
while climbing the Matterhorn. Many of the poems deal with mountaineering, which 
the poet invests with a mystical significance. One poem, at least, is prophetic of his 
own death. Most remarkable for their eloquence are the series of “Elegies’ written to 
friends and the re-creation of the effect of music in ‘Bach Improvising at the Organ’. 
John Heath-Stubbs contributes a memoir. (821.91) 


T. s. ELIOT. M. C. Bradbrook. Longmans, Green for The British Council, 


1s.6d. sD 8. 62 pages. Bibliography. Paper bound. (Bibliographical Supple- 

ments to “British Book News’) 
In the brief space of forty-five pages Miss Bradbrook succeeds, in her sensitive 
appraisal of T. S. Eliot’s achievement, in not only indicating the nature of his poetry 
and the significance of his drama, but also in showing in what directions his criticism 
has influenced contemporary taste. Eliot, she says, was the first poet to define the 
chaos of our times in what has become the most influential of all modern poems— The 
Waste Land. The revival of poetic drama in Britain today is also largely due to him, 
and in criticism he has come to occupy a place similar to that of Dr. Johnson in the 
eighteenth century. The bibliography includes not only a comprchensive list of Mr. 
Eliot’s published works, but also a selection from the more important books and 
essays dealing with him. (821.91) 


T. S. ELIOT: THE DESIGN OF HIS POETRY. Elizabeth Drew. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, 12s.6d. sD8. 256 pages. Bibliography. 


Elizabeth Drew defines her approach to the poetry of T. S. Eliot when she says: “I have 
found what is, to me, an interesting parallel in symbolic content between the 
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progression of dream symbols described by Jung as arising during what he calls “the 
integration of the personality” (and which he relates to the history of myth), and some 
of those appearing in Eliot's poetry during the course of its development’. Though 
Miss Drew disclaims using psychological methods to evaluate Eliot’s poctry, her main 
purpose is nevertheless to trace his pattern of psychological growth, as ‘an integrated 
personality’, through his poetry. It is a measure of the sensitive and scholarly way in 
which she interprets his poetry that it does not suffer from the psychological system to 
which it is here related. After a chapter on ‘the mythical method’, to which Eliot’s 
poetry is shown to approximate, Miss Drew undertakes a careful elucidation of the 
poems, showing how each has summed up an important stage in the poet’s spiritual 
development, until the mature and serene vision is reached in Four Quartets. (821.91) 


English Drama 


A SHORT HISTORY OF ENGLISH DRAMA. B. Ifor Evans. Revised 
edition. Staples Press, 7s.6d. C8. 146 pages. Index. 


First published in the Pelican Books series in 1948, the text of this history has been 
revised for the present library edition. As an introduction to the dramatic literature of 
this country from the beginnings to the present day, the book is a useful guide, con- 
taining comments on the principal playwrights and an assessment of their place and 
influence in contemporary drama. The major part of the book is concerned with 
Shakespeare, his predecessors, contemporaries and his own work. The penultimate 
chapter is devoted entirely to Shaw, while the book closes with an account of other 
noteworthy writers of this century. Dr. Evans is the author of several other volumes 
of criticism and biography and is Principal of Queen Mary College in the University 
of London. (822.09) 


THE BOY WITH A CART. Cuthman, Saint of Sussex. Christopher Fry. 
Reprint. Muller, 5s. C8. 48 pages. 


A gossamer touch, impish, provocative, teasing sentiments, a flood of words in spate, 
cool and incessant like a mountain stream, these are the very essence of all Fry’s 
writing. The Boy With a Cart, first published by the Oxford Univeristy Press in 1939 
and by Muller in 1945, is one of his very earlicst works and was written as a pastoral 
play for the village of Coleman’s Hatch, in Sussex; it has since been performed in 
Festivals and by amateurs and professionals all over England. It concerns the legend of 
Saint Cuthman of Sussex, who as a boy journeyed with his mother, whom he pushed 
in a handcart, from Cornwall to Steyning in Sussex, where, at a sign from God, the 
withy-halters of the cart broke and Cuthman knew he had come to the place where 
he must build a church. The play, with its humour and wisdom, its naivety and inno- 
cence, is a modern counterpart of the English miracle play of the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries. (822.91) 


English Fiction 
MORE TALK OF JANE AUSTEN. Sheila Kaye-Smith and G. B. Stern. 
Cassell, 12s.6d. D8. 229 pages. 

This is a companion volume to a previous book, Talking of Jane Austen, by Miss G. B. 
Stern and Miss Sheila Kaye-Smith, two well-known English novelists. Miss Stern, 
confronted by a very modern young lady who, for special reasons of her own, wanted 
to know “What is it about Jane Austen?’, realized that ‘enthusiasm and quotation 
would be uscless (to her inquirer) in conveying the curious deep browsing satisfaction 
that no other author in the world could give us’. To convey such satisfaction is the 
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purpose of this book, in which the authors give, in full measure, the evidence of their 
browsing. They consider, in the main, how Jane Austen’s characters react in the daily 
incidents of their lives. For example, their criteria of health, exercise and good looks; 
why the question of marriage was so important; what good and bad parents are there 
in the novels; what part do children, servants and the minor characters play, etc. 
Without presenting a thesis the authors thus reveal Jane Austen’s technique in dealing 
with her raw materiai. The novels, and not literary authorities, are, intentionally, their 
sole evidence, and they leave no point unsubstantiated. The book will send inquirers 
about Jane Austen to the novels, and to the author’s fellow enthusiasts it will prove a 
delightful confirmation of their faith. (823.74) 


English Essays 


SHOOTING AN ELEPHANT and Other Essays. George Orwell. Secker & 
Warburg, tos. C8. 220 pages. 


Che essay which gives its name to this volume is an account of how the author, in his 
capacity of sub-divisional police officer at Moulmein, had to shoot a rogue elephant 
in face of the derision of a Burmese crowd. The modesty, humour and ruthless 
honesty of this account is typical of all the other essays, though an increasing bitterness 
distinguishes the essays on the relation of politics and literature and, in particular, on 
Left-wing literary criticism, which Orwell calls ‘the prevention of literature’. Orwell 
writes trenchantly of the general falsity and dishonesty of the language of modern 
politics. Other essays deal with a hanging in Burma at which he was forced to be 
present, how the poor die in Paris hospitals, considerations of Tolstoy’s attack on 
Shakespeare and of James Burnham’s The Managerial Revolution, and reflections on 
Mahatma Gandhi. George Orwell died in 1950. (824.91) 


English Miscellany 
TALES AND ESSAYS OF ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON. Edited, with an 


Introduction, by G. B. Stern. Falcon Press, 5s. C8. 112 pages. (Falcon Prose 
Classics) 


This selection consists of some twenty short passages from Stevenson's travel-books, 
essays, novels, etc., the only item given in full being the famous ‘Open Letter to Dr. 
Hyde’ about Father Damien. Miss Stern, a Stevenson enthusiast and a well-known 
novelist and playwright, contributes an introduction. (828.8) 


EDMUND BLUNDEN. A SELECTION OF HIS PROSE AND POETRY. 
Compiled by Kenneth Hopkins. Hart-Davis, 15s. L.Post 8. 374 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. 

Mr. Hopkins has drawn upon all Edmund Blunden’s chief works in making this 

representative selection. He has divided the material into seven sections: England, 

Literature, Cricket, War, Occasions, Contemporaries, and Travel. Blunden’s reputa- 

tion as a poet was established in 1922 with the publication of The Shepherd; his 

Undertones of War (1928) has become a classic. As a critic he has always delighted to 

praise rather than to blame, rediscovering for his generation such poets as William 

Collins, John Clare and Kirke White, and specializing generally in the writers of the 

Romantic Revival, Shelley, Leigh Hunt, Charles Lamb. Other essays and poems in 

the book deal with the English village, the counties of Kent and Sussex, and country 

cricket. In the section ‘Contemporaries’, Mr. Blunden writes on the poetry of Walter 
de la Mare and Siegfried Sassoon and on the sea-books of H. M. Tomlinson. The travel 
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section contains essays on Japan, where Mr. Blunden for many years lectured on English 
Literature in Tokyo University. A check list of books by Blunden is supplied. (828.91) 


Irish Literature 
EXILES. A Play in Three Acts. James Joyce. Reprint. Jonathan Cape, ss. C8. 
154 pages. 

This completely subjective work, full of the probings of the characters into their inner- 
most thoughts and feelings, is of interest primarily as the only dramatic piece by this 
Irish writer (1882-1941) who was renowned chiefly for his outstanding work, Ulysses, 
written between 1914 and 1920. Exiles, first performed in 1918 by a company of Irish 
players Joyce had formed in Ziirich, is, as so much of his work, autobiographical in 
several aspects. The setting is Dublin, in 1912, where Joyce had lived as a child. The 
chief character, Richard Rowan, is a writer and a man of genius, as was Joyce. Having 
rid himself of almost all conventions, this character seeks at last to break the final 
bonds of love and friendship. Much self-torturing ensues. The play, largely static, is 
constructed on this interplay of emotion between the four characters, whose lives had 
run so close together for so many years. (828.9932) 


Greek Literature 
THEOCRITUS. Edited, with a translation and commentary, by A. S. F. Gow. 
2 volumes. Vol. 1: Introduction, Text and Translation. Vol. 2: Com- 
mentary, Appendix, Indexes and Plates. Cambridge University Press, 63s. 
IM8. 341 : 642 pages. 
Mr. A. S. F. Gow, Fellow of Trinity College and Brereton Reader in Classics in the 
University of Cambridge, has devoted the last sixteen years of his leisure to the writing 
of this commentary on the work of the Greek poet Theocritus (c. 310-265 B.c.). The 
English translation of this poet’s work appears, on pages facing the Greek text, in the 
first volume, and it is regarded by Mr. Gow as an adjunct to the commentary in order 
to show the poct’s meaning; it is not an essay in translation to reproduce his style. 
That the author’s aim is a commentary rather than a translation is evident in the long 
introduction to this volume. In it he deals with the life of the poet, the early manu- 
scripts and papyri, the poet’s dialect and his own critical review of the sources in 
establishing the present text. The second volume forms the main body of the com- 
mentary. In it each of the poems is considered in detail dealing with subject-matter, 
metre, dialect, grammatical forms and literary parallels and allusions. The index to 
books and papers dealing with Theocritus and the two general indexes, Greek and 
English, are an achievement of care and system. This scholarly work is mainly for the 
classical student, but Theocritus, the creator of bucolic poetry, will be enjoyable in 
Mr. Gow’s translation to students of Milton and Spenser. The excellent production 
of the book is in keeping with its outstanding scholarship. (884.6) 
THE LETTERS OF ALCIPHRON, AELIAN AND PHILOSTRATUS. With 
an English translation by Allen Rogers Benner and Francis H. Fobes. 
Harvard University Press (U.S.A.), $3.00: Heinemann (London), 15s. F8. 
600 pages. Indexes in English and Greek. (Loeb Classical Library) 
The Greek letters collected in this volume were written in the second and third 
centuries A.D. They are not letters in the modern sense of authentic correspondence, 
but stylistic exercises, in letter form, displaying the rhetorical art, which then brought 
renown to its practitioners, and formed a necessary part of Greek and Roman educa- 
tion. Alciphron, an Athenian rhetorician, was the most distinguished of these epistolary 
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writers. His letters, supposedly written by Athenian farmers, courtesans, and pro- 
fessional ‘spongers’ of the fourth century B.c. are in a familiar style and afford an 
insight into the life of that period. He influenced Aelian (Claudius Aclianus), a young 
contemporary, whose work figures poorly in comparison with Alciphron’s but clearly 
illustrates the self-conscious literary technique of these writers. Philostratus of Lemnos 
uses the ‘love letter’ to exhibit his dexterity but, in one letter, defends sophistic literary 
devices. The English translation, given on opposite pages to the Greek text, maintains 
the familiarity of the epistolary style, and the editors have been at great pains to estab- 
lish an authentic text and to indicate the literary allusions with which letters of this 
kind must abound. This book, maintaining the high standards of this famous classical 
library, is for both the general and the classical reader. (886.2) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 

Geography Travels and Description 

SINGLE-HANDED PASSAGE. Edward Allcard. Putnam, 10s.6d. L.Post 8. 

192 pages. 17 photographs. 3 diagrams. Endpaper maps. Appendix. 

This is a detailed personal account of crossing the Atlantic alone in a 34-foot forty- 
year-old yawl, Temptress, which sailed from England via Gibraltar and reached New 
York in eighty days after a voyage of 6,000 miles. Only once before had the passage 
been made non-stop from the Mediterranean to Long Island by the long southern 
route, and that was by Alain Gerbault who had taken 1o1 days. Although dramatic 
incidents are few, it is an adventure story of absorbing interest with touches of delicate 
humour. The author was formerly a naval architect and the record he has produced 
will serve as an instructive work for many future lone sailors. He is a seaman who can 
write. (910.4) 


AFTER YOU, COLUMBUS. Hakon Mielche. Translated from the Danish 
by M. A. Michael. Hodge, 12s.6d. D8. 281 pages. 31 photographs. Line- 
drawings in text. Endpaper map. 

One of the best of Mr. Mielche’s descriptions of his exploratory cruises to the New 

World. It has the fresh outlook, the light and witty touch, that we now expect from 

him; but there is a bravura about his resolve to follow exactly the track of Columbus’s 

first voyage of discovery in a boat of similar tonnage to the Santa Maria that puts the 
narrative ahead of the others. Mr. Miclche’s observations provide a revealing gloss on 

Columbus’s log-book; and he notes the changes that have since taken place in the 

islands (particularly Cuba and Haiti) discovered in 1492. The merit of the book is that 

none but a mariner can rightly understand the conditions of the epic voyage; and an 
inquisitive and sociable man has enlivened the landfalls with his reports on people and 

places. (910.4) 


PLACES OF NATURAL BEAUTY. National Trust Guide. D. M. Matheson. 
Batsford, 8s.6d. C8. 176 pages. 23 illustrations. Text maps. Index. 
The National Trust was founded in 1895 for the preservation of places of natural 
beauty and buildings of special interest. In this book Mr. Matheson, late Secretary of 
the Trust, deals with the Trust’s landscape properties. Practical reasons, as the author 
explains, eventually led the Trust to confine its activities to England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland. In this guide the country is divided into nine districts among which, 
for example, are the North-West, mainly dealing with the Lake District; the Midlands, 
an extensive area from Manchester to the Cotswolds; Wales, where the Trust acquired 
its first property, and London’s Country, widely scattered properties in the Home 
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Counties, extending to the South Coast. In each of these areas the author describes the 
general characteristics of the properties and how they were acquired, and suggests 
journeys that not only give the best appreciation of scenery but emphasize the impor- 
tance of this policy of preservation. He gives interesting facts about the geology, flora 
and fauna of places, and information about ‘nature reserves’ and ‘open-air labora- 
tories’. The useful sketch maps and the fine photographic illustrations are welcome 
features of this well-written and finely produced book. (914) 


TEN TON TRAVEL. E. E. Nott-Bower. Murray, 12s.6d. D8. 184 pages. 
13 illustrations. Map. 


The author tells his personal story of a holiday voyage with his wife as crew in a 
fifty-three-year-old 10-ton gaff-rigged cutter, the Smew. After gaining experience on 
the passage from the Thames to Weymouth and later to the Channel Islands, they set 
sail in 1947 on a voyage via Brittany, the Bay of Biscay, down the west coast of 
Spain and Portugal to Gibraltar; thence through the Mediterranean to Séte in the Gulf 
of Lions. The Canal du Midi takes them to Bordeaux and from there they sail up the 
Biscay Coast to the River Vilaine, whence again by inland waterway they reach St. 
Malo. A short run across the Channel brings them home. Apart from the appeal to 
yachtsmen, the book provides interesting information on the ports and waterways of 
France. (914) 


THE SEAS AND SHORES OF ENGLAND. Edmund Vale. Foreword by Sir 
Arthur Quiller-Couch. 2nd edition, revised. Batsford, 12s.6d. D8. Coloured 
frontispiece and 82 illustrations. Drawings in text. Index. Endpaper maps. 

In most guide-books and books of travel little attention is given to the coasts and seas 

of England as subjects of interest in themselves. Coastal scenery, harbours and coast 

towns are regarded from the landsman’s point of view merely as places to see and 
visit. In this book, however, the coasts and the sea are looked at from the sea. The 
author, in his survey of the coastline of England and Wales, considers separately the 
coasts of the Irish Sea, St. George’s Channel, the Severn Sea, the English Channel and 
the North Sea, showing that these seas have marked individual characteristics, some 
obvious enough to be observed froma the land. He gives attention to the coast land- 
scape that will appeal to a landsman, but has much to say about other matters: the 
types of coastline, harbours and ports, the ndimechs, the sea-floor, coastal activities 
and seaboard life. He convinces the landsman that the sea point of view reveals new 
beauties and gives a new significance to and interest in the scenery, places and people 

of the sea-shore. In an Introduction the late Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch, a native of a 

small Cornish sea-town, enthusiastically supports the author’s point of view. The 

excellent photographic illustrations fit in well with the text of this stimulating book. 
(914) 

LONDON: WORK AND PLAY. A Series of Illustrations, with an Introduc- 
tion by Harry Batsford. Batsford, 7s.6d. F4. 8 pages of text. 84 illustra- 
tions. 

A brief review of some of London’s attractions precedes a good variety of pictures 

illustrating many aspects of the London scene—traditional ceremonies, annual 

pageants, river traffic, markets and shopping areas, sporting events, amusements, 
‘pubs’, parks and gardens, and the daily life ‘of London’s people at work and play. 

There are some unusual photographs not often to be found in collections of this kind. 
This should prove a welcome ‘book to the visitor both before and after his visit, and 
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indeed anyone who would like to know something about England’s capital will 
gain from it a very fair idea of what London is like on the surface at least. (914.2104) 


DEVONSHIRE. D. St. Leger-Gordon. Hale, 15s. D8. 379 pages. 49 illustra- 
tions. Folding map. Index. (The County Books) 


Mr. D. St. Leger-Gordon undoubtedly had in his mind the many stories and legends 
that have become attached to Devon when he set out to present the people and county 
of Devon in a realistic light. Realism is indeed the keynote of his book. ‘Devonshire 
cream and cider’ are put in their proper place, so is the belief in pixies and the fiction 
that the people are reticent and suspicious of ‘foreigners’. He is restrained, too, but not 
the less informative, about Devon folklore and superstitions. The author does not, 
moreover, confine the history of Devon to his preliminary sketch but fills in the picture 
with accounts of its mining, sheep-rearing and seafaring. The moorland tracks, place 
names, the nature of the hedgerows, primitive agriculture and the Devonian verna- 
cular are used to the same purpose of linking the history of the county with the 
present. He prefers the wild rather than the picturesque as typical of the scenery of 
Devon, and his descriptions of Dartmoor and the Devonshire woodlands are im- 
pressively real. This is not meant to be a guide-book, but with its excellent illustra- 
tions it is a book that no visitor to Devon should ignore. (914.235) 


SUFFOLK. William Addison. Hale, 15s. D8. 324 pages. 49 illustrations. 
Folding map. Index. (The County Books) 
Mr. William Addison writes of Suffolk as one who delights in wandering in its green 
lanes and loitering in its ancient towns; he thinks ‘it is a county to settle down with’. 
This frame of mind is maintaincd in his treatment of his subject, for the story of 
Suffolk is not told under the usual headings of geology, agriculture, industries, crafts- 
men and folklore, etc. These topics, however, are by no means ignored but the author 
prefers to deal with them as he meets with them. That he does meet with them in 
his leisurely wanderings along the river valleys contributes to the impression he 
wishes to convey. That Suffolk is not wholly leisurely he shows in his account of the 
sea-coast area of the county, and the exploits of the lifeboatmen. In his loitering in 
ancient towns he gives attention to that great feature of Suffolk, its churches. By these 
and the abbeys and manor houses he is reminded of Suffolk’s place in the course of 
English history. His accounts of the famous men who have become known far beyond 
the county’s border show its share in many parts of the nation’s life. The impression is 
conveyed, too, of the persistent industry of Suffolk men in making the most of their 
county. The fine illustrations are admirably chosen for this delightful book. (914.264) 


ROADS OF FRANCE. A Guide to Tourist Routes. A. G. Douglas Clease. 
Iliffe, ss. F8. 88 pages. 14 photographs. 13 maps. Appendix. Index. 
The Associate Editor of The Autocar has written a uscful little guide to the motor 
routes of France, designed to slip into the car pocket. The book makes no attempt to 
be a guide in the usual sense a: for the most part, the author confines his attention 
to desc ribing the main tourist routes that the motorist may take on his way through 
France. He does not, however, fail to draw attention to places of interest on the way. 
The routes of the Alps, Savoy, the Rivicra, and Normandy and Brittany are among 
those dealt with in d« tail Particularly valuable to the motorist are observations reg zard- 
ing stiff gradients, confusing junctions and similar difficulties. Much useful 9 ation 


is given throughout the book about present-day conditions in France and an index 
provides a selected list of recommended hotels. (914.4) 
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PARIS. Edited by Alan Houghton Brodrick. Hodder & Stoughton, 20s. sD8. 
$00 pages. Frontispiece and over 170 illustrations. 20 maps. Index. (The 
People’s France, Vol. 3) 

The title of the series The People’s France is perhaps misleading as far as this third 

volume is concerned. For one thing, the Paris here described is as much that of the 

monarchy and the aristocracy as of the ‘people’, in the republican sense. For another, 
though the book richly deserves popularity, it is far from being a popular guide in 
any limiting sense. The book is divided into twenty sections corresponding to the 
twenty arrondissements of Paris, each with a good map and admirable photographs. 
It is clearly intended (except perhaps for its bulk) for those who enjoy a leisurely 
exploration of streets and houses, as well as visits to famous monuments, and have an 
unlimited appetite for information: historic, aesthetic, literary, topographical and 
biographical, ranging from Roman time until, literally, today. Although the book 
purports to be a team-work compilation, style, sense and scope suggest rather that it is 
the product of one rich mind of infinite curiosity and unusual accuracy, with a rare 
power of communicating its own enthusiasms to the reader. (914.436) 


THE SOVIET UNION. The Land and its People. Georges Jorré. Introduction 
by A. Perpillou. Translated from the French by E. D. Laborde. Longmans, 
Green, 21s. D8. 371 pages. Frontispiece. 24 photographs. 44 maps and dia- 
grams. Appendix. Index. 

In this English edition of the work published originally by Editions S.E.F.L., Paris, 

Professor Jorré of the University of Toulouse has substantially revised his material 

and brought it up to date to include treatment of the new territories acquired by the 

Soviet Union. It is packed with information regarding the physical setting of the 

U.S.S.R., traces the expansion of the Russian world from early times and the advance 

from a backward to a revolutionary economic system, and deals in considerable detail 

with the main natural regions of the Soviet Union. The appendix of Sovict place names 

that have changed is not entirely free from error; none the less, the list performs a 

useful service for readers who possibly experience some difficulty in keeping track of 

the vagaries of Sovict nomenclature. (914.7) 


THE MIDDLE EAST: A PHYSICAL, SOCIAL AND REGIONAL GEO- 
GRAPHY. W. B. Fisher. Methuen, 27s.6d. D8. 528 pages. Tables. 93 maps 
and diagrams. 2 folding maps. 3 appendices. Bibliography. Index. 

The aim of this book is to present a reasoned account of human life in the Middle 

East and its environmental background. The first and shortest section deals with the 

physical geography of the whole area. The author has drawn upon the technical 

reports which were made in connection with the military campaigns of the Second 

World War, in particular for the chapter on climate. In Part II the social geography 

is studied in great detail. The chapters on the regional ¢ geography sum up the first two 

parts and discuss the regions pe The book is well equipped with maps and 

diagrams, as well as with short bibliographies for each chapter. (915) 


HONG KONG IN ITS GEOGRAPHICAL SETTING. S. G. Davis. Collins, 
25s. L.Post 8. 226 pages. 17 photographs. 27 maps and diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

This, the first adequate geographical study of Hong Kong, is a welcome addition to 

the few books written on that Colony. Dr. Davis, Lecturer in Geography in the 
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University of Hong Kong, working from official and unofficial sources, has outlined 
the geography of Hong Kong and considered the population and economics of the 
port m relation to it. The book was printed in Hong Kong and the text is well supple- 
mented by numerous maps, diagrams, tables and photographs. (915.125) 


THE ROAD TO OXIANA. Robert Byron. Introduction by D. Talbot Rice. 
New edition. Lehmann, 15s. D8. 292 pages. 13 illustrations. Index. (Library 
of Art and Travel) 

This is a welcome reprint of a stimulating and highly individual travel-book, first 

published in 1937. It is a diary of the author's journeys through Persia and Afghanistan, 

and his record of his experiences and impressions is acute in observation, pithy in 
comment, spirited and gay. His ability to capture the colour and flavour of a scene in 

a few vivid phrases is remarkable. Conversation and character are conveyed with the 

mininom of words and the maximum of effect. His zest for living and his apprecia- 

tion of the many small things that increase the savour of existence are abundantly 
evident. He is very well informed and such history as he imparts he makes as interest- 
ing to the reader as it obviously was to himself. He has, too, a sense of humour which 


he turns as readily upon himself as upon others. His untimely death during the war was 
a sad loss to letters. (915.5) 


NORTHERN RHODESIA HANDBOOK. Northern Rhodesia Information 
Department. Government Printer (Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia), 2s.6d. D8. 


232 pages. 65 illustrations. 21 maps and plans. Tables. Bibliography. Paper 
bound. 


This publication is a useful work of reference for those seeking information on 
Northern Rhodesia, and its value as a guide to those visiting the Territory is enhanced 
by the inclusion of a series of road routes, illustrated by sketch maps and photo- 
graphs. There is a folding map on the scale of 1 : 2,000,000, The illustrations are 
varied and include a frontispiece in colour, and the bibliography contains official and 
unofficial publications and a list of maps. (916.894) 


HANDBOOK OF SARAWAK. B. A. St. J. Hepburn. Government of Sarawak 
(Kuching, Sarawak), 10s. R8. 194 pages. 28 plates. 4 maps. Tables. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 

This book, described in its sub-title as ‘comprising historical, statistical and general 

information concerning the colony obtained from official and other reliable records’, 

has been compiled by a member of the Secretariat with the co-operation of many 


officials in the colony. It provides a mass of information on Sarawak, well illustrated, 
with extensive statistical tables and a full index. (919.11) 


THE PACIFIC ISLANDS YEAR BOOK. R. W. Robson. 6th edition. Pacific 
Publications (Fiji), Ltd. (Sydney, Australia), 22s.6d. L.Post 8. 478 pages. 
Maps. Tables. Index. 

This is the first issue of this useful handbook to be published since 1944 and the 

information has been brought up to 1949. The first sixty pages consist of a general 

survey of various aspects of the Pacific Islands as a whole, followed by more Fetailed 


study of all the islands individually. It is unfortunate that the typography and paper 
are inferior. (919.6) 


59 








Biography 
NAGA PATH. Ursula Graham Bower. Murray, 16s. D8. 276 pages. 22 photo- 
graphs. 2 maps. Glossary. Index. 


Miss Bower paid a short visit to the Naga Hill country of Assam in 1937 and was so 
attracted by the people of the area that she decided to return and live there in order 
to carry out anthropological studies and to bring medical aid to the inhabitants. After 
initial difficulties she returned to the Naga country in 1939 and in the ensuing three 
years attained a unique position of influence amongst the tribesmen. The war with 
Japan brought a great change in the circumstances of her work and Miss Bower 
became a guerrilla leader in the Naga Hills. This account describes her experiences in 
peace and war modestly, vividly and at times humorously, and is illustrated by all too 
few of her attractive photographs of Naga people and scenes. (920.7) 


MEMOIRS OF A HIGHLAND LADY, 1797-1827. Elizabeth Grant. 
Revised and edited by Angus Davidson. Murray, 10s.6d. L.Post 8. 
307 pages. 8 plates. Genealogical table. Index. (Albemarle Library) 

Elizabeth Grant was born in Edinburgh in 1797 and died in 1885. Her memoirs, edited 

by Lady Strachey, were first published in 1898. They had a wide circulation owing to 

the vivid and intimate picture that they give of domestic and public life in London, 

Edinburgh and the Highlands. Elizabeth Grant was a woman of decided opinions and 

had a remarkable range of interests. Mr. Angus Davidson has reduced the book con- 

siderably by omitting those parts which have no direct bearing on the main progress of 
the narrative and by bringing the book to a close before her departure for India and 

her marriage. (920.7) 


WILLIAM STUKELEY: AN EIGHTEENTH CENTURY ANTIQUARY. 
Stuart Piggott. Oxford University Press, 18s. D8. 244 pages. 7 plates. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 


William Stukeley (1687-1765) was not only a central figure of eighteenth-century 
antiquarian studies, but one of the great pioneers in British archaeological fieldwork 
and prehistory. His surveys of Avebury and Stonehenge have a permanent value, 
and he made many other valuable contributions to prehistoric and medieval archaeo- 
logy in Britain. This book, based largely on unpublished manuscript material and 
scrupulously annotated, is a biography of Stukeley set against the background of the 
thought and taste of his time. In addition to an evaluation of his archacological work, 
it traces the rise of the “Druidic’ mythology evolved in his later life and destined to 
flower in splendour in the art and letters of the Romantic movement. Professor Piggott 
convincingly depicts both the intellect of the age and the character of the man, his 
sympathetic study conveying that he was a most likable person. The book includes a 
catalogue of extant manuscripts of Stukeley’s work, a list of his published works and 
a topographical index to his drawings. The author has done notable fieldwork and 
excavations in Britain, is Professor of Prehistoric Archaeology in the University of 
Edinburgh and author of a standard introduction to British Pre-history. (920.9913) 


TRAVELLER'S PRELUDE. Freya Stark. Murray, 18s. M8. 360 pages. 24 illus- 
trations. Sketch map of Northern Italy. Index. 

Those who are already acquainted with Miss Stark’s excellent books on Arabia and 

Persia will welcome this account of her childhood and early womanhood and feel 

increased admiration for the intrepid spirit that rose superior to circumstances that might 

well have defeated many another. Miss Stark was born in 1893 and her autobiography 
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ends in 1927 with the preparations for her first journey to the East. In these years she 
knew poverty and ill-health and the agony of a broken engagement. Her home 
circumstances were unfortunate (her parents were separated and she and her sister were 
brought up in Italy by their mother). She had little regular education but, nothing 
daunted, she educated herself. She found release and compensation in travel and in her 
friends, of whom there are many excellent character studies. During the First World 
War she served as a nurse on the Italian front; afterwards came financial difficulties in 
settling into a new home, mountaineering, illness, and a concentrated study of Arabic 
to prepare her for the travels in the East which she hoped to make and eventually 
achieved. On every page of the book the author’s feeling for words is evident. She 
has a remarkable power of description, whether of people or places, and her freshness 
and sincerity are a constant pleasure. In laying bare her life for us she reveals a charac- 
ter outstanding in intelligence and staunch in courage which no reader can fail to 
acknowledge and respect. (920.9915) 
DE LA SALLE. W. J. Battersby. Foreword by the Most Rev. Patrick 
O’Boyle. Longmans, Green, 14s. D8. 227 pages. 6 illustrations. Appendices. 
Bibliography. Index. 


Dr. Battersby, a Roman Catholic scholar, published in 1949 a work on de la Salle 
(1651-1719), the French priest and founder of the Brothers of the Christian Schools 
who resigned his post as Canon of Rheims and took a vow with twelve others to 
dedicate himself to teaching among the poor, thus becoming a pioncer of primary 
education. The present volume is intended as a companion to the first, which dealt 
mainly with what de la Salle did for Catholic education in the seventeenth century. 
Here the author is especially concerned with the saint and spiritual writer. His training 
is described with care and the various influences that affected his character are dis- 
cussed in detail. The convictions underlying his life are brought out with clarity, and 
there is a good account of the difficulties he encountered in founding a religious order 
and of the existing monastic tradition. The volume, which has been well produced, 
is enhanced by attractive illustrations. (922.244) 


JOHN KNOX IN CONTROVERSY. Hugh Watt. Nelson, 6s. C8. 118 pages. 
This book comprises the Stone Lectures given at Princeton Seminary, New York, in 
1949. In a careful survey of the most critical period of the Reformation (1547-6s) the 
author removes many misunderstandings and misrepresentations of historians and 
shows the important part played by the Scottish reformer John Knox (c. 1513-72) 
in his encounters with the old order, a controversy from which Knox appears to 
emerge with dis gnity. There are two chapters on John Knox and Mary, Queen of 
Scots. The author, who is Principal of New College, Edinburgh, is Moderator-Elect 
of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotl: ind. He is the author of Chalmers and 
the Disruption and Recalling the Scottish Covenants. (922.341) 


ROOSEVELT IN RETROSPECT. A Profile in History. john Gunther. Hamish 
Hamilton, 21s. D8. 455 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
This is a study by a celebrated reporter of one of the world’s greatest men. Mr. 
Gunther is well known for his series of successful political guide-books, Inside Europe, 
etc. In these his technique is to compile a vast array of facts and a portrait gallery of 
political leaders, joining these by anecdote and well-informed comment. He handles 
his task of reporting Roosevelt in the same way; he has organized a mass of material 
and he has talked to scores of people who knew Roosevelt well. Also he knew 
Roosevelt himself. From these sources he has amassed an a amount of 
fascinating information, with a useful bibliography of sources and an admirable index. 
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The continual string of interesting anecdotes ensures a fast pace and no dull pages. 
Mr. Gunther’s picture shows the President as he was, with considerable emphasis on 
the formative importance of the early years. It does not claim, in spite of its title, to 
get Roosevelt into any perspective and in consequence it does not attempt to analyse 
or explain this great, controversial, baffling personality. (923.173) 


DISRAELI. A Picture of the Victorian Age. André Maurois. Translated from 
the French by Hamish Miles. Reprint. John Lane The Bodley Head, 8s.6d. 
D8. 309 pages. Portrait. Bibliography. Index. 

This is a reprint of a work first published in 1927, perhaps the most important of the 

biographies written by M. Maurois. It is a brilliant sketch of the great Victorian 

politician, Lord Beaconsfield (1805-81). The author displays in a work of great charm 

a considerable knowledge of nineteenth-century England, its politics and literature. 

The translation is admirable. (923.242) 


SAN MARTIN THE LIBERATOR. J. C.J. Metford. Foreword by Sir Eugen 
Millington-Drake. Blackwell (Oxford), 16s. D8. 166 pages. Frontispiece. 
2 maps. Appendix. Index. 
In 1950 Argentina, Chile and Peru celebrated the centenary of the death of the soldier 
and statesman who liberated them from Spanish rule. Venerated in South America 
as a hero of the Independence and placed second only to Bolivar, José de San Martin 
remainsneverthelessalmost unknownin Europe. His achievement was great, his personal 
qualities were of a high order, but he is, in the last analysis, still an enigma. Mr. 
Metford’s short, straightforward, sound biography, supported by research in Buenos 
Aires and the Public Record Office, puts the man and his accomplishments plainly 
before the reader, and the book admirably fills a long-felt want. The author is Lecturer 
in the Department of Hispanic Studies in the University of Glasgow. (923.28) 


OLD OAK: THE LIFE OF JOHN JERVIS, EARL OF ST. VINCENT- 
Sir William James. Longmans, Green, 15s. D8. 240 pages. 3 portraits. 2 maps. 
Plan. Index. 


Admiral James is the author of numerous distinguished naval studies and of The Order 
of Release, a biography of Effie Gray, Ruskin’s wife. In this biography he has for subject 
Lord St. Vincent, who might be described as a pattern naval officer and who was one 
of Britain’s great seamen. He was Commander-in-Chief of the Channel and Medi- 
terrancan Fleets and First Sea Lord at the Admiralty. He found the ficet inefficient, he 
left it the most powerful single fighting force against Napoleon. He appointed Nelson 
as commander over the head of more senior officers and backed him through every- 
thing. The great battle of 1797 gave him his title. In 1807 he retired ‘with histriple 
laurel over the enemy, the mutineer and the corrupt’, but lived another sixtcen years, 
always in George IV’s appropriate phrase “My old oak’. His kindness and generosity 
were equalled by the loyalty he inspired and the author’s skilful use of his notes and 
letters reveal a man of the utmost integrity. (923.542) 
BOHEMIA JUNCTION. A. F. Tschiffely. Hodder and Stoughton, 15s. M8. 
2 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Index. 
Mr. Tschiffely (of Tschiffely’s Ride) makes plain at the outset of his new book, which 
is autobiography (with one or two large incidents, which have formed the subjects 
of other books, left out), that his definition of a Bohemian is comprehensive. It 
includes, for instance, such diverse characters as Lord Lonsdale, Cunninghame Graham, 
Arthur Machen, and John Burns, as well as a group of Brixton circus performers 
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who—disguised as cowboys—were, in the author's surely authoritative opinion, as 
good with the lasso as any American professional, Cockneys to the core though they 
were. The scene switches from England to South America and elsewhere with the 
ease of transition which seems to belong to everything the author does, and if his book 
is not, in a formal sense, a work of art, it is of sustained interest. Mr. Tschiffely loves 
his fellow-men, and is able to make the reader share the infection. People, including 
himself, are his subject, and he makes friends of them all. (923.9) 


HENRY HOLLAND, 1745-1806. Dorothy Stroud. Art & Technics, 8s.6d. 
C8. 104 pages, including 48 pages of plates. Frontispiece. 4 illustrations in 
text. Index. (The Architects: 2) 

This, the second title in a new series of short architectural biographies, is also the first 

monograph on Holland, one of the great British architects of the late eighteenth 

century. Excelling particularly in interior decoration, he was the designer of many of 
the most celebrated houses of the period, some of which unhappily have disappeared, 
notably Carlton House, perhaps his most important commission. Miss Stroud pro- 
vides a conscientiously documented account and has clearly taken immense pains in 
selecting her illustrations; these are mainly photographs of quite exceptional interest, 
but a few engravings have been included. (927.2) 


THE IMMORTAL LOVERS: Elizabeth Barrett and Robert Browning. 
Frances Winwar. Hamish Hamilton, 15s. D8. 373 pages. 3 portraits. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 

Though this book does not add anything new to our knowledge of either Elizabeth 

Barrett or Robert Browning or their poetry, it retells the well-known story of their 

lives with an air of breathless discovery. Miss Winwar has studied all the available 

matcrial, including much that is unpublished. The unpublished material, as presented 
here, does not, however, modify the widely formed conception of the character of 
either of these poets. Miss Winwar makes the most of her romantic story: the early 
years of Robert Browning and Elizabeth Barrett, which had so much in common; 

Elizabeth Barrett’s cloistered life in Wimpole Street, London, as the virtual prisoner 

of her tyrannical and jealous father; Robert Browning’s long courtship of her, their 

elopement, marriage and happy life in Italy, with an account of the social and intel- 
lectual life of the time. In common with the more popular type of biography, Miss 

Winwar casts her material in semi-fictionalized form. Her book is innocent of 

references, though the bibliography is comprchensive. (928.218) 


EDWARD LEAR: Landscape Painter and Nonsense Poet, 1812-1888. Angus 
Davidson. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 256 pages. Illustrations. Chrono- 
logical table. Index. Paper bound. 

Edward Lear, though best known for his nonsense verses, was also a landscape painter 

and, above all, a draughtsman and water-colourist of individual genius. As Mr. 

Angus Davidson observes: ‘Turner was his idol; he never mentions Constable, and it 

is doubtful if he had ever heard of Cézanne or knew what was going on in Paris; yet 

many of his later water-colours might well have been painted almost half a century 
later, when new ideas and new influences had come to be widely felt’. Lear’s Illustra- 
tions to the Family Psittacidae, done in his youth at the London Zoological Gardens, 
equal the work of Barraband or Audubon. Lear was also an inexhaustible letter writer 
and, as he travelled all over the Middle East, Arabia and India in search of material for 
his paintings and drawings, his letters, which Mr. Davidson extensively quotes, are of 
unusual interest. In some respects, Lear, who suffered acutely from epilepsy, remained 
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a touching and child-like figure of an extreme gentleness and charm. Mr. Davidson's 
admirable biography was first published in 1938, and is illustrated with some of Lear’s 
humorous drawings. (928.27) 


THUNDER IN THE HEAVENS. James Lansdale Hodson. Wingate, 10s.6d. 
D8. 191 pages. 
Mr. Hodson is a practised journalist, a popular novelist and a successful producer of 
documentary films. Thunder in the Heavens is a continuation of the diaries which he 
started during the war and covers the period from April 1947 to March 1949. Briefly 
but succinctly he touches upon all manner of things: the state of industry and the 
attitude of the workpcople, the relations between men and women, people’s reactions 
to the restrictions imposed by economic necessity, the fear and hatred of war and the 
effect of the last war upon manners and morals, emigration, politics, film-making, 
the creative arts, life in Russia and other countries, the rising cost of living, how people 
spend their earnings and the difficulties of educating the modern child. These and many 
other subjects are enlivened by war anecdotes, keen sketches of character, trenchant 
utterances, and many stories, pathetic, amusing, foolish or heroic, of human behaviour. 
Unpretentious and candid, serious and humorous by turns, his diary is an interesting 
patchwork of events, conduct and opinion as he observed them in different parts of 
Britain and in different sections of society. (928.2891) 


NOBLE ESSENCES or Courteous Revelations. Osbert Sitwell. Macmillan, 
21s. D8. 336 pages. 23 illustrations. Appendices. Index. 
Sir Osbert Sitwell’s fifth and concluding volume of his autobiography Left Hand, 
Right Hand is composed of a series of biographical sketches, or ‘characters’, of the 
people he has known. Among these are: Sir Edmund Gosse, the literary critic; Arnold 
Bennett, the novelist: Wilfred Owen, the poet; Ronald Firbank, the novelist; Walter 
Richard Sickert, the impressionist painter; Gabricle D’Annunzio, Rex Whistler, 
W. H. Davies, and Mrs. Violet Gordon Woodhouse, the musician. In his portraits 
of these, Sir Osbert never goes very far below the surface, being content in the main 
to paint a spacious social canvas. He gives, however, many vivid and incisive portraits 
of the leaders of the intellectual life of Britain during the first three or four decades of 
the present century. Though, both in plan and style, Sir Osbert’s autobiography is 
largely inspired by Marcel Proust’s A la Recherche du Temps Perdu, it cannot be said to 
achieve anything like the exquisite artistry of its original, either in the balance of its 
long and adventurous sentences or in sensibility. The five volumes of this work have, 
however, been widely acclaimed as the outstanding autobiography of our time. 
(928.2891) 
World War II 
A SHORT HISTORY OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR AND ITS SOCIAL 
AND POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE. Strategicus. Faber, 16s. L.Post 8. 
345 pages. 17 maps. Chronology. Index. 
During the war itself Strategicus published, from time to time, cight volumes which 
formed a contemporary history. He now tells the full story of the war on all fronts 
in a single compact volume, which pays considerable attention to the political back- 
ground, It takes into account the published records of many of the high commanders 
and of other leading figures, as well as the enemy documents that have become avail- 
able. The author is a well-known writer on war and international affairs and his 
personal judgments are by no means the least important part of this readable history. 
(940.53) 
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THE RED BERET. The Story of the Parachute Regiment at War, 1940-1945. 
Hilary St. George Saunders. Foreword by Field-Marshal The Viscount 
Montgomery of Alamein. Michael Joseph, 15s. L.Post 8. 336 pages. 
48 illustrations. 11 maps. Endpaper map. 2 appendices. Index. 

This war history of the Parachute Regiment is based entirely on the accounts given to 

the author by the men themselves, both by those who commanded and were re- 

sponsible for the organization of the operations, and by those who took part in them. 

It is a stirring record, beginning with the attack by a handful of men on an obscure 

viaduct in Southern Italy, and ending with the triumphant drop of an entire division 

on the other side of the Rhine. In ir is included the tragic, glorious story of the Battle 

of Arnhem. The author, who also wrote the war history of the Commandos, is a 

factual writer of experienced technique, to which he adds an ability to surround his 

facts with humour and sympathy. The foreword is written by Field-Marshal 

Montgomery, the Colone!|-Commandant of the Regiment. (940.541242) 


WAVY NAVY. By Some Who Served. Edited by J. Lennox Kerr and David 
James. Foreword by Admiral of the Fleet Lord Cunningham of Hyndhope. 
Harrap, 12s.6d. D8. 264 pages. 6 illustrations. Glossary. 

This book records the personal experiences of some of the men who served in the 

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve during the Second World War, and builds up a 

composite picture of the whole great story of volunteer service at sea. It consists of six 

poems and twenty-four prose contributions, varying widely in subject and style. 

Submariners, minesweepers, and those who served in destroyers, carriers or battle- 

ships, tell their stories of violent action and hazardous exploits. Others tell of curious 

events and rare sights, of gay encounters and cheerful adventures. One of the contri- 
butions is an essay on the R.N.V.R. and its history, and the foreword is written by 

Admiral of the Fleet Lord Cunningham. The writers and editors, as well as the artists, 

have forgone any fees and all proceeds from the book will be devoted to Navy charity 

funds. (940.545) 

THE FAR DISTANT SHIPS. An Official Account of Canadian Naval Opera- 
tions in the Second World War. Joseph Schull. King’s Printer (Ottawa, 
Canada), $3.00. IM8. 534 pages. 30 plates. 14 maps and diagrams. 12 fold- 
ing maps and diagrams. 4 appendices. Indexes. 

The Canadian Navy in the Second World War was a small-ship force, and its role, 

though admirable, was necessarily one of convoy duty and limited invasion support. 

To undertake a factual history of these ‘far distant ships’ is, therefore, to invite, with 

the excitement, also all the boredom of a convoy patrol. Mr. Schull adroitly avoids 

this danger by concentrating on the action zeniths, threaded with but the bare details 
of naval routine; he ‘has been given full access to relevant official documents’. His 
story, disciplined and factual, is completed by four appendices forming a directory 
of Canadian naval bases, ships and commanding officers. These, together with a nine- 
page general index and an index of ships mentioned, add to the reference value of a 
fascinating, highly readable narrative. (940.545) 


MALAY WATERS. The Story of Little Ships coasting out of Singapore and 
Penang in Peace and War. H. M. Tomlinson. Hodder & Stoughton, 12s.6d. 
D8. 199 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 

Mr. Tomlinson begins by telling the story of the boats of the Straits Steamship Co. 

of Malaya and ends by writing a valedictory to all the little merchant ships and their 

crews who had their glorious hour and disappeared at sea, were wrecked on an alien 
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shore, or slipped so quietly back into service that even local people did not know they 
had been to the far ends of the earth. It is a story that needed telling, for, though 
merchant ships have had their praise and, higher than praise even, the unspoken 
gratitude of millions, we still do not know enough about these little ships which at 
a moment’s notice pulled down their house flags and were drafted O.H.M.S. And 
what a story it is of the Keda, Kepong, Kuala and their sister ships, built, and very well 
built indeed, for their own Malayan waters, which ended limping bravely through the 
Indian Ocean or battling storms in the Mediterranean—or were sunk close to home 
before their naval career was many days old. Mr. Tomlinson has some caustic and 
intriguing comments on the conduct of affairs at the time of the fall of Singapore; it is 
a pity, he thinks, that more reliance was not placed upon the knowledge and experience 
of the merchant captains, won from their many years in these southern waters. 
(940.545) 
THE FROGMEN. The Story of the Wartime Underwater Operators. T. J. 
Waldron and James Gleeson. Evans, 12s.6d. M8. 192 pages. 15 illustra- 
tions. 


During the Second World War a new type of sca warfare was developed which 
involved the use of humanly controlled torpedoes and specially equipped underwater 
swimmers, known as Frogmen. The first successful attack by these means was made 
at Gibraltar in September 1941 against a British naval tanker by the Italians, who had 
been perfecting the method for five years. The Admiralty immediately began experi- 
ments in similar operations, both defensive and offensive. This book tells the story of 
the birth and growth of that strange band of underwater fighters. First came the long 
and arduous training and then, clad in fantastic rubber suits, some crawled on the 
muddy bottoms of harbours looking for mines, some bestrode torpedoes, others 
slipped through the darkness in midget submarines. Lockgates were blown, patriots 
spirited away, and underwater defence works were made harmless. This well-told story 
is a high tribute to the magnificent courage and skill of officers and men of the Royal 
Navy and the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve. (940.545) 


THE VENLO INCIDENT. S. Payne Best. Hutchinson, 12s.6d. D8. 260 pages. 
26 illustrations. Endpaper map. Appendix. 


Captain Best was living in Holland when the Second World War broke out. On 
9 November 1939 he and another officer arrived at Venlo near the German frontier 
where they had arranged to meet a prominent member of an anti-Nazi movement. 
Instead, they and their Dutch companions were kidnapped by Nazi agents and taken 
over the frontier into Germany. Captain Best spent the next five and a half years as 
a prisoner. The actual incident at Venlo occupies only a small part of his story. The 
real interest lies in his experiences in captivity, which he endured in concentration 
camps at Sachsenhausen, Buchenwald and Dachau, before being released from a 
Tyrolese hotel by American troops. He met with cruelty and horror, but also with 
much humanity from his gaolers. Many important prisoners of the Nazis are intro- 
duced into the narrative with interesting and effective descriptions, and the full story 
is both strange and absorbing. (940.547243) 


THE EAST EUROPEAN REVOLUTION. Hugh Seton-Watson. Methuen, 
22s.6d. D8. 421 pages. 2 maps. Note on proper names. Bibliographical 
note. Index. 

The special merit of this painstaking book by a Fellow of University College, Oxford, 

is that it is the first examination by a trained historian of the historical, political and 
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economic conditions of the new ‘people’s democracies’ since World War II. By 
education, travel and even family association (he is the son of the distinguished 
Professor R. W. Seton-Watson) the author is widely acquainted with all the countries 
of his survey, but until embarking on this study he lacked similar knowledge con- 
cerning the Soviet Union. Thus, though the present volume is partly a sequel to his 
earlier Eastern Europe between the Wars 1918-41 (1945), it has been written with more 
developed understanding and shows a patently improved technique of interpretation. 
While contending that the present Soviet leadership precludes friendship and sincere 
co-operation between the U.S.S.R. and the West, Mr. Seton-Watson does not believe 
that an ideological war is inevitable. ‘If not real peace, at least co-existence without 
war is perfectly possible.’ But an essential condition for the future is the possession by 
the West of solid offensive and defensive power, not only in arms, but also in economic 
strength and political ideas. (940.55) 


Scotland 


HERDSMEN AND HERMITS. Celtic Seafarers in the Northern Seas. T. C. 
Lethbridge. Foreword by T. D. Kendrick. Bowes & Bowes (Cambridge), 
10s.6d. C8. 166 pages. Frontispiece. 27 text illustrations. Bibliography. 

The position of Western Scotland in relation to the rest of the world has varied greatly. 

At times it has been on the fringe of civilization; at others it has been an important 

link in seaborne communications. This book is a short survey of its history from the 

close of the Ice Age to the end of the Norse migrations. The ancient connections be- 
tween Scotland and Ireland, which range in time from the voyages of Pytheas to those 
of the Celtic monks and of the Vikings, are discussed in detail, and the links with 

Ireland are also considered. In addition, the book deals with conditions of life then, 

in Scotland, Ireland and Greenland. Where possible they are compared with those of 

the present day. This study shows how much work remains to be done before the 
problems raised in it can be finally settled and it suggests how this work might be 
undertaken; it is in consequence necessarily controversial. The bibliography is short 
but valuable. Mr. Lethbridge is the author of the vigorously original archaeological 
study Merlin’s Island, and is Honorary Keeper of Anglo-Saxon Antiquities in the 

University Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge. The foreword is by 

the Director and Principal Librarian of the British Museum, who writes: “What the 

author offers us is a personal interpretation that he knows must bring us closer to the 

people he is studying, and will prove in itself a valuable essay in method.’ (941.01) 


Ireland 
ELIZABETH ’S IRISH WARS. Cyril Falls. Methuen, 25s. 362 pages. 7 illustra- 
tions. Map. Index. 


The Irish wars in the reign of Queen Elizabeth are a blank space in military history, 
and this present volume by the Chichele Professor of the History of War in Oxford 
University covers them as a whole. Professor Falls treats the successive major rebel- 
lions against English rule as a conflict of nationalist sentiment, of English Renaissance 
and Irish Celtic culture, and of England and Spain on Irish soil. His work is mainly 
military, designed to make clear the strategy, tactics, weapons, recruitment, trans- 
portation, supply, pay, and development of the opposing forces; but a general picture 
emerges of Ireland in the Elizabethan age. Many of the incidents, including those of 
the Armada year, are highly dramatic. Among the characters are such men as Sidney, 
Perrott, Ormonde, Mountjoy, and Carew, on one side, and Shane O'Neill, 
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Fitzmaurice, Desmond, Tyrone, and Hugh O'Donnell, on the other. Neglected 
though it has been, here is an age and a theatre of high and exciting issues. (941.55) 


Britain 
LIFE UNDER THE TUDORS. Falcon Educational Books, 12s.6d. D8. 226 pages. 
18 plates (including portraits). Bibliography. (The Falcon Histories) 

The various contributors to this work each write very briefly on some aspects of social 
and artistic affairs in sixteenth-century England. There is an introduction by Mr. 
Christopher Morris and this is followed by chapters on constitutional development, 
religion, town life, country life, education, science, poetry, theatre, prose, art, archi- 
tecture, music, sports and pastimes, dress. The contributors include Professor Norman 
Sykes, Professor Douglas Grant, Mr. S. T. Bindoff, Mr. J. C. Trewin and Mr. Ralph 
Hill. Particularly good are the introductions to architecture by Mr. Arthur Oswald and 
to constitutional development by Mr. J. Hurstficld (the only chapter on politics). All 
the contributions maintain a high level, but as each is cramped into about a dozen 
pages, some inadequacy is inevitable. There is a very good list of books for further 
reading. The book is intended for readers of all types, but it will probably be particu- 
larly suitable for school libraries. (942.05) 


CHARLES I AND CROMWELL. An Essay. G. M. Young. New edition. 
Hart-Davis, 7s.6d. L.Post 8. 182 pages. 


Mr. G. M. Young’s essay, with its close analysis of the English political situation at the 
end of the Civil War and down to the death of Charles I, and its penctrating study of 
the characters and motives of the men who shaped events, first appeared in 1935. In a 
fifteen-page introduction to the present edition Mr. Young adds some further touches 
to the picture of that period and pays particular attention to Pym. The book is a 
fascinating exercise in a comparatively rare form; the familiar subject becomes some- 
thing quite new in the light of the author’s shrewd, independent judgment and his 
wise sense of the fitting analogy from another age or another field. To his subject he 
brings a scholarship that can seldom be rivalled either in its breadth or in the disciplined 
style in which it is expressed. (942.062) 


A SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC HISTORY OF BRITAIN, 1760-1950. 
Pauline Gregg. Harrap, 18s. D8. 584 pages. 59 illustrations. 13 tables. 
Diagrams and graphs. Chapter bibliographies. Appendix. Indexes. 

Dr. Gregg has written a social and economic history of modern Britain, which, while 

giving a broad review of the period, attempts to serve as a practical introduction to 

the original sources and to the relevant writing on different aspects of development. 

There is considerable quotation from contemporary authorities and Blue Books. The 

history begins with a survey of the changes implicit in the Agrarian Revolution and 

concludes with a report on the scene after World War II. The book is divided into 
three parts: Part I, The Rise of the Middle Classes, 1760-1851; Part II, The Rise of the 

Working Classes, 1851-1950; Part III, A Century of Social Reform, 1851-1950. The 

first two parts are a chronological narrative; the last has chapters on Factories, Health 

and Housing, The End of the Poor Law, and Education. In the Epilogue the author 
identifies the theme that runs through her record—the State becoming continually 
stronger and more widely embracing. There is a select bibliography at the end of each 
chapter, and at the end of the book there is a list of dates arranged in subject groups, 
together with tables and graphs referring to population changes, trade union member- 
ship and other statistics. (942.07) 
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ENGLAND IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY: 1714-1815. J. H. 
Plumb. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 224 pages. Bibliography. Index. Paper 
bound. (Pelican History of England No. 7) 

Dr. Plumb is a Fellow of Christ’s College, Cambridge, and University Lecturer in 

History. He is an expert on the House of Commons in the reign of William III and 

is at present engaged on a life of Sir Robert Walpole. His book is a study of the 

development of English society. It is divided into three parts: The Age of Walpole, 
of Chatham and of Pitt, and each part analyses the social forces which enabled these 
three statesmen to stamp their personality upon history. Apart from its value as an 
introductory study for the general reader, the book is a useful addition to the existing 
literature on the period, because it takes a bold line in its treatment. It avoids the usual 
emphasis on The Age of Reason and The Age of Taste. In the author’s view too much 
attention has been focused recently on the elegant objects amongst which life was 
lived, thereby causing many aspects of eighteenth-century social life to be neglected. 

In constitutional, political and religious history the author summarizes the modern 

research which is steadily clearing away the misconceptions of the nineteenth-century 

historians. The bibliography is a stimulating annotated list of books for further read- 
ing. This book and England in the Nineteenth Century (noticed below) are the second 

and third volumes to appear of the Pelican History of England, edited by Mr. J. E. 

Morpurgo; when complete in eight volumes, this will cover the development of 

English society from the Roman invasion to the outbreak of the First World War. 

(942.07) 

ENGLAND IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY: 1815-1914. David 
Thomson. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 251 pages. Table. Bibliography. 
Index. Paper bound. (Pelican History of England No. 8) 

Dr. Thomson is a Fellow and Tutor of Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, and is 

University Lecturer in History. He is the author of The Democratic Ideal in France and 

England (1940), Democracy in France (1946) and The Babeuf Plot (1947). This book is 

a survey of the main social changes in England between the Battle of Waterloo and 

the First World War. During this century England accumulated a vast amount of 

material wealth and power, and Dr. Thomson tells the story of whence it was derived, 
how it was used and how, eventually, it diminished. The history is divided into three 
parts: 1815-50, 1851-74, 1875-1914. In each phase the sources of wealth, power and 
prestige, material and spiritual, are examined and the forces of change are explained. 

A very good list of suggestions for further reading is supplied. Of the available studies 

of the development of English society in the nineteenth century, this is one of the best 

and certainly the most inexpensive. (942.08) 


JERSEY: OUR ISLAND. Sidney Bisson. Batchworth Press, 10s.6d. 1C8. 
224 pages. 14 plates. 8 drawings. Endpaper map. Bibliography. Index. 
Mr. Bisson is a Jerseyman. His book is a re-exploration of the Island, and a lively story 
of Jersey and her people. He writes of local customs, walks and scenery, smuggling 
and witchcraft, and of stirring events during the Civil War and during the German 
occupation. The bibliography is a good selective list of books useful to the general 
reader. (942.34) 
THE CHARM OF THE CHANNEL ISLANDS. R. M. Lockley. Evans, 9s.6d. 

D8. 136 pages. 17 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. Endpaper map. 
Mr. R. M. Lockley is a professed island lover and in his treatment of the subject of 
the Channel Islands it is evident that he wishes to convey the enthusiasm that his 
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acquaintance with these Islands and their history has aroused in him. He treats their 
history in some detail, showing the part they played in British history down to 1945. 
He deals with their own independent legislatures and their relation with the British 
administration, and points out the geographical, economic and racial factors that 
account for their loyalty to the Crown. His geological treatment of the Islands and 
his own journeys through them reveal many of the scenic beauties, places of interest, 
the trade, and the characteristics of the people. Mr. Lockley is a well-known orni- 
thologist and first became acquainted with the Islands as an observer of bird life in the 
wildest part of Jersey. His descriptions, therefore, of all forms of wild life of the 
Islands are given with authority and zest. The author’s story and the excellent photo- 
graphs reveal the Channel Islands to the visitor and to the reader at home. (942.34) 


THE ISLAND OF JERSEY TODAY. R. C. F. Maugham. 2nd, revised, 
edition. W. H. Allen, 9s.6d. D8. 199 pages. 9 plates. Index. 
This work was first published in 1939. Mr. Maugham has also written his personal 
record of the German occupation of Jersey in Jersey under the Jackboot. In this second 
edition he brings his concise survey up to date. There are chapters on feudalism, the 
people, folk-lore, administration, and Jersey as a place of residence. It is a picture of 
Jersey as seen through the eyes of an Englishman, spending his retirement on the 
Island. (942.34) 
BURFORD: PAST AND PRESENT. Mary Sturge Gretton. Reprint. Faber, 
12s.6d. D8. 158 pages. 23 plates. Index. 


This book is a reprint of the revised second edition published in 1945. It was first 
published in 1920, when it established a place for itself as a model account of a little 
country town. Burford is a famous little Cotswold town in Oxfordshire, and Mrs. 
Gretton has written a most attractive, scholarly and informative account of it, which 
gives a cross-section of social history in rural England. Miss Storm Jameson has 
written of this book: ‘“* Burford” is England and that spirit by which we live and 


from which the future . . . must spring, not as something grafted on to the past but 
as a continued living growth.’ (942.57) 
France 


REASONS FOR FRANCE. John Brangwyn. Revised edition. John Lane The 
Bodley Head, 16s. L.Post 8. 416 pages. 25 illustrations. 


Mr. John Brangwyn’s interest in the development of the early commerce of France 
as influenced by her rivers led him to visit Montereau, at the confluence of the Seine 
and the Yonne, to discover why it survived the passing of the Paris Hansa, an organiza- 
tion of river merchants. In this book he recounts the journey he was thus encouraged 
to make ‘from town to town, bent upon knowing how they had survived the days of 
their prosperity and greatness’. Since France had persistently maintained its vigour in 
the face of invasion, flood and famine, it offered him a fruitful field for inquiry into 
reasons for a continuing vitality and progress. With no aim of economic research, he 
visited many places and unearthed the local history and related it to the history of 
France; he found skilled craftsmanship inherited with its tools; the thriving survival 
of old trades alongside the new, and he listened to local politics and grievances. He was 
impressed by the trade associations deep-rooted in history; the work of the small 
farmer and the artisan, and the intense local patriotism. This well-written and illumi- 
nating book was first published in 1939, and for this welcome second edition the text 
has been revised, new chapters included and eight additions made to the excellent 
photographic illustrations. (944) 
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Spain 
THE SPANISH LABYRINTH. An Account of the Social and Political Back- 
ground of the Civil War. Gerald Brenan. 2nd edition. Cambridge University 


Press, 25s. D8. 406 pages. 9 maps. Chronological table. Appendices. 
Bibliography. Index. 


In this new edition of his book published originally in 1943 the author has taken the 
opportunity not only to dispose of errors of fact but also to introduce an additional 
preface explaining the extent to which later events, or his own maturer consideration, 
have modified his views regarding Spanish affairs. Thus, although the text is un- 
altered, the reader is given an indication of some slight shift of judgment with regard, 
for instance, to the Church in Spain which it is here suggested has a vitality not 
apparent from its conduct. To his task of detailing the modern social and political 
history of the country, in which lies the explanation of the Civil War, Mr. Brenan, 
whose sympathies were Republican, brought first-hand knowledge of conditions 
acquired when he settled and farmed in Spain after having served in the British 
Army in World War I, and his own experience equipped him with a special under- 
standing of the parts played by the Army and the labouring class in the Spanish 
dilemma. The aim of the book was also to make clear the mistakes and illusions of 
the Spanish Left. Ample documentation and an annotated bibliography add to the 
book’s interest and usefulness. (946.08) 


India Pakistan 
INTERVIEW WITH INDIA. Margaret Bourke-White. Phoenix House, 16s. 
D8. 192 pages. 61 photographs. Map. 

Miss Bourke-White visited India on behalf of Life magazine in 1946, 1947 and 1948. 
During these critical years she travelled about the country interviewing men and 
women in all walks of life, and such leaders of opinion as Nehru, Jinnah and Gandhi. 
In spite of witnessing much poverty and suffering she felt that India and Pakistan had 
a great future in the nations of the world. This vivid account of the two countries at 
the beginning of their nationhood is illustrated with a remarkable collection of photo- 
graphs, chiefly portraits of some of the varied people with whom she came in 
contact. (954) 


WHILE MEMORY SERVES. Sir Francis Tuker. Cassell, 25s. D8. 682 pages. 
35 illustrations. 8 maps. 15 appendices. Index. 
It is improbable that the history of the last two years of British rule in India will ever 
be written in full. Lord Wavell has died, but it is hoped that the papers he left will one 
day be published. General Tuker, however, is peculiarly well placed to disclose a great 
deal of what occurred because, as G.O.C.-in-C., Eastern Command, India, his power 
covered the enormous territory of Assam, Bengal, Orissa, the United Provinces, and 
latterly Delhi and the Eastern Punjab, with a population of some 150 million people. 
His narrative, largely based on the daily appreciations and forecasts he had to make, 
tells what the Indian Army under him was called upon to do and how it carried out 
its many tasks. Much of it will be read with horror and regret, but it constitutes a just 
tribute to the old Indian Army and its British officers. Looking back on the work of 
the Army in the Eastern Command during those last two years of British rule, General 
Tuker writes with confidence that it served India and that without its work the problem 
of India’s future could never have been worked out. (954) 
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Islam 


ISLAMIC SOCIETY AND THE WEST. A Study of the Impact of Western 
Civilization on Moslem Culture in the Near East. Vol. I. 1staAMIC 
SOCIETY IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY, Part I. H. A. R. Gibb and 
Harold Bowen. Oxford University Press for the Royal Institute of Inter- 
national Affairs, 25s. D8. 397 pages. Indexes. 

This is a work of great scope which will be indispensable to students of Moslem 

history. An account as adequate as this will be has never before existed in English. 

In particular there has been virtually no serious examination of the state of Moslem 

society before the nineteenth century, and the present volume is the first part of an 

attempt to supply the deficiency. Fully documented, it deals with the structure of 

Moslem society and the impact of western ideas on the social institutions of the Moslem 

lands in the Eastern Mediterranean area. Part II will deal chiefly with the religious and 


cultural institutions. The material has been drawn principally from the original Turkish 
and Arabic sources. (956) 


Malaya 


WITH FREEDOM TO SINGAPORE. O. W. Gilmour. Benn, 12s.6d. D8. 
227 pages. 7 illustrations. Index. 
With twenty years’ experience in Malaya and with service in the South East Asia 
Command during the Second World War, Colonel Gilmour is well qualified to 
write this story. Beginning with the highly important task that faced the British 
Government after the fall of Singapore, he gives an account of the way this problem 
was tackled from the early stages of back-room planning to the last days of the Japanese 
occupation. He describes the Malayan scene following the arrival of the Allies and 
tells of the British effort to set the country on its feet again. With this as a basis, he 
weighs up the uncertainties of the future in a country terrorized by bandits and torn 
by factions groping after some new political formula. (959.5) 


Sudan 


NO WOMAN'S couNTRY. Michael Langley. Jarrolds, 15s. L.Post 8. 
221 pages. 58 photographs. Endpaper maps. Index. 

This readable account of the post-war Sudan includes the author’s impressions gained 

during nine months in the Condominium and an outline of recent events and of 

current political issues. The extensive collection of photographs is a useful addition to 

the text. (962.4) 


Canada 


CANADA: A SHORT HISTORY. Gerald S. Graham. Hutchinson, 7s.6d. C8. 

187 pages. § maps. Bibliography. Index. (Hutchinson's University Library) 
The author of this book, a Canadian by birth, is now Rhodes Professor of Imperial 
History in the University of London. He outlines the history of Canada from the 
early French colonization to the present day and in his final chapter, ‘The Future of 
a Medium Power’, surveys briefly the present position of the Dominion and considers 
some possible economic, political and social developments (971) 
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Chatham Islands 

CHATHAM EXILES. F, A. Simpson. A. H. & A. W. Reed (Wellington, New 
Zealand), 13s.6d. C4. 182 pages. Plates. Maps. Bibliography. 

Approximately five hundred miles to the south-east of New Zealand lie the Chatham 

Islands, 370 square miles of mainly low-lying peaty soil. This book by a Wellington 

journalist gives the history of the group from its discovery in 1791 when occupied by 

the now extinct Moriori branch of the Polynesian people. Thirty pages survey the 


current problems of isolation and remoteness from markets of the 500 Maori and 
European inhabitants. (993.1) 


FICTION 
General 


A LITTLE STONE. Paul Bowles. Lehmann, 9s.6d. 1C8. 222 pages. 


Although these stories have been published since Mr. Bowles’s highly praised novel 
The Sheltering Sky they give the impression of short pieces leading up to it. Not that 
they lose anything by this; in fact they give him an opportunity to use exotic back- 
grounds from Colombia and Central America to North Africa and a far larger cast 
of equally exotic characters, to exploit his unusual and macabre talent. These twelve 
short stories are the complete opposite of the ‘formula’ or magazine type of story; 
most of them are plotless, some of them are Chekovian to the point of tenuousness. 
Again they do not lose; unburdened by convention he is able to concentrate his 
writing on the moment or day in the life of his characters and give full scope to his 
brilliant imagery and subile insight into character. Bowles has an unusual gift for 
writing of his native people from within themselves, he does not write about them, 
and we see life through their senses and emotions, not the author’s. In several of these 
stories he explores the theme of his novel, the mental and physical conflict when 
highly sophisticated woman mects primitive man and conditions. It is not a new 
theme but Mr. Bowles gives it a stark and sinister twist. These storics will be of 
particular interest to writers and those who follow new writers and trends in fiction. 


THE THIN SEAM. Sid Chaplin. Phoenix House, 8s.6d. C8. 159 pages. Ilustra- 
tions by Norman Town. 


Mr. Chaplin’s short novel is the story of a mystical coal-miner who comes, during 
an eight-hour night shift, to identify the rock-face and the underground darkness of 
the pit with the heart of God’s mystery and ‘the thin seam’ of coal with that of 
Christ’s garment. Christopher Jack also sees himself in some measure as St. Francis of 
Assisi. The novel combines somewhat uneasily but nevertheless in an impressive and 
remarkable manner the realism of direct reportage with theological preoccupations. 
The coal-mining scenes have the authenticity of obviously first-hand experience. 


THE EASY WAY. Kay Cicellis. Foreword by V. Sackville-West. Harvill 
Press, 8s.6d. C8. 247 pages. 
These stories, written in English by a Greek girl between the ages of twenty and 
twenty-two, show strongly the influence of Virginia Woolf. They also show a 
precocious maturity and a remarkable apprehension of emotional experience. Most 
of them are set in Greece and deal with complications in the relations between 
individuals; here the author most reveals her youth in her constant straining towards 
intensity which causes her to lapse occasionally into obscurity. The best stories in the 
book are perhaps the simple tale of the feast of Saint Gerasimos, patron saint of the 
island of Cephalonia, who cures the mentally sick, and the account of a day’s excursion, 
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which reveals a sensitive awareness of physical surroundings and their impact upon 
people. V. Sackville-West in her introduction applauds the author’s power and 
originality; ‘her development is unpredictable’, she says, but ‘I believe that Kay 
Cicellis will go very far’. 


THE SPANISH GARDENER. A. J. Cronin. Gollancz, 9s.6d. C8. 256 pages. 
Mr. A. J. Cronin has chosen a moving theme for his latest novel. It is a simple tale 
of a small boy’s friendship with a handsome young gardener employed by his father, 
an American Consul newly appointed to a small town in Spain. The father, with his 
possessive love for his son, will brook no rival and the story mounts in pity and 
horror to the tragic climax. Mr. Cronin is adept in arousing both sympathy and re- 
pugnance, and although he uses the blackest dye upon the ‘villains of the piece’ and 
it is obvious that the worst will happen, the reader will find it difficult to lay aside the 
book until he has finished it, so expertly does it play upon the emotions. 


THE BAMBOO HOUSE. George Scurfield. Michael Joseph, 9s.6d. C8. 
224 pages. 

This promising first novel is confidently written—indeed the author knows from 
experience the jungle warfare in Burma (carried out by a small intelligence unit) that 
he so graphically describes. His hero is a young officer newly posted to ‘P’ Force who 
finds that he must work in very close co-operation with a man against whom he has 
a grudge. The narrative, which maintains the necessary tension without ever becoming 
melodramatic, unfolds the hazards and trials of the expedition into Japanese-occupied 
territory and the mounting hatred of Forsyth for the objectionable Sherbourne. The 
shadow of the woman they both have loved lies between them, and there is murder 
in Forsyth’s heart, but when his enemy is badly wounded he does his best to save 
his life. 

SUMMER IN THE COUNTRY. Edith Templeton. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 

10s.6d. C8. 272 pages. 

Mrs. Templeton’s novel is a comedy of manners in the tradition of Turgenev, whose 
A Month in the Country its title deliberately recalls. It is a polished and sophisticated 
account of a week spent by a young Prague lawyer in a dilapidated Bohemian castle 
shortly after the First World War. Mr. and Mrs. Birkare the improverished owners of the 
castle and the nominal owners of the miles of adjacent land. An enchanting atmosphere 
is built up out of the remains of the pre-1914 Europe. The Birk family still lives in 
mouldering state, with Tony Birk as the charming and genial guardian of the old 
tradition, constantly bubbling over with stories of the old days before the advent of 
the bourgeois republic reduced the remaining aristocracy to live in the lodges at their 
castle gates. In spite of their poverty, the Birks still entertain lavishly, both at Kirna 
and at their house in Prague. To the amused, shocked and incredulous eyes of the 
young lawyer, the son of a well-to-do leather merchant, is gradually revealed the 
tragic state of the family affairs—the quarrels, the blackmail, the concealed bitterness 
and how they are all indebted to a boorish self-made sugar-merchant, whom Tony 
Birk finally murders in the sudden climax which closes the book. The atmosphere 
Mrs. Templcton creates is that of a lingering cultural late autumn. 


COUNTY CHRONICLE. Angela Thirkell. Hamish Hamilton, 12s.6d. 1C8. 
348 pages. Endpaper map. 

Mrs. Thirkell continues affectionately and amusingly to record the doings of her 

Barsetshire gentry, the Marlings, the Brandons and the Dales. Her novels, with their 
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unfailingly bright dialogue, their malicious but always lady-like humour, have the 
slightly faded air of consciously contrived period pieces. But the fact that all her 
characters are immediately recognizable is proof that such people still exist in the 
English countryside. In this particular novel Mrs. Brandon once more takes the 
centre of the stage, Lord Silverbridge falls in love with and marries Isobel Dale and 
the vulgar manufacturer Sam Adams is allowed to marry into ‘the county’. The 
drawing-room conversation at the Brandons’ country house, Stories, pursues its even 
tenor, revolving round the engagements of the younger members of the various 
“county” families, the servant problem and the iniquity of petrol rationing and the 
ncome tax. The Labour Government also suffers from a series of Mrs. Thirkell’s pin- 
pricks. A royal garden party and scenes of clerical life in the cathedral close have 
their place in the story. County Chronicle is, in fact, not only very amusing but an 
wuthentic picture of an out-moded but still lingering section of English society, whose 
standards remain those of Anthony Trollope, many of whose place- and proper- 
names Mrs. Thirkell deliberately resuscitates. 


FARRUSCO THE BLACKBIRD and Other Stories from the Portuguese. 
Miguel Torga. Translated, with an Introduction, by Denis Brass. Allen & 
Unwin, 15s. C4. 94 pages. 11 drawings by Gregorio Prieto. 

This collection of short stories about birds and animals is of altogether exceptional 

quality. The creatures in these stories, wild animals or tame, stand out as individuals, 

their character —_ portrayed, and yet without that mawkish anthropomorphism 
vhich mars so many tales about wild life. Here is the comedy and tragedy of the 
animal world, i: more particularly, of animals in relation to the humans among 
whom they live. But each main character, as the translator’s Introduction emphasizes, 
is symbolic of a major problem of actuality, while at the same time a deep under- 
current of tragedy runs through the whole book, relieved in only one or two tales by 
triumphant optimism. The book is beautifully illustrated with superb drawings by 

Gregorio Prieto, which not only reach a standard seldom seen in modern book illus- 

tration, but also enhance and illuminate the text of an already remarkable book. 


HELENA. A Novel. Evelyn Waugh. Chapman & Hall, 9s.6d. C8. 279 pages. 
Mr. Waugh calls his new novel about the Empress Helena ‘a legend’, and indeed 
little is really known about his heroine except that she was the mother of Constantine 
the Great (A.D. 288-337), the first Roman Emperor to embrace Christianity, and that 
she caused to be unearthed some pieces of wood accepted as being the Cross upon 
which our Lord died. Mr. Waugh constructs her life-story, using sprightly modern 
dialogue, indulging to the full his dry humour, and turning an amusedly cynical eye 
on human beh: aviour—priv: ate and public. Much here is, of course, invention, but his 
historical researches have given Mr. Waugh an insight into the period which he 
deliberately conveys in an off-hand but nevertheless very shrewd manner. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 

TO LOVE AND BE WISE. Josephine Tey. Peter Davies, 9s.6d. C8. 256 pages. 
A young American photographer, very good-looking and strangely disconcerting, 
appears suddenly at a cocktail party in search of a man who knew a friend of his, 
becomes a guest in the home of the man he is looking for, and as suddenly disappears 
after a suspicion of a disagreement between them. Is he playing a practical joke or is he 
dead (and murdered perhaps) or has he been kidnapped or suffered a loss of memory? 
Detective Inspector Grant of Scotland Yard eventually arrives at a solution which even 
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the most experienced reader is unlikely to guess. Miss Tey is rapidly making a particu- 
lar niche for herself in the realm of crime and mystery. At keeping her audience on 
tenter-hooks she shows uncommon ability and she is, moreover, original; to these 
qualities she adds good writing and perceptive character drawing, which make each 
book an event for the discriminating reader. 


Reprints 
General 


SEVEN AGAINST REEVES. Richard Aldington. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 
256 pages. Paper bound. 


Mr. Aldington’s ‘comedy-farce’ (first published in 1938) is devoted to the exposure 
of sham-intellectuals and pseudo-artists. The one likeable and credible figure in the 
book is the little business man Reeves, who is forced by his wife’s anxiety to know all 
the ‘right’ people into a series of false and embarrassing situations. The weakness of 
the book lies in the vindictive fury with which Mr. Aldington pursues his charlatans 
who, in real life, one cannot help feeling, would not have imposed on Reeves for a 
moment. 


THE RESCUE. Joseph Conrad. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. (Double volume.) sC8. 
380 pages. Paper bound. 


Tom Lingard is a man of heroic proportions, whose success in the Australian gold- 
fields has enabled him to buy a trading brig and spend the rest of his life cruising for 
pleasure and profit in Far Eastern and Southern seas. A Malay Rajah and his sister have 
earlier saved his life on the coast of New Guinea and Lingard in turn has saved Hassim 
and Immada when they were on the point of being overwhelmed by their enemies. 
The friendship thus cemented, Lingard now undertakes to restore his dispossessed 
friends to their kingdom by force. He spends much time collecting funds and arms 
and organizing tribesmen for this purpose. At a critical point in the campaign, which 
involves him in difficulties with both the Dutch and the British, he is appealed to for 
assistance by a boat’s crew sent off by a stranded British yacht, whose owner has been 
kidnapped by Malayan pirates. An impossible situation develops for Lingard. He is 
torn between his loyalty to his Malayan friends and his loyalty to his race, and mean- 
while he has fallen in love with the wife of the kidnapped man. In his indecision and 
mental conflict, he allows his Malayan friends to be betrayed and the book ends in 
catastrophe, leaving him with no consolation but his first love, his boat. The Rescue is 
one of Conrad’s later novels and exhibits to the full his mastery of psychological 
analysis combined with narrative power. It was first published in 1920. 


THANK HEAVEN FASTING. E. M. Delafield. Lehmann, 6s. sC8. 222 pages. 
(The Holiday Library) 


Miss Delafield’s barbed and clever novel (first published in 1932) is set in Edwardian 
England, the time when marriage was considered the only fitting career for a woman. 
She re-creates with an astonishing vividness this faded unpleasant world of social 
calls, formal dinner parties and opulent vulgarity. The theme of the book is Monica 
Ingram’s husband-hunt. Three prospective husbands are passed in review and two of 
them are found wanting by Mama; Christopher Lane, who is judged to be ‘no good’; 
Carol Anderson, an odious prig, with whom Monica compromises herself; finally 
Mr. Pelham, who is accepted as being rich and steady. Miss Delafield takes special 
delight in exposing the self-deceptions ‘and emotional dishone sty of the male sex. 
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THE THREE MUSKETEERS. Alexandre Dumas. Translated from the French 
by William Robson. New edition. Macdonald, 9s.6d. C8. 716 pages. 
4 colour plates and black-and-white drawings by Hookway Cowles. 
(Macdonald IIlustrated Classics) 


With the publication of The Three Musketeers and The Count of Monte Cristo Alexandre 
Dumas (1803-70) became an international figure. He brought new life and vitality to 
the historical novel. Of perennial appeal is this story of the young Gascon adventurer 
who joins the three musketeers, Athos, Porthos and Aramis, and with them risks life 
and limb to save the Queen’s reputation, outwit the Cardinal Richelieu and silence 
the beautiful, vicious Milady. The Three Musketeers superbly captures the atmosphere 
of its time; the escapades of the musketeers, the antagonism between musketeers and 
guards, the secret rivalry between king and cardinal are vividly re-created. It is a cape 
and sword romance without parallel and it has never lost its magic. D’Artagnan and 
the three musketeers were actually living characters whom Dumas transformed into 
the swashbucklers of his story. From Gatien de Courtilz’s Memoires de D’ Artagnan and 
other memoirs Dumas took what he wanted and moulded it into the immortal story 
which we all know today and which is here presented in an attractive new edition. 


MIDDLEMARCH. George Eliot. Zodiac Press: Chatto & Windus, 12s.6d. 
L.Post 8. 795 pages. 

An attractive edition of one of the classics of English literature. The work of George 
Eliot (1819-80) holds an important place in the history of the English novel. First, 
her English scenes and characters depict vital features in the social life of the midland 
villages and provincial towns of mid-nineteenth-century England. Secondly, her 
intellectual, rather than imaginative, approach to a central theme round which her 
storics are built, shows her as standing midway between the early novelists of the 
nineteenth century and those of our own day. Middlemarch, first published 1871-2, is 
set in a small town in Warwickshire and is concerned with the frustration of people 
with high ideals. Two main plots illustrate this. Dorothea Brooke with a desire for 
self-sacrifice and service marries an elderly pedantic cleric who eventually shows that 
he regards her as an intellectual inferior. The situation is shown in reverse in the ruin 
of a young doctor’s professional ideals by the worldly aspirations of his materialistic 
wife. George Eliot, like all the Victorian novelists, can tell a good story, and many of 
her characters, especially the minor ones, will always have a place in the portrait 
gallery of English literature. 


BEAUCHAMP'S CAREER. George Meredith. Introduction by G. M. Young. 
Oxford University Press, 7s. (Double volume.) Pott 8. 561 pages. (The 
World's Classics) 

Beauchamp’s Career (1876) is a political novel which had its origin in the Southampton 

election of 1868, when Meredith’s friend Commander Maxse stood as Radical candi- 

date and was beaten by a Tory. The experiences gained by Meredith in canvassing the 
electors at this time and the excitement of the election itself he put into this novel. 

Beauchamp is conceived as an aristocratic idealist, eccentric and chivalrous, in his 

crusade for the working man. Cecilia Halkett is ‘the ideal English lady’ with whom he 

is in love. But Beauchamp is already burnt out by his earlier passion for the French girl 

Renée and is neither in harmony with himself nor with his times. So he loses Cecilia 

to Tuckham, a successful man who sums up in himself all the aims and achievements 

of mid-Victorian England—power, piety and profits. Beauchamp is finally drowned 
while trying to rescue an urchin from the river. Like all Meredith’s novels Beauchamp’s 
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Career is charged with ideas and intellectual abstractions, with breathless life and 
intensity. It abounds in superb passages of descriptive writing, and is a forerunner of 
the modern psychological novel. 


RUNYON ON BROADWAY. Damon Runyon. Introductions by E. C. 
Bentley. Constable, 12s.6d. C8. 728 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 20 illustra- 
tions. 


Damon Runyon is not everybody’s choice but his contribution to American humorous 
fiction is unique. He gives us a sly but accurate slant upon the New York underworld 
of a decade or two ago, peopled by thieves, confidence tricksters, cheats and murdercrs 
with little to commend them but so skilfully exhibited in their weaknesses, conceits 
and occasional soft-heartedness and generosity that it is impossible wholly to dislike 
them. Indefensible though their conduct may be they serve to remind us that there is 
some good even in the worst of us, and from their disreputable activities Mr. Runyon 
extracts the last ounce of comedy. He employs an imaginary narrator to tell his tales 
as if in conversation, and it is his inspired use of the present tense that gives added point 
and piquancy to his revelation of underworld character and tactics. Although the 
stories abound in slang it is a tribute to the skill of the writer that they are easy to read 
and to understand. Those who have yct to become acquainted with Runyon are given 
an excellent opportunity in this omnibus volume, which contains three of his books 
of short stories: More than Somewhat (1937), Furthermore (1938) and Take it Easy (1938). 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 


ROLY’s DOGS. Kitty Barne. Dent, 8s.6d. C8. 235 pages. Drawings by Alice 
Molony. 

Three children spend a most exciting holiday with their aunt and uncle who have a 
house in Sussex, close to the Downs. Their uncle has engaged a girl to train half-a- 
dozen dogs to appear in the film of a book he has written. Sandy immediately adopts 
one of them for his own and Gentian adds to the number with a puppy she has rescued, 
but Dinah prefers cats and has a secret with which she astonishes the household at the 
end. Any boy or girl of twelve to sixteen who loves dogs (or cats) will relish this story. 
Each dog has its own distinctive personality, as have the humans who surround them. 
There are interesting glimpses into the mysteries of film-making, and altogether there 
is a great deal to interest the young reader, who will be infected with the author’s 
enthusiasm for her theme. 


THE ADVENTURES OF CHUNKY. Leila Berg. Oxford University Press, 7s.6d. 
D8. 196 pages. Drawings by George Downs. 
It is not surprising that Chunky is a resourceful little boy with an inquiring mind and 
a practical nature, for his parents are scientists who are always doing wonderful 
things to help people. Chunky gets a lot of ideas from them, and he and his friend 
Mike have a fine time putting them into practice. He cures the ‘wobbly’ pigs belong- 
ing to Mrs. Spriggs, whom he likes very much because she says such funny things 
and has a fund of entertaining stories, and gets rid of her blackbeetles for her. He 
trains some animals for a charity show, hatches out some tortoises, copes with a 
bearded typewriter and has a lot of fun all round. Children from eight to eleven 
should greatly enjoy these lively and amusing stories which are a most adroit blend of 
common sense and fantasy. 
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A BELL FOR URSLI. Selina Chénz. Oxford University Press, 8s.6d. Ob.R4. 
44 pages. Coloured illustrations by Alois Carigiet. 

This large and handsomely produced book (for children from five to seven years) is 

chiefly remarkable for the bold and spirited coloured illustrations. The supporting 

text—in verse—is founded on the traditional ceremony of the Spring Festival in the 

mountain villages of the Engadine range in Switzerland, when cow-bells are rung in 

procession through the streets; it tells the story of a small boy who longs to head the 


procession with a really large bell, and how he succeeds, after some tribulation. 


THE CAVE. Richard Church. Dent, 8s.6d. C8. 181 pages. Drawings by 
Clarke Hutton. 

Young John Walters is getting bored with the holiday he is spending with his aunt and 

uncle in the country, but his boredom vanishes in a moment with the discovery of an 

entrance to a cave that leads deep into the earth. He and four other boys set out to 
explore, taking with them all the necessary equipment. The story of how each boy 
stands up, or does not stand up, to the hazards of this awe-inspiring expedition undcr- 
neath the earth is cumulative in tension and suspense. Poet, novelist and critic Richard 

Church has written a book which will thoroughly absorb any young reader of twelve 

to sixteen who appreciates the unusual in adventure. 

THE BRYDONS LOOK FOR TROUBLE. Kathleen Fidler. Lutterworth Press, 
6s. C8. 200 pages. Coloured frontispiece and black-and-white illustrations 
by T. R. Freeman. 

The tenth of the popular books about the Brydon children and their adventures 

contains two stories. In The Brydons’ Detective Adventure Dan dodges a visit to the 

dentist, picks up a foreign stamp which he, rightly, suspects is stolen property, and he 
and the others soon become involved with some cunning stamp thieves. The shorter 
tale, The Brydons in a Fog, tells how Dan and Sam set out in a Christmas-time fog to 
look for Kee-Kee the monkey who is missing; other members of the family searching 
for the two boys get lost too. This time this enterprising family manage to round up a 


g engaged in stealing turkeys for the black market. 


gan 

MR. BUFFIN AND RUFF AND TUMBLE. MR. BUFFIN AND YOUNG 
EDMUND. MR. BUFFIN’S HOLIDAY WITH MILDRED. Robert 
Hartman. Arthur Barker, 2s.6d. each. sF8. 48 pages each. Illustrations in 
colour and black and white by the author. 


Further adventures, in the popular ‘Buffin Books’ for children from four to six, of 
the genial old gentleman with many animal friends. Ruff and Tumble are two squirrels 
who build a nest in Mr. Buffin’s chimney with alarming results at Christmas time. 
Young Edmund is a badger who comes to steal honey from Mr. Buffin’s bee-hive and 
soon wishes he had not. In the last book Mr. Buffin has a somewhat disastrous holiday 
with a caravan drawn by a chestnut horse called Mildred. 


LOTTIE AND LIsa. A Novel for Children. Erich Kistner. Translated from 
the German by Cyrus Brooks. Jonathan Cape, 7s.6d. IC8. 156 pages. 
Drawings by Walter Trier. 

The author of the famous Emil and the Detectives and other tales for children here tells 

the story of two little girls (aged nine)—one from Vienna, the other from Munich— 

who mect in a ‘holiday home’ in Germany. Their appearance is almost identical, and 
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they soon discover that they are, actually, twins whose parents are divorced. The two 
change places and each goes off to the other’s home where impersonation, if it turns 
out more complicated than the little girls had imagined, is also fruitful. An amusing 
story for girls from eleven to fourteen, which evinces a solid basis in reality and a firm 
grasp of child—and adult—psychology. 


THE SEVENTH PIG and Other Irish Fairy Tales. Patricia Lynch. Dent, 8s.6d. 
IC8. 240 pages. Illustrations by J. Sullivan. 

Patricia Lynch once again provides a delightful collection of stories in which Irish life 
mingles with Irish legend in tales of magic and witchcraft, animals and fairies (or the 
Good People as the Irish call them). There is the little boy who rescued his father from 
the town under the river, another whose kindness to a leprechaun was well rewarded, 
the tinker who found a treasure that was no good to him, the policeman who found a 
new job in a queen’s court, the fisherman who took a fur coat from one of the Seal 
People, and there are various boys and girls who discovered that “a little help is worth 
a deal of pity’. This is real story-telling with a strong appeal to any child of ten to 
fourteen years with a liking for fantasy. 


SNUG AND SERENA MEET A QUEEN. SNUG AND SERENA PICK 
cows ips. Alison Uttley. Heinemann, 3s.6d. each. 7} x 54 inches. 


72 pages each. Coloured illustrations by Katherine Wigglesworth. 
Decorated endpapers. 


Snug and Serena are two young field-mice who live with their mother and father in a 
pretty little inn called The Rose and Crown. The first book describes how the Mouse 
family are visited by a Queen Bee who announces she will swarm in the inn but is, 
fortunately, dissuaded. In the second book the mice and their animal friends have a 
jolly—and exciting—day picking cowslips to make wine. Children from four to six 
will enjoy these charming tales with their pretty coloured pictures of animals com- 
bined with an attractive flower motif. 


SATAN ISLAND. Julian Watson. Faber, 8s.6d. C8. 320 pages. Map frontis- 
piece. 

It is a blow to Peg and Jim Trevane when their father tells them that he is selling their 

beloved Satan Island, which lies just off the Cornish coast opposite their home and has 

long been their holiday headquarters. Their disappointment is shared by their friend 

Dick who has come to spend the summer holidays with them, but from Mason the 

gardener, who is not what he seems, they learn something about the prospective 

owner that alters the whole complexion of things and bands them. together in a 

hazardous scheme to get the better of him. The descriptive matter and the dialogue 

show a sure hand, and although the story marks time here and there it contains plenty 

of thrills to grip young readers of twelve to sixtcen. 

Non-Fiction 

SELECTED CAUTIONARY VERSES. H. Belloc. With the original pictures 
by B. T. B. and Nicolas Bentley. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 182 pages. 
Paper bound. (Puffin Story Books) 

Hilaire Belloc’s inimitable humorous verses have long enchanted both young and old; 

this collection, made specially for the Puffin Story Book serics, is a selection from 

Cautionary Tales for Children, New Cautionary Tales, The Bad Child’s Book of Beasts, 

More Beasts for Worse Children, More Peers, and Ladies and Gentlemen. Many of these 
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gaily moral tales relate the awful fate that overtakes bad children; equally engaging 


are the comic descriptions of animals, and the mildly satirical sketches of peculiar peers 
and some other types. 


PHOTOGRAPHY FOR BOYS AND GIRLS. Stanley W. Bowler. English 
Universities Press, ss. sR8. 96 pages. 32 figures. Bibliography. Index. 
(Junior Teach Yourself Books) 


Covering the ground in easy and logical stages, this book tells the older child who is 
interested in the subject, and willing to take a little trouble, most of the things he 
should know in order to produce a good photograph. It supplies a little history and a 
few watnings, describes apparatus and materials, how the camera works, taking the 
picture, developing and printing; it discusses different types of film and how to expose 
them, and concludes with notes on some finer points such as taking portraits, photo- 
graphing clouds, and the use of filters. Colour photography and flashlight work are 
also briefly considered. 


LANDFALL THE UNKNOWN. Lord Howe Island, 1788. Evelyn Cheesman. 


Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 192 pages. Endpaper maps. Notes. Paper bound. 

(Puffin Story Books) 
Miss Cheesman, traveller and entomologist, is also a first-class writer. This story 
(written specially for the Puffin Story Books) is based on fact and is set in the newly 
discovered Norfolk Island and Lord Howe Island in the Pacific. John Price, a botanist, 
Susannah his twelve-year-old daughter, who is her father’s assistant, and two boys are 
stranded on the latter island for some fourteen months. They build a house for them- 
selves and till the fertile volcanic soil; Matt, the elder boy, is a rough-mannered and 
somewhat surly type, but is a keen fisherman and bird watcher and a good bushman. 
After nearly three months they have visitors—a boat-load of whalers who attack the 
small party and leave behind them a dangerous madman. The pioneering life with all 
its difficulties and interests is realistically and vividly described, and the book should 
interest boys and girls from twelve years upwards. 


EMPIRE YOUTH ANNUAL FOR 1951. Edited by Raymond Faweett. 
P. R. Gawthorn, 15s. C4. 416 pages. Coloured illustrations, photographs 
and drawings. Endpaper map. 

A profusely illustrated miscellany of short stories, verse and articles, most of which 

have a bearing on some aspect of the British Commonwealth and Empire. The book 

contains something to appeal to young people of all ages and, although it is not too well 
produced and many of the illustrations are crude, its contributions (there are over 
fifty of them) contain much interesting information in brief form on the daily life, 
economy, history, agriculture, birds, beasts and plants of many parts of the Empire. 

ABOUT MAPS. Peter Hood. EARLY MAN. Dina Dobson. INSECT LIFE. 
Arthur Smith. POTTERY AND ITS MAKING. John Thomas and Mary 
Sikes. Penguin Books, 2s. each. Ob.IF4. 32 pages each. Illustrations in colour 
and black and white. Paper bound. (Puffin Picture Books) 

[his excellent series of books with many illustrations and a short explanatory text 

finds favour with bright children from eight to twelve years. The first book describes 

very lucidly town plans, ordnance maps and a weather map, and has a note on scale, 
direction finding, and on Greenwich Observatory. Early Man offers a somewhat 
vague account of prehistoric man and his activities; the illustrations by John Baynes 
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are rather crude, but there are, also, some attractive examples of prehistoric art and 
coloured pictures of the enigmatic pebbles used by the early hunters. Mr. Smith gives 
a lively account of some of the common insects that a child can discover in Britain. 
In Pottery and its Making the authors cover a wide field—from primitive work and ring 
pottery, Chinese, Egyptian, Greck and Roman pottery to pottery in Britain from the 
sixteenth century to the present day. There are also notes, with plenty of diagrams, on 
the technical processes of pottery making. 


THE ENCHANTED SHIP and Other Greek Legends. Jo Manton. Oxford 
University Press, 3s. C8. 84 pages. Illustrations by Phillis Bray. Decorated 
endpapers. (The Chameleon Books) 

This fascinating little book is excellent value from every point of view—cheap, very 
well produced, excellently written. It contains twelve of the legends of classical Greece 
briefly retold for young people. Many of the stories are familiar enough—among them 
those of Polyphemus, Circe, Europa and the Bull, Perseus and the Gorgon, Theseus 
and the Minotaur, Persephone; others slightly less so—Cephalus and Procris, Philemon 
and Baucis, and the title story about Actes and Dionysos. Jo Manton’s prose is crisp 
and pellucid, maintaining a certain dignity of style, and brings the old myths vividly 
alive in a manner that will bring enjoyment—and profit—to young people of all ages 
above twelve. 


THE YEARS OF GRACE. Edited by Noel Streatfeild. Evans, 15s. M8. 
384 pages. 5 photographs. Many drawings. 
This book should receive a warm welcome from the teen-age girl who is beginning to 
grow up, for it tells her how to make the best of herself: how to be attractive in looks 
and personality, how to fit happily into the home, how to make both profitable and 
pleasurable use of her leisure, how to do well at sport. The last section is devoted to 
careers, and here and there in the book are accounts (with photographs) of those who 
have met with success: an editor, a flight stewardess, Moira Shearer—ballerina, and 
the skating star Cecilia Colledge. There is a chapter on the Princess Margaret accom- 
panied by a charming photograph. The contributors include many famous names, 
Elizabeth Arden, James Laver, Margaret Kennedy, Howard Spring, Rumer Godden, 
Harold Hobson, and among the artists Anna Zinkeisen and Francis Marshall, to men- 
tion a few at random. Obviously a great deal of care has been expended upon the 
preparation of this book, and there are few girls who will fail to find something of 
interest in it. 
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